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CHAPTER 1. FIRST VISIT TO
ENGLAND
HAVE been twice in England. In 1833, on
my return from a short tour in Sieily, Ttaly,
and France, I crossed from Boulogne, and
landed in London at the Tower stairs. It
was 2 dark Sunday morning ; there werefew people
in the streets; and I remember the pleasure of that
first walkk on English ground, with my companion,
an American artist, from the Tower up through
Cheapside and the Strand, to a bouse in Russell
Square, whither we had been recommended to good
chambers. For the first time for many months we
were forced to check the saucy habit of travellers'
criticism, as we could no longer speak aloud in the
streets without being understood. The shop-signs
spoke our language: our country names were on the
door-plates; and the pubhc and private buildings
waore a more native and waonted front.

Like most young men at that time, I was much
indebted to the men of Edinburgh. and of the " Edin-
burgh Review,"—to Jeffrey, Mackintosh, Hallam,
and to Scott, Playfair, and De Quincey: and my
narrow and desultory reading had inspired the wish
to see the faces of three or four writers,—Cloleridge
Wordsworth, Landor, De Quincey, and the latest
and strongest contributor to the critical journals,
Carlyle; and | suppose if 1 had sifted the reasons
that led me to Europe, when I was ill and was ad-
vised 1o travel, it was mamnly the attraction of these
persons, If Goethe had been still living, I might
have wandered into Germany also. Besides those
I have named (for Scott was dead), there was not
in Britain the man living whom I cared to behold
unless it were the Duke of Wellington, whom [
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