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PR E R A GH,

Tre specianL oBigcT of these Lectures is sufficiently
indicated in the Introduction to the first of them.
I should not think it necessary to prefix any other
notice to them, but that I feel it right to mention
that in preparing the first and gecond I have put
myself under some obligation to the ingenioug essays
of M. Bungener and 3L Pressensé, published some
years ago in o volume entitled ©Séanees Historiques
i Gendve, and in the third I bave allowed myself
to imsort, wich slight alterations, two or three par-
grapls from a little work of my own on the © General
History of Rome.” The fall of Rowme and the build-
ing of the Cinistian Church are so closely eon-
nected, that I found myself travelling for most part
of my way ou lines very neurly parallel with those
with which I had been before familiar.

The delivery of these Lectures, which were com-

posed with a view to a limited number of youngy
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students, wis actually nttended, much beyond my
expectation, by friends and neighbours of varions
agres, both male and female, and no doubt with a
various amount of preparation for deriving instrue-
tion from thers, I may eay that I was mueh grati-
fied at finding that they possessed some interest for
a wider eirele of heavers than I eould bave antici-
pated : but I am led, from many eireumstaneces, to
helieve that the light whieh ecelesiastieal and secular
history mutnally throw upen each other is becoming
more and more keenly appreciated among we—

Facies non una duabusg,

Moo divers tner, qualon decet esze sororim.

T plead this escnze for the publication of a little

volume whieh malkee no pretension to special re-

searcl or oriinality of view,
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LECTURE I.

5T. AMDROSE AND THE UNION OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHUHCH WITIL TIHIE SETATE.

My Lorp Brsmor,—Yon have expressed o wish that
some rendings should from time to time be given
in this place on subjects eonnected with theology,
and especially with ecclesiastieal history, at which
the clergy in our neighbourhood and sueh of the laity
as have some leizure to spare, nod more partienlarly
our Divimity students, together, possibly, with the
upper clagses of our grammor-seholars, should be
invited to attemd. Your Lovdship has honoured me
with a request that T sheuld commence the series,
which I willingly obey. Our linits will hardly aHow
me to make the preface which might be expected
at the outset of my undertaking, [ must confent
myself with saving that [ shall address my remarks
B



a SE Awmbrose.

pritieipally to our students and learners, and ask the
indulgence of others among my audience, to some of
whom I shall doubtless only repeat over again events
and ideas with which they have been long familiar,
while it is just possible that there may be a few who
will be hardly suffciently advanced in scholarship to
fullow my remarks with eritical intelligence.

I am to give vou some aceount to-day of the
politieal establishment of the Christian Church, and
of its union with the secular Empire of Eome in the
middle of the fourth century, taking the illustrious
Ambrose Bishop of Milan as the central figure of
the epoch.  With an ample subject before me and
limited space, I must ask you to exense me if 1
review the antecedent period very briefly and intro-
duce you to my subject with the least possible delay.

When the Emperor Censtantine adopted the
Crospel for hiz own persopal belief, the fuith of Jesus
Chirist did wot thereupon become in any sense the
religion of the Empire. By the Ediet of Milan, in
the year 313, Christianity first beeame legally tole-
rated, Biefore that period it bad stood erely in the
condition of the few creeds which, ameng the many
which found favour in varions provioces, lad never

reecived the sanetion of the general law,  The



