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PREF ACE.

Tria text-book of Enatish Grammar forms the advanced manual of
Harper's * New Languama Hories,” and iy designed for stody in con-
nection with the autho's Vew School Composition.™  Tn a graded
course on the Enelish language it 32 tolended 1o 61l the place of the
book keawn ns the Progressive Grammar,  That, in such a eourze,
it witl [ill thal plase jn a wannwer more aatisfactory than the work
just named may reascuably be hoped from the considerations ad-
daced in the following pamaraphs

At the time when (he Progeessioy feammar way first poblished
<1872), it had become n convietion in the minds of sy thoughi-
ful feachers and others that Koglish weimimar, as set forth in boolks
and taught in schools, was failing to accomplizh its avowed end,
namely, *to teach the art of spenking sud writing the Englizh

' The Frogreseive Granmar waz an at-

longuage with propriesy)’
tempt bo break loose from the sheokles of purely technieal grommar
—ito sbrip it of fraitless fovmalism, and to inirodoce ihe constrictive
element. [t may be remarked that the acthor's views did not then
extend beyond that oie bool.  Boon after, however, the expericnce
of the school-voomm led the aathor to believe—as a like experience

WS ]-E:u{lh]g ARy athers to holievo—tliat a wetlod of htl.'lgl.'.l.':ge-

g ——

= Both treatizes may bo hiad bound inona volome, wisder 1he 1ikle © Bwin.
ton's English Geammor and Cornposiiion™
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training quite different from that mainly in voruoe was necessary
thorn arose, in fact, the thonght of fengeege 22 one thing, and of
gromingr as another thing; ond in this view it aecmed that a
suilallo apparalng af r:h_-m{!utnry instenction was vet to Tnx SL-
plied. This convietion took shape in tho books known az Lan
guage Primer, Languuge Lessony, and Sefood Composition.

In the meantime, sonteinporanceasly with the appearance of
tha sneeossive books of the ¥ Tanpnage Series,” there eame about a
broadening and readjustment of the scheme of langnarestudy in
tho pablie schools.  The neeossity of a progressive and praduated
coarse of training I the wether-taogme, extemding over some years,
and beginning in practice and exding in theory, is now gonevally
reecgnized and acted cng oso that, o considemble yoiformily in the
progeamme and nethod of Enstish stady being alinined, it scems
possible {o adapt onr book-appamitus to the work to be dope in
our schoeols.

Ti 4 with the view of accomplishing thiz purpose that a thorouzh
remnodeliing of Harper's ¥ Lanouare Series™ has beew made.  Ti ds
thought that the boeks now form a elozely conncered series, embody
ng a prqg;essim coursg of development, the oudline of which may
be thos set forgl:

1. Laxcrase Pooari—muninly pivedee,

2, New Lanevace Lessows—theory and praeties (5 e, grmmar and
compesition) in aboat egual proportion,

o | NEW ExcLisn (IRaiAn, il_t'he two studies Jdifferentiated,

= New Bouonr, Cosrosrmes — ) bal sinullancously parsued.

In the remodelled series, the preacnt toxt-lwoole farms the Gram-
ar, pare and simple, 1t presopposes & certain aoount of previ-
ous training in the theory and practiee of English—presupposes, ab
least, the amount of knowledge obtaivable from Swinton’s Language

Lessons, or from n similar book , and its specifie place in the cor
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rienlum is to be found in the ndvanced grammar grades of one
pulilic echools, though the beol s nlso suited to the wants of
high schools and acadomies, 1t 32 carnestly recormmended thad, the
Girammar be taken in conneetion with the Sekos! Composition,—
the suthor’s deal of the distribution of stady being: three gram-
mar Jessons and twa eomposition [essons per week,

The method and the matter of the ook ave both so obvions that
teachers will discover its seape and elumeter by simply torning over
the leaves: Lience no detailed exhildt of the plan scoms 1o be ealled
fur here.  The author would state in a single seatence that Lis 2im
hiss been Lo set Fortly, in the light of (e latest linpmistie seholarship,
tho etvmology and the syntax of (he Feglish lanouace—to make
a logien), systematie, aml woll-ordered presentation of this pread
subject, with & view both to jutellectnal developroent, or wit-sharp
ering, and to the attamment of a fair mastery of the ot of speaking
awd writimg our ongue,  Vory geeaf sace hins been taken to make it
a.. morking elass-lrools 3 ol I;u:'lrL'lf-Jﬂﬂr atlintion is ealled to the snm-
maries, tapisal analyses, and written roviews,  IFor the Jigher stwiy
of Eaglish, ju it Tistorical and comparative aspeets, a good amonnd
ol maderiul will be foand in the Appemliy, pages 237253,

In the preperation of this fext-hook the awthor Tias landled
several hwndred English ceanimars, all of which have been sage
gestive in one wav or other,  ITe muost, Towever, acknowlodge his
indebtedness thronghout to the grest German works of Mactzner
and of Kocl, and to the English prammarz of Moreis, Emest
Adams, Bain, Mulligan, amd Mason,  Té will perhaps not be amiss
to eredit to these storchouscs all thal is best in the materiol of
this text-book; its architecture the suthor clains as his own.

Wienran Swixtos.

New Youm, Awpst, 1877,
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