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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAI CONVENTION OF THE STATE
S0CIETY OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY, HELD AT
TOPEKA, KAN., FEERUARY 6, 7, 8, 1911.

In pursuance of chapter 99, General Statutez of 1901, the
following official call was lzsued:

TorExA, HAN., Decembor 24, 1810.
To all Labor Associations and Lobor Sovickies {Trade-unions, Labor Or-
genizations, ond Railroad Breotherhoods) in the Stote of Konsas,

greeting ! .

Pursuant to chng:otcer 99, Genaral Statutes of 1801, entitled “An met
to create 8 State i of Eebor and Iodustry,” cte., it is made the
duty of the secrefary the State Sociefy of Labar and Indust]':x:ly to
imsue a esll to all labor associations and labor societies to assemble in
& delegate comvention to be held at the state capitol on the first Monday
in February, 1911.

Therefore, the thirteenth annual convention of the State Society of
Labor and Industry iz hereby celled, fo conveme at the atate capitol, in
the eity of Topeka, at nine o’clock 4, », vn Monday, February 6, 1911,
and to continue in session until the business iz disposad of. The basis
of representation for the loeal organizations ir ap follows: One delegata
for the first fifty members or fraction thereof; and one additicnal dele-
gate for each additional 100 members or a majority fraction thereof;
provided, that such organization shall have complied with the require
ments of the law az to s eligibility as found in section 6645, chapter 99,
Genora! Statutes of 1901, & copy of which may be found on the
credential blank.

Printed credentials will be forwarded to zecretaries mot receiving
them, upon application to the secretary of the State Soclety of Labor
and 1 gtry. Sueck credentials must ba certified under outh the pre-
siding officer and secretary, and tha origing returned fo this o as geon
us possible after ihe elochion of delegates

The purposa of this convention shall be the discnesion of sconomic and
industrial questions and other matters pertaining to the Interests of
labor, and the election of a president, vice president, secretary and as-
sigtant secretary of the Stats Seciety of Labor and Industry, which of-
ficers shall constitute the State Burean of Labor and Industry; the
wecratary and assistant sacretary of which shall be ex officte commissioner
and assistant commissioner of labor, No reduction of railread ratea
under the present two-tent fare is obtainable, hut the present rate is
the same as the one and one-third rate formerly obtained.

All organizations eligible under this act are eurnestly requested to
be reprasented. W. L. A, JOHNEON,
Secretary State Society of Labor and Imdustry.

N. B.—In the event no new delegate is alected to this convention, the
present delegates will, under the law, hold their membership ss dele-
gates until their successors shall bave been chosen and admi . - But
in this event the secretary must notify this office at his earliest con-
venience. See section 6645, chapter 98, General Statutes of 1901. .

@ -



4 Proceedings of Thirteenth Annual Convention.

MOENING SESSICN, FEBRUARY &, 1911.

The convention was called to order, in the office of the com-
migsioner of labor, at nine o'clock, by President A, 8. Me-
Allister. On motion, the convention immediately adjourned
to Security Hall, at Seventh and Kansas avenue, where all
subsequent sesgiona of the convention were held.

Convention was ealled to order at 9:30 in Security Hall
by President McAllister., W. L. A. Johnson, in introducing
his excellency Hon. W. R. Stubba for the address of weleome,
spoke, in part, as follows:

Ladies and Gentlemen and Fellow Delegaten of the Thivteanth An-
sl Convention of the Stefe Soclety of Labor: Our officers have de-
cided upon a slight changs in the vzusl program of address of welcome,
changing the wsual eveming receptiom to the morning sesgion It is a
matter of pleasure to note the progress of our State Society during the
past twelve years of it existence. Each annual convention grows larger
and more enthosiastic in the splendid work u-f our Society. The 278
or 300 delegates hers, represemting, as they do, the vast army of or-
ganized and unorganized workers of the rank alld file, show the appre-
ciation and the intereat that in being taken throughout the state in the
-effort that is being put forﬂl for the uﬂhuildlng and fc-r the betterment

the industria! eonditiona of our At each arnual gatherin
in the past we have had thec{)leasure und good offiees of the governor o
the state in giving us a wor advies and good counsel in shaping the
destinies of our work along gafe und conservakive lines. We are to
favored thie morning with an address of welocome by our henored gov-
ernor, and I am sore it will be 2 plemsure for vz to.hear him. I now
have the pleasure of introducing to vou Governcr Stubbs, who will say
s word weleome,

Governor Stubbs addreased the convention, as follows:

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretory, Ladiss and Gentlomen of the Organizg.
tion: I deem it an honor sa well as a privilege to be permitted te ad-
dress you here to-day. I Tecognize the fact that labor is the greatest
wenlth- producmg ower on the fyee af the parth. I believe all 'thoughtful
earnest men in public life recognize the fact thet while labor iz produc-
ing the wealth of thin nation, and every other nation in the werld, that
the Faborer and the workingman and the employee in the various avoca-_
tiong of lifs has never recoived hia full ahare of the benefit that arcse
from the labor which he performa. [ helieve that your gathering here for
the purpose of promoting the welfare of the interests you represent is in
line with the progressive spirit which extends ali over the country end
all over the world. The righte af property have beam pretiy well safe
g‘ua‘rded in this cnunt?" by la in fact, I think the rights of property

ave been so well guar ed tlmt ey g0 away heyond their rights and have
them well protected in the courts; but the righta of labor have been for-
gotten to some extent, and the greabeat. problem- before the American
people to-day iz the guestion of whether this country—this great, fres
republic—ashall be controlled in the interests of property or in the in-
tercsts of men. This is a guestion you pentlemen will have more to do
with solviog than almest aoy other class of people, because there are
more of you. You have got more votes, and this thing will be settled
by votes in the final analysis, in the erucial test that will come here—
probably in your peneration, and if not, in the succeeding generation of
men. The great fight that is on in this century, that has got to be
pettled before you can make substantial progrees, is a question of whether
this nation and its policies and its destiny are going to be shaped and
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moulded and eontrolled by corporations in the interests of property, or
whether it will be shaped and moulded and controlled in the interesta of
the preat masses of human beings who toil and labor and work and who
really have made the nation great. I do not want you to think that I do
not believe in the protection of prop . for I have got a little bit of prop
erty myeelf, and I want to keep it. T believe that the interests of prop-
erty would be conserved by giving men their full rights and justice under
the law, I do not believe the American people are going to stand for
gny policy or plan that will permit one man to make his millions and
hundreds of usands of men te lve in hovels with their childeen im-
properly fed and ciothed in order to permit that man to make his milliéna
of dollars, 1 helieve that the men who work in mines, on railroads and
in shops for big corporations huve got to look this thing right square in
the face and deal with it in an intelligent and fearless way. I know that
corporations ap) to their fellows to vote with them when it comes to.
election time. They say [ am trying to destroy the railroads in Kansas.
That ta not a0, If the railroads had a right canse 1 would defend that
¢anse just as quickly as I wounld the canse of labor, But when they are
wrong 1 will fight them to the end of the battle, I want you to Jmow that.
I have not changed my mind ona bit about »silroades. 1 heve worked for-
rajiroads for twenty or twenty-five years and I know that the officers of
the railroads in the operating department and in the construction depart-
ment are gentlemen and mighty fine fallows. But down at New York,
where they keep the bank accounte and conirol the read and control the
slock and contrul the bonds, they ate mighty g'naedg. They are just as
greedy with the road and with the men to-deay as before the November
elpction, and are trying to defeat every messure you ask for in the legisla-
ture that will give labor protection. They will make your liability law
ay wWeak as they can make it. They huve men enployed in this legisla-
ture now to weaken that law. Your workingmen's compensation act,
when it ¢omes down to petting legisletion in the interest of labor that
I have recommended and am trying to put through here, you will find
thelr railromd attorneys here thal wers trying to get you Lo vote for them
&t election time are against you, if not openly, io the dark. Thoy are
their attorneys, )

1 say to you that I believe it ip for the intereats of labor to put the
corporgtions out of businesze in 30 far as polities are concerned. T do not
believe a corporation has a right te vote in the legislature, I believe the
railivad businesa 1s secondary to the well-being of the people and has
already been well paid for in a liberal sort of way., I say to you that
every atep that-has boen made iz better the lsboringmen’s condition on
railroads end further their interests has been done witheut the consent of
the railvoads. (Applsuse) i

If you think the railroad would sqmeera the railroad, and charge just
a5 high & rate as they can to the public, and be generous to the emliuyaes,
you are mistaken, Ev fight you have ever won in a strike,
mgnner of means or ods, haz been won hecause of public sentiment
being back of you, and so fighting for you. Whenever you align your-
selves with the corporation and take on your shoulders the sins of that
corporation—and they have plenty of them—then you alienate public
sympathy, and you need it. I am just talking , hard facts, I am not
asking for your support for me, end I den’t ask any man’z support unless
he thinks it wonld be an advantage to the great mass of people Lo vote for
me. (Applause o

I say to yon t your duty as men {3 not {o your labor organizations,
it is mot to yourselves exactly; it is to our great republic, that stands for
liberty and justice and fair dealing for every man, woman and child, no
matter how low or poor they are. (Applause.)

I did not come here to make you a speech and 1 do not expect to make
one; 1 came to welecome you to Topeka, and you are welecome so far as I
am concerned. There is no man that ever comes on a private car that is
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more welcome than the men [ am talking to here to-day. It is your
eapital eity, it is your eapitol building, it is your office, and [ am your
hired man when it comes right down to brass tacks, and I am doing
business for you; and when the big corporation wanted ms to call out the
militie to intimidate the miners when there was no just camse for it, I
told them I would not act, and se I did not act. (Continued applause.)

And that is what they wanted to do—to intimidate the miners, and
pend the soldiers there, sc that thely conld block everything in the line of
union labor. Mind you, I told Alex. Howat, the president of the mine
workers’ union, as long as the miners were law-abiding and did not
deatroy property and threaten human life there would not be any militia
called out. They conld Put it in their pi and smoke it, and po to
sleep over it. But when lawlessneas prevails in a strike, or the breaking
of any kind of lawa, that is what the militia {a for. When men becoms
* lawless and unmabageable and threaten human life snd property, then

I zay, eall them ont. I do not want any one to misundargmse;m about
it, for I am neot here to toady to anybody; I am here to stand up for
the pood name of Kansaz and every citizen in Kaneas, and T don’t care
how biack or how white he i, every man has the same right under the
law, and g& lomg as I am povernor of Kameaa he will have the same
right, a0 far as ancestyy is concerned. Thers will be ho favorites, and
no favors shown. T say to guu that Ie the only way a government
the people, by the people and for the people can give every man justice
and fair dealing, and that is all you need.

I eay to you it iz unjust and unfair and it is greedy to ondertake
to make the toan who works on the railroad thers, with all the hazard
that goes with it, worka in the mine where the explogions come unex-
pectedly and without warning to blow human beinge in all directlons—
1t is unfair for that man's family o toke all the risk and hazard of
hig life that results. It falls on the public in their dety toward thesze
fellows, and it should be educated to produce laws o say how much
should be paid to those fellows. There ghovld be a fixed law 20 58 not
to give one-half or two-thirds to lawyers for eolleetion. It should be
gtipulated, the price of human e, or of arm of of leg; it ought to be
gtiputated to you. You ought to ba able to get your money, and the cost
ascertained by experience and added to the price of tran tlon and
the prire of ecal and the priee of freipht traffic, where the laborer works
and the hagard falls, The pgreat mass of mpfe can afford to bear that
. burden, but the poor widow snd the helplesz children canmpot afford it
That is the kind of laws that T am in favor of in this legiglature and
that I have recommended in my message to the legiglature, and 1 will
use all the power I have as governor of the state of Kansas to get just
and equitable Tuws passed, protecting your rights and mine and the rights
of your wives and children.

We have heard much about the recall and referemdum law here,
What does that mean? [t means when we passed the referendum law
in Kansag, that when an oboodouz law ie placed on the statute bools
and the legislature refuses to act on 1f, that by a petition of five or
eight or ten per cent of the voters of Kansas you can have that law
suimitt.ed to the votes of the people of Kansas, and if it is wrong you
ean vole it right. Took al the fellowa hired to butcher the law, look
at the men who do the butzhering, and you will see railroad attorneys on
the committees., I have recommended a law that will give the people
the right of recalling the governor of Kansas when he is unfaithful, and
every other officer in Kaners who iz unfaithful and don't perform his
duty; and if he ls incompetent, gives you the chance to do what every
“employer of Iabor ought to have a right to do, and that is fire & man
when he iz incompetent and does not work. T don't know whether you
like that or not, but it {5 ae. A man who does net do his duty uuﬁht to
be fired, and you ought to stand back of that thing. Why? you
pratect the lazy, indifferent, indolent fellow and make the employer pay
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as much for hia labor ag for the honest, earnest, industrious man, it puts
& heavier burden on industry.
It ia up to you as the representatives of a great crganization in
ansaa to work out these problema so that the man whe wanta to work
and get ahead will have the opportunity to do so. Don’t load your boys
and girls dewn with rules in your labor oria.nimtim that will not give
them & chance to rise, those who will work and save and come to the
front. The greatest thing in America s the right of men of ability and
industry to rige above their fellows. In the name of God, T beseech you,
don't in these men down; if you do, you chain down the forces that
will give you Ifberty. You chain down the men to & dead body that
would rise and direct you and protect youw and fight for you, and have
skrength and ability to do it  Give them opportunity to rise in your
ranks, and the man who hae great sbility some chanee to get ahead. It
is the preatest thing in the life of America t-o—day, and the labor or-
nizations ought to consider that thing. I believe in it from the
ottom of my heart. It is the one atar of hopa that has risen for the
laboring wm'{d. There haa heem pood in every labor organization. I
am fer you go far as your rules are intelligent and are made for the
benefit and the interest of the laboring people in this county. But think
it all over. Don't go forward along lines that ara without care for
the p =8 and the development of the men who are in your ranks,
and of the boys and girla. The schools of Kansaz ought to be developed.
You are interested more thun anybudy elee in Kansas. 1 bebieve it
would be a great, a good, s eplendid thing to have a echool of mining,
I believe the Jegislature will estghlish that school, and I believe it will
be the guicke:zt way to teech men to do practical things.

I suy to you te-day that you huve pot mighty probleme before you, and
you want fo have justice and righteousncss as the ideals before your
minds. Ghre the public what belongs o ik, and then demand of the public
the reward that ia due to [abor., aAnd I say b0 you that you will bring
respect to yourselves and your children, and ﬁﬁu will be helping to build
up a great nation where liberty and justica will be enthroned forever, and
will becoma 2 beacon light, beckoning to all the nations of all the world
and showing lhe downtrodden peoplo the pathway to liberti. the pathway
to justice end to the protection of their tighty and their hopes. Millions
of men all aver the world have their eyee fived on America to-day, and
they want to know whether thin government of oura is a success or net.
And T say to you it iz np to you to help make it what it ought to be—an
ideal country menaged in the interests of all the people and not the few
people, where the distribution of wealth will be as uniform as the flowers
that deck the hillsides in the spring or the sunlight that floods all the
landseape with gold. It ie a great problem, and it is worth while to give
your thought and your consclenee to the selution of that problem.

Now T want to say a word about the enforcement of law. 1 know
that some people do not believe in the enforcement of the law against the
saloon. I have had it called to my attention. If you trespasy and trample
under foot one law, there is no renson why you should not do the same
with any other law. When I togk the cath of office on the 11th of January
and swore I wonld enforea the law, I want you to know that all the power
of this state is back of that vath and will be for the next two years, It is
4 good thing for laboring men. I have seen the results of drinking all
over this country; T know it makes wives and children bungry and mig\ad
for the man to spend his wages en Saturdey, for I have seen it where
thousands of men were working, for I have employed large numbers of
men. Sometimes the largest pari of their wages went into the ealoom.
There is mo goed in it. I don't care how much you are prejudiced for the
saloan, there is no good excuse for it as long as you haven’t got good
clothes for your children, and food for the little ones. In the name of
God, think about your cbligations io your women and children. 1 am
not going to make a temperance lecture here, but I know what a curse



