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VI-L.

N the work on the Central Park had

fairhy eonunenecd, b the spring of L1EGS,

[ fomnd —or T [oeiod == that  proper
uttention Lo my seutterad dolics made It neces-
sy that L should bave a swabdle-horse

How ensily, by the way, the argumenta that
convinee us of these pleagant necessitivs [od
their way to the understanding !

Yet, how to subzist a Lorse atter buyiong one,
and how to buy§ The memory of s wull-beed
and keem-eyed gray, dating back to the earliest
days of my bovhowl, and fonniog the chief fea-

ture of my recollection of play-thue ko years;
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an idle propensity, vot a whit dulled yet, to
linger over Leech's longnecked hunters, and
Herring's field geenes; an almost superstitions
faith i the diflerent auslyses of the bones of
the racer and of the cart-lorse: a firm belief
in Frank Forester's teacliugs of the value of
“blood,” —all these conspired to wurow my
range of selection, and, unfortonately, to con-
fing it to o very expeunsive class of horses.

Unfortunately, aoain, the commissioners of the
Park had extromely invopvenient ideas of ocun-
omy, and ovidendly did not consider, in fixing
their schedule of saleries, how mneh nwore sutis-
factery vur positions would bave been with more
conerons  ernolument.

How a mon with only o Tk saluy, and with
u family to support, could set up s saddle horse,
— and not ride to the dogs, —was o gquestion tlat
excreised not o little of my cogineering talent
for weeks ; and many an odd corner of pluns ad
estilngtos was figured over with ealewlations of
the cost of forage and shoeing,

Stuble-room was plenty aud free in the cou-
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demned aildings of the former ecenpants, mud
a little “ over-time"” of ong of the men would
suffice firr the grooming,

I finally concluded thar, by giving up vigars,
and devoting my energics to the pipe in ther
siend, I counld save enough Lo pay for my horse's
keep ; and so, the ways and means having been,
in this somewhat vague manner, provided, the
nest step was to buy o hovse, To tell of the
days passol at auction eales i the hope (never
there realized) of foding moodusss awd chenpness
combined, -—of the glalicnery wasted in answer-
ing ndvertivements busel on overy coneeivalile
form of flse pretence ; to deseribe the wonber
less brokeon-kuead, leolken-witnded, aod  broken-
down brutes that eae under ingpeetion, — would
be tedious and disheartening,

Good horses there were, of courst, though very
fow good saddle-horses (Ameries is not productive
i this direction), — and the possible nnimals were
held at imposaible pricos,

Thoze who rode over the new Park lands wsu-

ally rixle anyihing bt good saddle-horses.  Fast
1%



