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PREFACE,

Tre only apology we make, in offering to the public. text-
books on Educetion and Tesching, i3, that neoessity has driven
ug to it. A oombinsetien of upforesesn avents and oiroum-
siances, over which we conld have but littls conteol, and from
whose pressure it was mlmost imposeible to escape, has, a8 it
ware, forced the publication of thess works. Oao the one hand,
the entira abeence of & text-bool of the kind these profess to
ba, and the ubiyersal ecnyiction of the necessity and praotios-
bility of such works; and oo the other, tha importunities and
engoursgements of Taachers, and of friends of Eduestion, have
led uwa to updertelre a work whioh, under other circumstances,
woald have been regardaed as the hight of presumption. Under
these ciroumstanoes, we have written; but it has been with &
conacions sense of insufficiency. What bas been written, muat,
therefore, ba very imperfect; but we have pimply done oar duty,
a5 we best could. .

But we beg leave #0 eay here, that we have not written far
those who know s great desl move than we do on these sul-
jeeta; nor for those who may feel they have no need of help;
but for thoee who are stroggling into the light, snd for thoss
who may never, as yob, have felt the reaponsibilities of their
labors, There ara thousande of such teachers; and for these,
and also for parents (for without their cotperation po ade-
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quate reform ean be effected), we, with the dangers and dJdiffi-
culties, to which they are exposed, constantly before our eyes,
hava prepared the following pages. ~ Ta swaken & proper sense
of responeibility and duty in soch. and to give them a knowl-
edge of those technical detnils s0 necessary to their success and
nsefulness, are the apecific ohjacts of this book,

We have not the vanity to auppose, however, that we are an
oracle to the profession: nor heve we the ambition to become
one; neither hava we the presumption to dictate special modes,
nor io offar our plens to the exclugion of all othars, Thia would
be traveling out of the line of policy, as well as of good eense.
It would be downright empiriciem., But we have endeavored
a0 to presetit tha whola subjact of Hewaw Crrroee, and so to
lay open and enforeo the principles of right Education and
O LR SO T oV e N W W T
careful etudy of thers pringiples, svary teacher and parent may
be sble rather to build wp his own avatemn, snd exercisre his own
judgment in the apecinl application of them, than to ﬁdﬂp;,
entiraly, the mensares of annther; for eny one can aee thet to
atternpi to develop the Teaching Thlene by cumnbering it whh.
the real or suppiged excellenctes of special methods exoln-
sively, would be like prescribivg specinl modes of treatment for
the oure of all diseasas, irrespactive of their character or the
constitutional pecullaritles of the patient. This wonld be em-
pirieism indeed; sinee it would deny the privilege of individ.
ual judgment, investigation and discovery. SHo, 1o palm off
upon teachers ss qualifications, the plans and specialities {and
too frequently the errors and whima) that may have heen sue-

sessful in the hands of others, without developing native ability,



PREFACE. v

would tend omly to circomecribe the limits of improyement, and
to cripple individual talent and enterprise. And on the other
hand, to discuss genaral theories, and to enla.rﬁa upon the im.
portance and edvantage of Eduoation, without reducing the
thenriea to practioe, would ba .aqunl]y objectionable.

We have tried to guard carefully sgninat thesa two extrames;
and we entertain the hope that the merita of the subjests pra.
sented, aaide from the manner in which they are treated, will
be a sufficiant poseport to public favor. With this hope, and
cloiming only that indalgence whioh is the common right of
mortale, and which we kaow u courtesus public will grant, we
presant this hoolk to the candid sonsideration of Teachers and
friende of Education.

Cimorsnaxs, July, 1878,
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