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CONSCIENCE AND THE CONSTITUTION.

§ 1. Introduction.

I BAVE not selecled & passage of Paul's first epistle to the
Corinthians, to stand on my title page, without some hesitation.
Tt is not because I am anxious about myself in the matter, that I
have hesitated ; for let my motio be whatever it might, unless it
were some favorite passage of the so-called anti-slavery party, it
would probsbly be read by one portion of the commumity, in their
present state of excitement, with strong forebodings of & pro-slavery
effort. Let it be so, then, if it needs must be. I am willing, for
myeelf, to shoulder the burden, and to stand under it if I can. But
I rather shrink from putting the great apostle in the fore-front of
such a battle, and exposing him to the contumely which any one
else must meet with, who perils a declaration of the same purport
a3 his, on his own responsibility. The reader who does not under-
stand Greek, may find & translation of Paol's words, in the first
clause of 1 Cor. 7: 21. There it stands, as transiated, in the follow-
ing words : ART THOU CALLED, BEING A SEEVANT, CARE NOT FOR
ir. Had I adopted some motto devised by myself, expressed it in
other words of just the same import as those of the mposile, and
then placed this instead of the words of Paul at the head of my
little pamphilet, I should unguestionably find that a cataract of oblo-
quy and indignation would speedily be pouring upon me. Stll I
could have dared to commit such a deed, knd I not deemed it more
to my purpose to quote what Paul says, then to quote myself,

That the great apostle himeelf may be brought into some disre-
pute. among & certain class of readers, by my exposure of his sen-
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timents on the present occasion, is what I fear ; and this is the only
ground of the hesitatibn to which I have adverted. If I koow my
own heart, I would sconer expose myself to contumely, than occasion
its coming upon him. Still, he has a better shield to protect himself
than I have ; and his words are likely to stand, unchanged and unre-
pealed, when the lips and the pens of revilers will be beyond the
reach of harming him or his doctrine.

Ti is not my present objeet to go minutely here into the interpret-
ation of the words I have quoted, and of the surrounding context.
This belongs to another part of my little work. I have produced
the words of Faul at the beginning of my inquiries and remarks,
that such of my readers as atill preserve a regard for the apostle’s
words and sentiments, may reflect on the advice which he gives to
those who are under the yoke of slavery and who have to bear its
pressure, and ask themselves, whether those who do nof bear the
yoke, and are in no danger of having it put upon them, may not
weriously inquire, whether the pi ges ppldrw (care nol for i) is
not, ot every ground, more applicable to them than to the sufferers.
I know that there are many who will sneer at any one's suggesting,
that & little more of the loizser finire would become them as believ-
ers in the Christian Scriptures. Yet such a suggestion secms to be
needed ; for even religious newspapers, not a few, appear utterly to
ignore the apostle's words, and exhibit not a trace of ever having
had cognition of them. Instead of ®not caring,” they occupy whole
columng, yea whole broadsides, and now and then an Ertra besides,
with the most impassioned appeals and addresses, and with never
ceasing contumely and vituperation, poured out in floods on all who,
in this so-called Land of Liberty, use the libkrty to differ from them
in opinion. On all such, the rebuke of the apostle seems to be
somewhat cutting. 1 caonot help it. T should be glad if that
reboke eould be spared; for 1 do not court, and do not love, the
business of applying it. I come to it with about as much relnc-
tance, as Jeremiah (20: 7—I10) felt to bring the message with which
he was charged to the Jews. Probably I shall share the same fate
that befel him. :

Be this as it may, I have counted the cost, and mm not satisfied
that it should deter me from doing what I deem to be & sacred duty.
It lies within my proper sphere of duty to hold up before the world
the declarations and doetrines of God's eternal word; for I have
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been & preacher of the gospel, according to the best of my knowledge
and ebility, for more than forty-five years. More than forty of
‘these have been spent on the study of the Bible; and the conse
‘quence has been, that this book has taken a paramount place in my
reversnce, and in my semse of duty to obey it Statesmen and
jurists may discuss the great questions, now occupying all beads and
all hearts, with much force and eloquence. They have done so, on |
both sides. Never, since the Declaration of Independence, and the
formation of the United States Constitution, has there been so much
deep feeling excited, or so muoch effort called forth. DBat there is,
“for all who profess a reverence for the Scriptures, another aspeet of
the great questions in agitation than that which sinlesmen and
jurists, hampered by parliamentary taetics, can venture themselves
to diecuss. The majority in all our legislative bodies, as 1 fear,
would look upon a man who should address seriptural arguments to
them in the halls of legislation, as if he had risen from the dead,
afler having once been a member of the Long Parliament, in the
time of Oliver Cromwell ; and all the names which Butler has con-
jured up in his Hudibras, or Dr. Scuth in his Sermons, or Tory
writers in their diatribes, and have bestowed on the Puritan legisla-
tors, would be added to the name of the luckless wight who should
once make such an appeal. Yet, forsooth, we are in & Christian land!
Is this really sof ‘Then may those whose life has been devoted to
the teaching and diffusing of Christisnity be pardoned, for sounding
the words of prophets and apostles in the ears of our great commu-
nity. I claim that right. I expect, however, to be condemned by
some, and perbaps maligned by others, for exercieing that right
No matter. Tt is but of little consequence what becomes of me, if
the teachings of ¢ the gloricus Gospel of the blessed God” may
come in their simplicity and power and authority before the public,
in any manner thet will attract their attention. It is too late for me
to cast off the authority of that Goepel, or to shun my responsibility
for proclaiming it. It would be reproachful to me in the highest
degres, if 1 should desert the cause which I have so long and so
deliberately espoused, in the day of assanlt or of peril.

By this time some of my readers will begin to inquire, perhaps
with a degrea of wondery what has led me to such an introdoction to
what I have to say, on the present occasion. I feel that some
apology for, or rather that some secount of, my proem is due to
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them. I will narrate briefly snd simply what has ealled me out, and
led me to the utterance of the preceding sentiments. .

Ihvamarbeentro&'&dmﬂhul,lhwembemwhﬂﬂe
world vsually styles a politician, In my early days, while in my
college-studies, and afterwarda in the study of the.law, I wos warmly
engaged againat the Jeffersonian politics and administration.. 'When

‘1 became & pastor of the First Church at New Haven, in Connecti-

cut, I renounced all sctive pursait of politics. I never preached a
political sermon in my life. Usually I did not go to any meetings
for the election of state or town officers. My people were some-
what divided in politics, and I did not like unnecessarily to.offend
those who differed from me, by voting agminst their wishes; for
such was the viclence of party in Jefferson-times, that offence would
of course have been taken. But I never shummed voting, becanse
1 feared the consequences as to myself. It was principally becanse
my vote was aliogether unnecessary, and therefore (in my cireum-
stances} inexpedient, there being then an overwhelming majority in
Connecticat of anti-Jeffersonians. I have been more than forty
years & resident and freeman in this commonwealth, During all
that period, I have pever voted at the elections, more than some ten
or twelve timea. Tn seasons of what T thonght to be peril, I hegan
to'vote somewhat regularly ; and it was under the imperial reign of
Gen. Jackson, that I commenced such an exercise of my franchise-
rights. But I never preached politics, or taught them, in public.
I have frequented the Lecture-room, in the Theological SBeminary
bere, near forty years; vet I believe none of wll my pupils will
charge me with occupying their time in political lectures. I have
never writlen & political piece for our mewspapers or magasines;
except in one case now to be mentioned. In that one case, I put
my hand to & crifigue on a speech of Mr. Webater, delivered at
Andover; and subjoined a defence of Mr. Webester's course, in the
matter of continuing to hold offiee under President Tyler. The
people of the glorious old Bay State had been led, at that time, by
the newspapers, (some of which wers filled with inuendos againgi
Mr. Webster made by interested politicians), into & disapprobation
of Mr. Webater's course then, in like manner as 1 believe them now
to be misled. When the whole case was fairly laid before them,
they hastened, as & body, and with that noble spirit: which they
cherish, t0 do him justjee ; I hope they will not refuse the hike
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justice on the present occasion, if &s good an account can be given
of Mr. Webster's course.

If it was a @in in me, who happened, (from circumstances un-
sought for and unexpected, and, I may add, quite peculiar in my
life), to become acquainted with the troe history of Mr. Webster's
Becretaryship — if it was & sin to develop the matter to the publie,
go be it. I do not reproach myself as yet, however, for such a sin,
because I have never been able fo see any atrocity in helping to do
Justice to & man, to whom the public were somuech indebted. After
& short period, from that day to this, I have neither heard nor seen
any reproach to Mr, Webster, from any respectable quarter, for the
course he then parsued. Yet for myself Idid not, for a time, escape
severs censure, on the part of some of my fellow citizens. Anony-
mous letters full of reproaches were sent to me ; various newspaper
paragraphs, for my edificetion, were carefully despatched to me by
mail, franght with bitter and sometimes malignant vituperation.
Yet I onrvived. When the tornado had passed, I rose gently up,
and finding no very serions broises, T went quietly along my humble
and peaceful way, as ususl.

Sines then, I have never meddled with polities. I have been
engaged, when able to study, in other matters that I relished far
more; and if T did not understand them better, it was my own fanlt
My increasing sge ond my many infirmities bave given me a disrel-
ish for the mélée of political contest. Tt was not until within & few
weeks, that T ever thonght of epproaching the argoa of that contest,
even near enough to Jook on and see what was doing.. Unluckily
for my quiet, the paper expressing approbation of Mr. Webster's
late Speech was presented to me by a friend, and I was asked
whether I agreed sufficiently with his views to sign it. My ready
reply was in the affirmative. I put my name to éhe paper, and there
T hope and wish it may stand. It is not & pledge, as I view the mat-
ter, that I am ready to support every shade of sentiment, on every
topie upon which Mr. Webster's speech touches. That gentleman is
the lnst man who would demand the sarrender of their own individoal
views from his friends, But it is a pledge that I did, and it still sig-
nifies that T do, from the bottom of my heart, assent to, and agres
+with, all the important parts of Mr. Webster's reasoning in general ;
and specially, it indicates my aseent to his aim and desire to cherish
our Union as inviolable, and to persoade both parties to make all




