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PREFACE

Tu1e little book is intended am an offecing to the
lovers of Mature; and as a perauasive, aolgo, to
those wha look upon her buot with a careless eye,
to investigate more closely these mioute and
somewhat voncealed beautios of onr bounteons
Creator's workmanehip.

Itisoot by e train of wrgument that the Come-
piler has endeavonred: to attain ber object, bat by
a multiplication ‘of I.m:l.y quotstions, from well.
known and well-approved Authors;—not only
from those whose milude hava been devoted to
such pursuits, but alsp from the writings of mes
of the soundest pirty and the highest intellectual
powers ; whe have ever delighted to eet forth the
study of the works of God, as improving and

ennobling.
™
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By the wisest of men, * who spake of aif irees,
from the cedar to the hyssop on the wall,” and by
that Divine authority which desired us to ' con-
sider the lilies of the field,” we are powerfully
encotraged to contemplate Nature with 4 curions
eye,

IT the sweet gentiments of Poets, and the bean-
tiful lessons of prose writers here collected together,
with the Specimens of Wild Flowers efforded by
oar limited locality, induce to this elevating con-

templatiot, the Compiler’zs intentioez will be
happily fulfilled.

57. Avman's, Pacember, 1844,



INTRODUCTION.

Fou ae the sarth bringeth forth her bud, and as
the garden causeth the things that are sown in it
to spring forth: =o the Lord God will canse right-
ecuspess and praise to spring forth before all the
nationa. Inatan.

TaE whole world is but a seed-field, which con-
tains the eterpal decrees of God. It is a garden
planted with plants and trees, whose fruit and
preduce is to be * His rightecosness ; '—it is full of
the sovereign purposes of Hia mercy. Perhaps



i INTRODUOTION,

they may not be recognised in the plant or bod,
bat they shall be visible in the flower eod fruit,
which iz the glory of the Lord Jesus. How
wonderful the thooght, to behold &1l the kingdoms
of the universe, all pations of the world, all the
peaple of the earth,—to contemplate io all their
workings and changes, io all their pullings down
and settings np.—merely the nptornings of the sail,
the breskings of the clods. the fallowings of the
snmmerlings, the ripening of the lapd ; the pre-
paring of & garden for the Lord, and the erop, His
glorg. The whale world i= the Lord"s garden ; it
bas its winter, it sprifg, its tummer, and it
autemn. The Lord will come for the fruits, and
that too in ita seamon. The wioter of this world
has waned aweay ; the apring has opeced into sum-
mer; the young green things of the earth have
muffied the forrows, and ™ the garden has cansed
the things that are sowa in it to spring forth,”
How lomg will it be hefore the harvest of the earth
is folly ripe, and the word go forth, ** Put in the
sickle, reap the earth™z * b * *

All these things | see and know, whenever T see &
bud on the tres, or spring’s first ourelings coming
out of the earth™s womb—ic the garden or the
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field ;—whenever T see the tender flowerel of the
parterre, or the wild children of the epring; for it
ig the Lord’s promise,

Exv. H. Dopoine.

r—

Every leal in every nook,

Every wave in every brook,

Chanting with a golemn volce,

Minds ue of pur better choies.
Kzprm,
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FLORA'S SONG.

Wirr vou not buy my Soweral
I have been on the primrose hill,

I heve been where the lily builds silver bawers
{1 the edge of the singing xll.

Fragract, and awest, and fair!
Yet they neither toil nor apin;
Hut they have not known the tooch of eare,
Mor the taint of mprtal sin s
Beside their beauty |iura and lone,
The glow of earthly fame,
Or the pomp and pride of Solomon,
Ia & vain and empty narme.

Is not my calling pweet,
To dwell amid beautiful things
Flowers givivg perfump at my feet,
And birds—Ilike flowers with wings ?
Oh' happy they who shon the strife
Of pride, or passion’s hoors;
And glide along the calma of life
Like me, diepensing Aowers!

J. K. Henvar.



