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PREFACE

THE following pages contain the substance of
a course of lectures dclivered by me in the
summer term of 1914 as Wilde Lecturer on
Natural and Comparative Religion in the
University of Oxford. They are devoted to
an examination of certain theoriez as to the
mature of Religion put forward by a group
of French schoiars, of whom the most promi-
nent are M. Durkheim and M, Lévy Bruhl,
as stated in such volumes of their organ,
L'Année Sociologique, as had been pub-
lished up 1o the time at which these lectures
were composed, in M. Lévy Bruhl's [fes
Fonctions Mentales dans les Sociftés Inféri-
eures, and in certain articles contributed by
M. Durkheim to the Revae de Métaphysigue
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et Morale, one of which has since been for
the most part incorporated in a book called
Les Formes Elémentaires de la Vie Religicuse,
which was originally published at Pars in
1912, and has lately appeared in an lnglish
dress. This work | had not before me when
1 wrote my lecturezs, and [ have thought it
best, as [ find that my judgment of M.
Durkheim's work, so far as I was then
acquainted with it, has not been in any
important way affected by my study of the
completed account of his views which is now
accessible, to leave my crincisms as they
stand, adding occasionally i a foomote a
reference to his book, and supplying, where
1 had cited the introductory article which
appeared in the Revue de Métaphysigue et
Marale, the corresponding page of the Eng-
lish transiation of Les Formes Elémentaires de
ia Vie Religiense.

The lectures upon which this book is based
were delivered in what now seems the remote

period before the European War. Ewen in
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that " world-earthquake ™ the republic of
letters retnains, at least to the eve of faith,
one and indivisible ; and it would be treason
to that great fellowship were national enmity
suffered to deflect a scholar’s judgment. Yet
Il may be permitted to count it a fortupate
circurnstance that [ have not been saddened,
while preparing my book for the press, by
the thought that those whom 1 was discuss-
ing were now on the opposite side in a
quarrel n which I am whole-heartedly per-
suaded thar my country 15 fighting on the side
of justice and of hiberty; and that I am able
to salute the scholars whose names most
often gcour in my pages, not only as fellow-
grudents, but as allies in the great conflict
which is now never absent from our thoughts,
It is true that I have here come forward, not
as in the main a sympathizer with the con-
clusions of those whose views | have under-
taken to examine, but rather as a critic of
their methods and results. But, whatever
may be the case in other fields, in that of
7
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science criticism is no hostile act, but a wel-
come form of co-operation in that pursuit of
truth to which both critics and criticized alike
have dedicated their lives.
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