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Preface

IN the following pages I have endeavoured to give
a short account of the introduction of printing into
the principal countries and towns of Europe, and to
bring our information on the subject as far as possible
up to date,

Small books on large subjects are for the most
part both superficial and imperfect, and I am afraid
the present book forms no exception to this rule, but
my excuse must be that I have attempted rather to
draw attention to more out of the way information
than to recapitulate what is already to be found in
the majority of bibliographical books.

Above all, I have tried as far as possible to confine
myself to facts and avoid theories, for only by work-
ing from facts can we help to keep bibliography in
the position, to which Henry Bradshaw raised it, of
a scientific study.

And, in the words of a learned Warden of my
own college, *if any shall suggest, that some of the
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inquiries here insisted upon do seem too minute and
trivial for any prudent Man to bestow his serious
thoughts and time about, such persons may know,
that the discovery of the true nature and cause of
any the most minute thing, doth promote real
knowledge, and therefore cannot be unfit for any
Man's endeavours whe is willing to contribute to
the advancement of Learning.’

I must express my best thanks to two friends,
Mr. F. ]. H. Jenkinson, University Librarian, Cam-
bridge; and Mr. J. P, Edmond, Librarian to the
Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, for very kindly
reading through the proofs of the entire book and
making many useful suggestions and corrections.

E G D
March 1893
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