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To '

MISS MARY CARPENTER,

BRep Lovce Hovse, Briston. |

Manax,

It is close upon a year, since I obtained your kind per-
mission to dedictae my English versea to you, I do it now
with mingled feelings of pride and pleasure. IfI did mot
do so before, it was becausa of iy desire to make it pre-
sentable toa lady of your wide sympathies—one who has
made such glad saerifices for her sisters of India. The har-
vest of your labour of love, Madam, dwells in your own heart;
my utmost effort has been to strew that heart with a string
.of feeble songs. But such as it Is, you are most welcome
to it; and to all that a grateful heart can feel for the well-

wisher of hia country.
Yours, Madam,
With respectful admiration,

B, M. MivraBimt
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PREFACE.

The writer of these lines commenced the stedy of Eng-
lish, abnut sleven years ago, under very trying circumstances—
want of means anil of clever, consclentions teachers. With the
latter diffienlty, ha stroggled on for sbont two yearsand a
balf; and then with almost & self-acquired knowledge of the
elements, joined the Surat Mission School, under the super-
intendence of the late Rev. William Dixon, a very worthy
gentleman from Belfast, and & scholar of brilliant promise. It
was hers, that some time after, the author.began to at-
tract notice by his predilection for English literature,
Though he belonged to a lower cluss, special arrangements
were made for him to join his senlors, whenever a lecture on
Shakspeare was expected ; and as a return for ithe coa-
cession, he was required to egplain the more difficult lines
to those who could not follow the lecturer. ‘It was very flat-
tering, indead, to an Indian of fourteen summers, to i nterpret
linen of the Myriad-minded to mexn double his age; but he |
suspects his pupils spared the poor boy any very searching
tests ; or that, perhaps Heaven had spared those gentlemen the
inconvenienca of & eritical or appreciative taste,

After a course of two years and six months here, the
anthor was found gualified to present himself at the University
Entrance Examination, And here ccased all the systematic
education of which ha can boast, His pride too was effectually
humhled at this stage. Three tires he failed at the Examio-
ation ; and serapeid throagh it the foarth time, by the barest
chance, The reasan, thongh not far to sesk, need not ba dis-
closed here, as it hardly iaterssts the readers,
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