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MACKINAC ISLAND CONFERENCE

JUNE 30-JULY 6, 1910

FIRST GENERAL SESSICN

(Grand Hotel, Friday, July 1, 1810,
3:15 p. m.)

The frat gencral sesslon of the Thirty-
gecond Antual mesting of the Amerlenn
library association was called tw erder by
the President, M, 1. C. Hodgesd, o Friday
evening, July 1, in the Casloo of the Grand
Hotel at 815 o'clochk.

The PRESIDERT: It 1z my duty and
pleasure to call io order ihe Thirty-second
Contference of the American Hbrarr asso-
clatlon. The first business of the Aszooia-
tlom 1s to listen to the President’s addrees,
the title of which Is:

AN ANATHEMA UPON FINGER-POSTS

1 appreciate that my title neads an apol-
ogy. It came Into exlatences In bhls way, I
had finlshed my address, oz I aupposad, and
had sat down in satisfaction to ook over
the reporis of the gpening exercizes of pre-
vious eonferences. FPride goeth before de-
gtruction, and s havghty spirdt betore =
fall. My i1l camwe a8 I read the words of
other presidents: “The subject.of my ad-
drass”  There was no subjsct at the head
of my address. I ran it throueh hoping to
find It subject somewhers lm hiding; T
senrched dictionaries of quotations and
dietlonarles of synonyme, thinklong that
possibly  they might Imow, when it
dawned opon me that, Houndering In my
Inkwell, I had brought forth an anathema
upon finger-posts; and all my life through
I had thought mysell fond of finger-posts,
thay are In thelr idicgynerasies so human.
But not a word had I said ahout fnger-
posts, and I doubtad whether my anathema
would stond unlegs the name were insorted,
s0 back to the beglnning [ went, to make
a fresh start,

In attacking a soclologleal problem I

bave often thought of zome fabric, made
pot oply of the warp and woof, but with
threads worked into it running hither and
thither in intricate design. Such & fabric
is the inferlacing of the many influénces
which combine to make the livedin world.
The fabric is without edges; there i no be-
gioning or end, no first or last, it may be
lifted any¥where, and the meandering of the
threads followed, but with a comprehension
of the whaole far from complete.

Thers is an unendingnese to sociological
work, to Hbrary work, We are striviog not
for perfaction, for boyomd any stage of
development we may reach there are yet
rany others which may be scon, and an
Infinituda of stages far beyond ouwr pow-
era even of eoncopilon. A great eollege
president lars down bis burden after forty
yeurd of suecedufal «fort, and we zea not
the wlagnation of perfectlon. bui the
Founger euccessor siepping in with fresh
ideals, which he proceeds fo reallve as if
the work of hle predecessur hed been mere-
Iy nreliminary.

It hae been said, over and over agalh,
thai a3 a Hbrarism mo one peed hope fov
fame; that as a historian or creator of
Hterature one might reap such a reward,
but only bread and butter by labyr 2z a H-
brarian, Firat and last, this wloofness of
fame has given me nol a liftle concern,
irom which there was a short respite the
other day, when I learned, on the word of
Confueins, that the philosopber Kiung—
wise encugh in booki—ie remove the re-
yroach that he was deing nothing to make
hiz nume famous, ok to charfoteering.

Within a few weeks the vulgar concsp-
tion of o librarian was given in "The Na-
tion" ag a "dletributor of books for recrea-
tlonal purposes, and conservator of mate.
rial for the scholar and investigater,” It
was added that librarians are wont to re-
gard thermsolves as workers in the educa-
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tlonal fleld, and may be credited with the
wiah 1o spread thelr ldeas of the misslon of
books, and thelr infAuence as missionaries
of the book, though ali the while conscions
that they are not recognized as a profes-
sion to the same extent as teachers, To
account for this lack of recognition, libra-
riane were described as writing or speaking
too exclusively of matters of technical de-
tall, and of treating thelr suhbjects in a
gomawhat namby-pamby fashion. [F this
charaecterization iz just, it is fortunate that
few of them contribute artleles on hrary
matters 1o the periodical preds at large,
and that the number of books on llbrary
affalrs and mansgement is amall when
compared with the Hterary output of the
teaching profession. The writer in "The
MNation™ softens this arraligznment with gome
mild excuses, which you can look for, if
vou like.

Crozslng England from London to Livars
pool, wrapped most of the way in fog, 1t
was my formune to have the fog 1t for a
few moments oz wa pagsed an old country
church. The church wag set apart, with no
sear of modern industrisifsm upon the
rural landzseape, of whdch it wadg the eon-
ter. Aside from jtp vse 28 A place of wor-
ship, such & church haz a story fo tell—
the story of the jor of effort on the part of
its buiiders—a joy which seems to have
besn unbounded. More than a church, as
we ufiderstand that term, it was a center
of social life; about 1t the people gathered
by day to dance and plar; and uoder the
moopnllght, we are told, falries eame to con-
coct their pranks for the good or il of o
happy-go-lucky foll

Then our modern world was barn, and &ll
was stlited: the musical rounds of the
games were stopped, and the fairles driven
away. It had all been the foventlon of the
devil; grown meén and women should not
play, the world was passing into a new
phaze, Cromwaeli's  soldiers, poesibly
through force of circumstance, beat down
the exuberant ornament as manifesting
only the enticlng power of the evil one.

Alout that time, when raw manhood was
trying to obliterate the conceptlon of life's
beauty, which had been ltile by 1lttle chis-
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eled into stone, there was an idea rampant
that bocks were doing more harm than
good, and this largely because clever pen-
meén had made them wondrous beautiful.
While it is not strietly true, still beautifal
thinge were looked upon as the devil's, and
it wae decmed safer fo be without them.
The llbrarles were broken up, and the
books seattered. But books asserted them-
selves; they were not to be downed, were
goon eoming together agaln, were joined
by those which had long been forgotten,
and are gonarally credited with having con-
tributed in no smwall degree to the re-birth
of the world.

It 1a the Puritan world which most con-
eoris the public Iibrarians, at least it 41d
coneern them, In that world books of 2
kind wers not eschewed. Harvard colicge
was founded at once on thelr arrival by
the American Purltane; and, on the wall
of my New FEngland high sehool was o tab-
let giving the school’'s lineago back o a
Latin achool staried 1o 1640 odd as 2 faoder
of the college. 1 doubt the devil's raifah-
lpg Puritan booke; and surely he would
have denied the lluminations of the New
England primer, to the deciphorment of
which by gencratlons of Infants may be
traced much of Yankce ingenulty.

The whole Anglo-Saxon world has been
& by world. For two centurles pre-
coding tho last that world wad constantly
expamding, It strotched away to Amerlea,
and in Ametica towards the Misslssippi,
it carrled its trade to China, to Africa; to
South Awwerlea, and the FPacific. There
were romancs and adventure in that ex-
punsion, but when the world had been
tracked over, and the adventure subsided,
and factories were building, there arosa
the llbrary cry, and it came from Ohlo
the same year zs from Massachusetie, and
from the industrizl countles of England.
We look about and faud curselves and our
immediate predecessors for the creation
of our t¥pe of public Nbrary, but iz this
type of library not a creatlon of its en-
vironment, while we wre rather the ready
hustandinen who nurture?

On the village preens of old England
the people, invigorated by their outdoor
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life, gathered in thelr free hours for thelr
games. They flocked to thelr churches,
and, by their erudely voleed public oplnlen
compelled the recording In these of thelr
happlest inspirations, That old 1lfe gons,
there was recompense in the stirrlng ad-
venture by sea and land. The bread-
earning hours of the modern industrial
operatives are devoid of everything that
iz human. It is oot surprising that there
iz little love tor work, and that a tendency
to mediocrity I3 manifested. As Minster-
berg puts 1t: “Every feature of our scclal
Ilfe shows an unwlllingness to concentrate
attentlon,” The public press offers sensn-
tionalism: amusements degenerate: we
even pay professional athietes to piay our
zames—aomething which seemed hardly
belevable whem, as a child, 1 was told this
of the Chinese. Having reached this point
let us follow a thread Jeading io the op-
posite direction.

Tramping through the woods of New
Jersey, oo the top of the palisades over-
Tooking the Hudson—It wasz io bleycle
days—]1 came upon a young fellow, say
seventeen, siretched at full length, his
wheel beside him, and holding a hook
over which he eould look wpon one of ths
fairest vlews in Amerles. The book had
itz place In thiz vizlon, though se likely
ag not moero e inslght pacsed over the
pagos than throogh them ilnto that young
braln. It may be that the boy had a long
read, but I smapect pot. It desms more
likely that the book was but ohe element
in the entovrage with which the boys
mind waz o barmeny,

The philosophy of Idieness g given by
Dr. Gullck In hls “Eficlent 1ife" somawhat
as follows: “The best work that most of
ug do Iz not bagun ln cur offices or at our
desks, but when we are wandering in the
woods, or sitting with undirected thoughts.
From somewhere at guch tHmes there flash
into our minds those ldeas that dlreet and
control our lives—vislons of how to do
that which previously had geemed lmpns-
sible, new aspirations, hopes and desires.
Work s the process of realization. The
careful balance and the great ldeas come
largely during quiet, and without heing
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sought. The man who never takes tlme
to do nothing will hardly do great things.
Ha will hardly bave epoch-making Ideas
or stlmulating ideals.” If cur books in
gome subtle way may draw us from our-
gelves, are they oot serving a good pur-
poua?

There 18 another manmner of reading,
apd that is the manner of him who can
follow a course of reading. The belngs
with this gitt are to be seom, In no small
nunibers, In our reading rooms day io and
day out. Upon them I geaze with ili-con-
cealed awe. [ calculate upon the volume
of eruditlon paszsing in, and so carefully
pregerved.  Suech, as 1 understand it, are
the perfoet readers. It i our effort from
ona Foar's end to the other to make of
our yoing patrons good readers. 1 think
that 1 bave never known anything but the
utmoat seorn manifested for the dreamy
reader. “Don't let your thoughts wander,
read the bost hundred booke.” Buch ls the
adviee we lavish.

Finally, the library = a groat siore-
boure of imowledse, and there are eo-
operative store-houses, cor ought to be,
aod buyy men and women dlp bere and
dip there to gather bits of wisdeom, which
ald in the poncoction of new and wondroos
elixlra, To sl this } sobserihe,

There 19 one lmportant characteristie
of our work, there is & chance that the
knowladge contzined In books cam he
labeted, znd that we are trylng to do.
The effprt leads to otr techpigue, which

is fasrinating but not inspiring, It does
not appeal to the public, 1t ¥s not worth
writing abput in the magazines. Other

social workers are gtudying human heings,
eppecially the weaknesses and foibies of
husman  beings, The classification and
Iaheling of thepre multifarfous weaknessen
and their combinations, even If it could be
aceamplished, would be of little avall. Tt
ls g guestion of personality in the student
whether results worth while are cbiained.

Looking through the program for one
of the season's congressed, I saw repeated
over and over again the purpose to send
people home with definite ideaz which
could be applied to the day's work, The
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inference is that from previous congresses
people have been sent home without deft-
nite ideas. I wonder whether the greateat
good will not be from the overpowering
of ideas, balf thought out and half in-
choate, which will carry the peopls thrangh
the day's work.

The preminence given those words,
“something to carry home,” gives me rea-
zon for guerylng whether the aid we can
render In the development of mankind
deas not resemble that which the farmer
glves his prowlng crops. The farmer does
not selze upon his corm and draw It by
main forca from the seed through the
varioes stages of lts growth., Tlret, scloct.
ing good sead, the ofspring of good ancop-
tors, he plants this In well fertilized aud
plowed sofl, proteats it from drought, fram
overpowering weeds, and from marandhg
inpects, making the conditions of growth
ihe most favorable, but leaving the rasult-
ing product to the inberent capacities of
the plani. With some, round hosbandry
iz instinctive; others may galn by practice
a certzin degree of skill. There 1z a
Gorman proverb that “the stupidest peas-
ant has the Iargest potatocs,” always sup-
posing that the largest are the hest. The
congresses plan 1o scemd thelr mwembers
home with ful)! knowledge of how to get
resuelig; bur the besi warkers show us
results, =cldom  glving  gencralizations
which can be followed by the unilnsplred.

There may never have been a merry
past, though It is our fancy toe think so
It makes Uttle dlference whether we are
sirlving to regain that which we have losi,
or are striving to bring into existence a
human state of greater joy than aoy so
far roallzed. I wll even burs haclk ot
scraich oul “siriving,” aund ingert the sim-
e word “living.” Btelving peopte irritats
mea.  With the firgt amd epotrolling ele-
wment in the strugele for existence, a good
measure of human sellishness, we need
not concern ourselves,  Of the uogetul
drudgery of the world, we do our pari i{n
fornishing Informatlon, mere hald facts
from onr gtores of facts. For the hours
of recreation we have somethlng to offer
in our fletion, biography, and {ravel. BHor
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the ingpirational moments, our best books
—hest In matter, best {n style, and best in
mechanicnl execution—should be ready.

S8t. Jerome has been called—unjustly, if
you lke—‘“the patron saint of leleure.”
He can he scen in most of hls pletures
garing acroes the pages of a follo, through
an open window, ai green trees and flow-
ers—al zome object of art on the wall of
hiz faultlegsly furnlshed study, or, best of
all, at hiz dog, who knows him for a
trifler and iz ready for another caress.
The insplratlonal wvalue of follog Is no
more. Twentlath century inspiration, so
far as it ls to come from hooks, must be
looked far over doodecimos,

Thers is the delightful lawlepsness of
human naturs in thiz inepirational value
of hooks, a& thers is in the love of song
and dance and play, in the love of wander-
ing through woods, thowgh one does mot
catalogue the trees. We shall hear more
of ihis in the symposinm on recreation.
TPorhape in this, ag in our story telling,
and our pletnre gazing, we may find a
way out of our old character of distribu-
tors and keepers of books.

Last year co-epcration among llbrarics
was tho feature of the pregram. The
principla of co<wperarlon has becn geno-
erally approved In e varlouwz forms as
already practicel or propescd. Co-opera-
tivn I a questlon of adminlatration. The
pablic is Interested when told of Itz ox-
jutence, and id pleased when reaplng some
of its henelts; bul co-operation In the
handling of bocks I8 no more thaa o duty
of the digiriputor and ecnservator of
hooks.

How is it with cooperation in the han-
diing of humao heings? The public H-
braries have heen called into egistence in
industrial commaunities apparently to as-
slst in relieving the atrain arising from the
monotony of modern induvstrial develop-
ment. Playgrounds, sensational jouwrnal-
igm, dance halls, moving pietura showe,
ball games, sunshine societies, soclal set-
tlements—are all coadiuntors. It wounld be
well 1f gome day we were to have a co-
operative conference, at whleh we should
lay aside, for the most part, consideratlon
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of our ndminietrative snags, and have
beart to heart talks with those who are
answerlng In such varied ways the un-
spoken appeals of the lever haulers and
pedal kickers, We shall have some of
this In the =ession of the Children's Sece
tion, and some in Mr. Taylors addreas
on Playgrounds, The need of recreation
for oarselves will be brought out in the
symposium at the third genera) session,

The reercational reading which we cater
tg, does pood. The Insplrational reading,
bed as it ia according to some standarda,
yet has its adwoeates. The perfect read-
ing, the result of the growth of woluniary
attention, maketh a fuli man., What mat-
tereth 1t if this full man's mind he ob-
seszed by the printed book? Buch resding
I8 mo more than a harmless vice. It 1a
hardly concelvable thet through much
readlng the mental powers of ohservation
and reason could be atrophied, when there
results the brilliantly crystallized mind
which we all know in onc clasz of these
full men, whem we call docirlnoirez. The
doctrinaires glve ws panse, they scem to
goc 50 much further than ordinary mor-
tals, I cannot zav that I cver heard of a
Ubrary dectrinaire. Perhaps sne might
he foend, and we should then bave 2 bell-
weather to lead us out of the maze n
which, as mortals, we are Ihvolyed.

Ontly another vzl hope! The docetrl-
naire's clear sight 2 in feldy in which he
himgelf 15 not ecalled opon to wander. In
his own field hae has no glearsr vision
than bis every day assoclates. TLet us
gaxe with 5t Joerome upoo g world full
of heauty, and cootenfedly {faflow that
blind gulde, the idealist—

"Whose sou! seed the perfacl
Which his eyFes seak in vain'

The pext ltem on the program i3 voeal
muosic by Willlam J. Fenton and Fraocis
J. Campbell.

The PRESIDENT: It seemed natural
that as host we should bave the Mlichigan
library ossociation. I have the pleasure
of introduecing Miszs Nina XK. Preston,
President of that Association.

Misa PRESTON: Mr. President, Mem-
beérs of the Association: 1t was with great
rajoicing that we in Michigan greeted the
announcement that the Amerlean library
associgtlon  would hold itz conference
within the borders of our own state, apd
there has been joy in our hearts ever since
we heard this announcement. If you have
not seen and felt our welcome by this
tlme no words that 1 might add, were they
ever o eloguent or chosen ever so wisely,
would convince you of the truth of the
statement, for deeds count mare than
words even [n the Ubrary profession. If
rou have felt our delight In your presence
hera, what need of words? We do not
claim that we have the best state in the
Onion, but one of our desires has been
that you might know ws and our state
betier, and 4o We ask you to lizten to our
early history apnd Jegend ap related io ug
thizs evening by Mra. Hulst, If, after hear-
ing ber, you admit our claim to state
pride, far be 1t from us io dispute you—
you arc for at least to-day our guests and
¥ou may say what seemeth best to youw.
(Applouse.)

Mrz. IIENTLY IIULST of Grand Dtapids,
Lilch., then read a paper oo “Early legends
and hlatory of Michipan.™

She traged the development of what
was tg hecome the state of Michlgan
throngh the azole apd later ages, until
there deacended from the porth the lee
sheet which plowed the soll, and hollowed
the beds of lakes Michlgan and Huromn.
The gpeaker ralated the Indlan logonds of
Michigen sod Macklnge Island in partlon-
Tar, and of the early Indlana she sald:
“The primitive meh of our couniry were
not only a picturesque peaple—how plo-
turesme we hardly realize even now—with
passions ferrible In anger, of which we
haye heard mueh, buot they were a
pegple with many noble ideals and tralis
also, of which we have heard too Jittle,
ug acute unblazed obzervers like Benjamin
Franklin an? James Fenlmore Cooper
have testiied.”

Indian legends were givenm by Mrs, Hulst
and the coming of the white men was
deacribed.



