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THIS ESBATY,

TODCHING

THE MOST POPULAR ENGLISIL WRITER OF A FORMER FPERIODN
dy Dedieaey fo
THE MOET POPCLAR ENGLIETE WERITER OF THE FRESENT,
CHARLES DICELNS,

By one repeatedly thanlkfol to him for the pleasantest read-
ing hours of his life—since the moming of Ivanhoe, and
the Bride of Lammermoor—and o sincere admirer of the
resolved and genial democrat, who, being the most funous
and flattered anthor of hiz time, hes always chosen to stand
by the side of the people, laboring for and with them, and
gympathizing with their wants, feclings and interestz; and
who mow geems willing to advance o mew claim to 8
more general applavse, by the opinion that all his coun-
trymen shoold lewrn the use of arms, and thos be en-
ghled to stand erect, on & level with the people of other
nations in the Old and New World.®
Tae AvTHow.

* Bee ¥ Honsehold Wards," No. 519, 5. 3635,






PREFACE,

Tue historic reader is strack—or should be—with the
facts that Liord Chatbam is represented as in some de-
gree ont of his senses—full of & certain perversity, secret,
evasive, scowling, and implacable—duoring a porlion of his
career; and that the period of his strange, unexplained
lunacy was the very period of the Junian epistles. In the
earlier part of the fustrim, 1767-1772, the great Luffled
minister was doing something under a cloud, and behind a
curtaing and Junius, at the same time, in all his forti-
tudes, girding at the king, lords, and commons of England.
A remarkable coincidence; but not sufficiently remarked,
we suspect, by those who meditate that Epistolary Sphinx of
the last ape,

The same reader has, probably, felt surprise that the
orator, whose genius and audacity could raise the menoton-
ous character of British eloguence 1o the old Greek level of
the Aporn—and the statesman, who, since the stronger
times of the Wolseys and Burleighs, stands vp alone to
redeem the common rnn and fatal mediocrity of British
statesmanship, should have sech an indistinet and meagre
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bisgraphy, and leave some of the best effects of his ener-
getic life to the keeping of tradition; at a period, teo, not
beyond the memory of some men now living. Thia veil-
ing of sach a bust in the proeession of the celebrities, sag-
gests something, in the dispositions of the great man himsslf
and in thoze of his compeers and countrymen, which does
not ghow itself in & passing glance,

Along with these, thers are twe other striling consid-
crations. The first Is, the general appearance of dislike
with which the great peers of that time—the Bates, Al
bemorles, Ruossels, Rockingbams, and others—allude to
Lord Chatham, in their memoirs, or any lotters having
reforence to that angry period; while their sons and suc-
cegsors continne to the present day the old impressions
of aversion—an aversion which certainly seems too deeply
rooted to have had its rize in the mere political feuds
of the day., The next is, the curicus anxiety of Lord
Mahon—Chatham's descendant—and, along with bim, Lord
Brougham, Mr. Macaulay, and others, to make the world
believe, against the most glaring eonteary evidence, that the
vehement orator and statesman was & poor hand at a let-
ter, a feeble sycophant of George 1L, and, for the rest, a
man of crotcheta and eddities, which no one could rightly
understand then, and which no one nead try to understand
any wore.

Such considerations—ecalenlated, perhaps, to excite eor-
inin donbts, and ronso coriosity—were those which first led,
in this ense, to the methed of Lord Chatham's madness, and
the conclosivns shown in the folldwing pages.

The writer has seen but one attempt to prove that Junins
was Lord Chatham: that of Dr. Waterhouse,® of Cam-

* The Doators testimony, thoogh garralons nnd ranbiiog, @8 not with-
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bridgs, Massachusetts, who published his book in 1831, snd
whose manner of treating the subject did his theory more
harm than good. He confines himself to what may ba
called the classie series, rejecting the Mircellaneons Collec-
tion, which confused and puzeled him, and msking that
desperate which wag difficalt before.  The Doctor, entering
the arena, on which he was to cope with the most conning
strategist on record, is confounded by the fact that Poplicola
begina by a terrible show of attack on—ILord Chatham !
He gives up the Miscellaneous Sevies as something wp-
acconntable, and rambles on his way to the conclngion with
balf the evidence, In England, Messrs, Swinden and
another produced rifaceimentos of the Duoctor's argument,

Bat the Chathamites are not the only inguirers who have
stood puzaled before the Poplicolas and Correggies.  The
Franciscans, too, bave flung doubts wpon them—on some
of them, at lsagt—more disposed to give up the letters
than give up their theory. The truth is, those searchers,
from the beginning, have had an humble opinion of the
Junian legerdemain, and thonght they conld cirenmvent
that Ulysses of the pen with a few hours’ felicitous think-
ing, and & nice balancing of the evidences discoverable in the
lettera themselves, and the tenor of the few yvears embraced
Ly their publication.

The only man who conld e Junivs iz presented in thesa
pages ; his life before and after 1767 beiog the best proof

out a cerininmerit, Le was in his youth s eolemporary of Juniva; and,
o8 0 medienl pupil of Dr, Fothergifl, of Loodon, sonbd gather enangh
irom tho gosaip of the copitel to profdoce the convietions of his after [,
He had heard whispers of the truth long beforo those sectarics, the Fron-
glscans apd othera, vose to corrupt and darken i with thele Sevices, glossess
and bevesios.  In ihis respect, the opinion of Dr. Waterhouse Is of highee
valuo than people are disposed to think,



