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been written and printed, have caysed many errors, per.
haps chiefly to be attributed to the author. 'The reader is

requested Yo correct the following which have been discoy-
ered gince the printing :

1§ 32 pPoc representanons resd rapraseniaiives
23 lastLine hut one.  Por davingrna dgd Fulten resd Livingsan
and Folion"s titfa,
3éline 18 Por i read jc,
42 15 Dele. for, :
48 2. l’ormanaﬁngmdmm.mﬂdeh.mmﬁnggi
21 Forsdesign vend dengned.
49 14 For exprvaions read expremisy,
10, For fraduimyg rﬂlr.}ijmudm'rﬂ.
61 25 For Ldwingaton e Livigreter's,
62 9. Dele. sha betltema, 3
£3 19.  Por Livingncy read ¥
86wt line. For fe read Fiick's,
L) %% ond 8  For war read Bere,
9 16, Dele, by, g
104 16, For tien read Sone.
106 5lngo:lr1. For mar read mas,

L

10 et e ey Secame e orgre i ead i

L Lne but one, 2, at the the lins. 1 ™
20 95 AR venture read to cusare, iy

1 18 After emigtenes insert »

122 & Fur on red of

123 7. TInstend of ; ingert » I, -

124 17, Iustead of 1s after i insort frem
18. For ran read rum,

137 4and 5. Far irrefragibin resdl drrefraradle.
138 4, For ewgrprics, pend arey,
- 2L Aber constityiion From,
140 Last Line, for were read are,
144 line 7, after nop Fld 4y

revise.

bany, 234 Februgry, 1815,
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BIR,

Ir is extremsly to be regretted that a single
professional engegement should have prevented
your perusing the Biography of Fulton at an ear-
lier period. An apology for so long & postpenes
ment of the publication you have thonght proper
to make was certainly not unwise : because. withs
out some resson assigned for the delay, its ap-
_pearing so immedintely before the session of the
legislature, wonld have excited an unjversal sna-
picion, which some will even yet indulge, that it
is infended, not s0 much for a yindication of the
measures in which you had a peculiar share, ax



"4
fosuhserve the views of those who have an inters

est in destroying the exclusive right granted by
this state to Messrs, Livingston and Fulton It

- is well known, thal persons of that description,

[

'1

are preparing to reiterate at the present session
of the legislature, the atiempts which have been so
often made lo obtain a repeel of the laws by which
this exclusive right is pratecied. &

For my own part, althoogh the ostensible ab-
ject of your lettor to me, be, to vindicate the com-
mittee, | cannot consider it otherwise than aa the
production of » zealous champion for those who
are meditating renewgd sttacks against the steam
boat rights. 1 do feel that your publication jus-
tifies me in imputing to you this character. For
if your object were merely to vindicate yourself
ot ihe sominilee as-to wiat had taken place in

| 2814, why shonld you have obtruded in your ap-

pendix the petitions of Mr, Hawkinsand Mr. Sul-
Jdiven, whioh werenot preferved till 1817, and the

-frroveedings of the leginlatureon these petitions '—

wiyshowld you-speak of them as presenting, ** pe~
euliarly formidable grownds,” wheo you so well
kaow 1hat at lesst one of these apylicationsis to

-Jpe renewei atibhe present session of the legislature

‘of which yeu are a member? Can even charity

i -stappose, that yeu bad not a design by the publi-

scation you hpve-made, foserve the jnterest of those
who are so pertinaciously manifesting their bosti-



&

lity fo the claimants under the exclusive right
gmuhd by the state,

| bave seen letters, which I dare say I might
with propriety call circulars, from the patentee of
the tow-boat, in which he assures his correspond-
ent he has no doubt that the application which he
intends to renew with additional force at the ensus
ing session of the legislature, will terminate v his
favor. Whether your publication is part of the
new force ou which the tow-boat patentee caleu=
lated, [ cannot say. There are, huwever, circum-
stances which afford some reasen to believe that it
may ba so. I awm credibly informed that your
book was carefully and withont delay tranamitiod
to almost all, if not to all the members of the lo=
gisiature. Moreover, withjp a very few days af-
ter il appeared in New-York, there was published
a pamphlet, professing to be a review of it, I
think that even you, notwithstending thecommens
dations which the authar of this review lavishes
‘o the purity of your style and the foree of your
reasoning ; notwithstanding his fattering recog-
pition of you as & wan of bigh bonor and firm
principle—yet [ think thet yon will not be proud
of this association in the canse you have espoused:
for his pamphlet is 8 most shamefnl attempt to
revive the grossest calamnies that intorest, envy,
‘and jealousy ever propagated against Mr. Fylton ;
" From the time aod meonar of the publication alsg
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it is most ohviously the resnlt of a combination to
favor the intended mpplication of Mr. Sullivan;
the merits of whose claim your panegyrist intro-
duces with all the advantages it can derive from
your op'nion, thal it rests ““upon new and peculi-
arly tormidable grounds.” You may believe me,
that the baseness of your coadjutor’s publication
excites the disgust of every man of honor and feel-
ing.

As your professional engagement Oc{:upled you
but afew weeks after the publication of the biogra«
phy of Mr. Fulton, it canpot but excite some sar-
prise that so many months should have elapsed be-
fore your letter was produced. Its compilation
could not have regnired much more time than
would have bsen necessary to copy a volame of
the same size ; for independent of the very lille it
contains rilative to the biography of Fulton, it is
hardly any thing more than the repetition of the
arguments you have heard, overand over again, in
opposition to the state grant. Apd ¥ cannot per-
ceive that you bave been so fortunate as to strike
out one new thought on that sabject. You must
ackoowledge vourself indebted to the case of Liv-
ingsion and others agaiost Van lugen and others,
as reported in 9th Johnson, (to which you have
referred) for the most of your ideas ; nor can l see
why you should have given yourself the trouble of

trensferring the arguments of the respondents’




