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PREFACQE,

—

PRI N the © Burrmepare™ of this volume many
Sty readers will, probably, suspect & faint and not
gl very faithful shadowing of Bmoox Fasw, i
Roxbury, which (now a little more than ten years ago)
was occupied and cultivated by & company of socialists.
The author does not wish to deny that he had this com-
munity in his mind, and that (having had the gn-nﬂfa:r.
tune, for a time, to be personally connected with it) he
has ocoasionally aveiled himself of his actual reminis-
cences, in the hope of giving & more life-like tint to the
faney-sketch in the following pages. He begs it to be
understood, however, that he has considered the institu-
tion itself as not less fairly the subject of fictitions hand-
ling than the imaginary personages whom he has in-
troduced there. His whole treatment of the affuir is
altogeiber incidendal to the main perpose of the romance ;
nor does he put forward the slightest pretensions to
illustrate a theory, or elicit a conelusion, favorable or
otherwise, in respect to socialism,
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In short, his present concern with the socialist eom-
munity is merely to establish a theatre, & little removed
* from the highway of ordisary travel, where the ereatures
i of his brain may play their phantasmagorieal anties, with-
put exposing them to too dlode 8 comparison with the
sctusl events of real lives. In the old countries, with
which flction has loyg been conversant, a certain conven-
tional privilege scema to be awarded to the romancer ;
his work is mot put exactly side by side with nature ;
and he is allowed & license with regard to every-day
probability, in view of the improved effects which he is
bound to produce therehy. Among ourselves, on the
contrary, there is as yet vo such Facry Land, so like the
real world, that, in & suitable remotencss, one cannot weil
tell the difference, but with an atmosphere of strangs
enchantment, beheld through which the mhebitants have
s propriety of their own. This atmosphere is what the
American romancer needs, In its absence, the beings
of imagination are compelled to show themselves in the
same category as actually living mortals; a necessity that
generally renders the paint end pasteboard of their com-
position but too puinfully discernible. With the iden of
partially obviating this difficulty (the sense of which has
always pressed very heavily upon him), the muthor has
* wventured to make free with his old and affectionately
remembered home at Baoox Fams, us being certainly
the most romantie episode of his own life, — essentially
o day-dreamn, and yet a fact, — and thus offering an avail-
able foothold between fiction and reality. Furthermors,

the scene was in good keeping with the personages whom
he desired to introduce.
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These characters, he feels it right to say, are entirely
fictitious. It would, indeed {considering how few amis-
ble qualities he distributes among his imaginary progeny),
be & most grievous wrong to his former execllent asso-
ciates, were the awthor to allow it to be supposed that
he has been sketching sny of their likenssses. Had
be attempted it, they would at least have recognized
the touches of a friendly pencil. But he has done noth-
img of the kind. The self-concentrated Philanthropist ;
the high-spirited Woman, bruising herself against the
narrow limitations of her sex ; the weakly Maiden, whose
tremulous nerves endow her with Sibylline attributes;
the Minor Poet, beginning lifs with strenuous aspi-
mtions, which die out with his youthful fervor; —all
these might have been looked for at Bmoox Famw,
but, by some accident, mever made their appearance
there.

The anthor cannot close his reference to this subject,
without expressing & most eamest wish that some one
of the many cultivated and philosophic minds, which
took an interest in that enterpries, might now give the
world its history. Ripley, with whom rests the honor-
sble paternity of the institution, Dana, Dwight, Chan-
ning, Burton, Parker, for instance, — with others, whom
he dares not name, becanse they veil themselvea from the
public eye, — among these is the ability to convey both
the outward narrative and the inner truth snd spirit of
the whole affair, together with the lessoms which thosa
years of thought and toil must have elaborated, for the
beboof of foture experimentalists. Even the brilliant
Howadji might find as rich o theme in his youthfol remi-
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niscences of Broox Fanu, snd & more novel ona, — close
st hand as it liea, — than thoss which he has sincs made
8o distant a pilgrimage to seek, in Byria and along the
current of the Nile.

Concorn, Mass, May, 1563,
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