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BRAZIL.,
THE STATES OF LA PLATA

AND PARAGUAY.

—

ORIGIK ANT CaTISES OF TUHE WAL DETWEEN TH08E SOUTLH
AMERICAN HSTATER AND PARAGITAY.

The yuestions of & eountry, in relation to its internationsl
rights, are seldom well undevstood, if they do not nffuet the
general intsresis, and ave but of a secondary importance 1o
the grent Powers in the working of the foreign policy which
most immediately conecrns them,

It is not, then, strange that certain organs of the Press in
the TInited States should not rightly understand the war
carried on by B:'azil, the Argentine Republie, and Uroguay
against the present Dictator of Paragnay; the metives whick
led those three Ameriean Stales fo eombine and nnite in an
alliance, offensive and defensive, to repel a common enemy;
and the end which they proposed to reach by means of thiy
allianece,

It is necessary to go Dack to the origin of the strugele,
and examing the course of events, to explain the present siate
of affuirs, and the new developments which, with the help of
Divine Providenee, and for the good of mankind, are now
taking place in that section of Bouth Amerien.

Brazil and the Avgeniine and Urnguay Republies fornned
an Allianes, on the 27th of August, 1828, to remove all and
any causes of difficnlty in their intevnational relations,

The articles of this agreement were confirmed and ratified
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in the treaties entered into betwesn Brazil and the aforesaid
republies oo the 12th of October, 1851; and in the treaty
of friendly relations, commerce, and navigation of Tth of
March, 1856, between the Kmpire and the Argentine Con-
federation,

The vielation of the first-named treaty by the iron dieta-
turship of General Don Juan Manuel Rosas, gave occasion
for the other treaties and the principles subsequently adept-
ed in 1859, o securs the enfive and sbsolute independence
nnd sovercignty of the Oriental Republic of Uroguay in
her foreign Telations,

Said treaties establish the equilibrium of the Ls Plata
countries, which, aceording to the declurution of General Lo-
pez, present Diclator of Paragnay, was cndangered on the
30th August, 1864, by the mere fact thal the Government of
Drazil, with the assent of its other ally, demanded just satis-
faction from the Government illegally in power at that time
in Urugaay, for the strocious oflences committed agninst
Bragilian subjects thero residing, in disregard and in open
violation of the cxisting treatics.

The incident to which we have just allnded, and which
interripled lor a while the intimate and friendly relations
between the Empire and the Oriental Republic of Uroguay,
ended, however, very satistuctorily, by the agresment signod
in Montevides on the 20th February, 1863, by which the
alliance between Brazil and the States of L Plata became
still more firmly established.

This question solely affected the States already mentioued,
and did not affect the security or the interests of the Hepub-
lic of Paragnay, which was, in fact, so remole from the thea-
tre of events, and with which the Empire was in perfect
peace.

In the meantime, without the least provecation and with-
out any previons declaration of war, and in truth, caring
nought for the equilibrium of those States, General Lopez
took this difficulty as a pretext for ordering the treacherous
detention, at Assumption, of a Brazilian steamer, on board
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of which was the President entrusted by the Imperial Cro-
vernment with the administration of the remote and import-
ant Brazilian Provinee of Matto-Grosso ; and, also, used it
to disgniss his real intentions of surprising that Province by
invasion,

The manifesto addressed on the 26th of January of last
year by the Brazilion Government, through its Ministor in
Buenos Ayres, to the Foreign Powers, made evident how un-
just and unhewrd of was this audscious procesding on the
part of ihe Government of Paragnay,

To Brazil it is that Parazuay was fndebted for the recog-
nition of her independence by several European and American
Govornments, at a time when her political existence was
seriously threatened by the dictatorship of (eneral Rosas,
governor of the Argentine Provincoes,

Many a time since the independence of Paraguay was
estalbiished, has Brazil had canse to demand reparation for
ihe continned olfences committed against her in despite of
the most solern treaties ; she has pevertheless, always acted
with tho greatest moderation, over willing to enter into new
agreements; to settle by friendly weans the question of bound-
arics, and also the free navigation of the entive river from the
La Plata to the upper Paraguay.

The lust treaty upon these questions is dated Febroary
28th, 1858,

From that date to the year 1864, there was a cessation of
difficnlties between the two eountries, and juzt as Brazil wua
flattered with the ides that the two eountriss were beeom-
ing more united, and their mutual relations more firm,
Paraguay, during that teem of tranquility, was lying in wait
for the opportanity of invading and perpotrating all manuner
of atrocities against the neighboering Province of Matto-Grosso,
to decide in this summary manner the questinon of boundaries
abont which it had never been possible to come to an agree-
ment, on acconnt of the exaggerated demands of its govern-
ment, a8 is proved by all the negoeciations since the year
1853,
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The world is still horrified by the acts of barbarity perpe-
trated in that Province by order of the Dictator of Farnguay,
without any consideration to age, sex, or helplessness ; entive
populations being shot down like wild beasts in the rivers
amdl forests ns they fled from the fury of the enemy.

Are pot these more than sullicient eanzes to justify Brasil
in a war which she neither sought nor proveled but accept-
ed only to recover her rights, to drive the enemy from her
eountry, and to avenge the innocent Llomd of ler children
sacrificed to the whim of the moest awbitions of tyrants.

Exercising her legitimate rights, Bragil then commenced
hostilities by Woekading the ports and the communications
of Paraguay. These hostilities could not be extended through
the territory on the left bank of ihe river Parana, without
permission from the Argeniine Hepublie, and this permission
was refused.

This permission was likewise refused when asked by Para-
guay, tpon which the government of that State, disregarding
all international rights, invaded the territory in question,
capturing, also, two Argentine steamers, and oveupylng, oo
the 13th April of last vear, the capitel of the Provines of
Corrientes aod its surronodiogs, which then becams the
theatre of the same outrages that had belore been commilted
in the Drazilian territory.

These acls of unexpected hostility compelled the Argentine
Guovernment, in its turn, to acceplt the war thus eommenced
against her withoui  warning, and without the least
provocation en her part, and thus the iInterests of
Brazil and of the Argentine Bepublic became identifled ;
both countries had to avenge the wrongs and offences com-
mitted against their snvereIgnt‘-,r anid fm.]cpumleuca; and by
a chnin of unforeseen circumstances both were nnited in that
glorious eampaign whose ohject is the triumph of civilization
azainst barbarism, and whose standard is the great cause of
humanity.

The concurrence of Genernl Doun Venancio Floves is ex-
plained by his former aliiance with the Governments of Bro-
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zil and the Argentine Republic, and by the unwarranted in-
terforonce of the Dictator of Paraguay in the internal affairs
of the Oriental Republic.

TREATY OF ALLIANOE oF sayY lsr, 1865

The three Governments, having the same canses of com-
plaint and the same interests to defend, conld not do other-
wise than unite in their own defonse; and fo that end, en
the 1st of May, 1865, they entered into a treaty of alliance,
which was alrcady in existence de jecfo, owing to the acts of
Dictator Lopes.

Annexed to the treaty is a protocol of the same date,
which sorves as its complement,

The public has not yet been put in possession of certain
geeret notos, which, without doubt, will explain fully, the
views and intentions of the high contracting partics at the
time of signing the said treaty.

We believe that the most fastidions person will be entirely
gatisfied with the context of the said treaty,

Asihe freaty to which we allnde has alrcady been pub-
lished, either through eversight or intentionally—t now
matters little which—we here franseribe litorally the main
conditions, ng they are known to the publie, to the end that
they be better nnderstood :

“Arr, §.—The allies solemnly bind themselves not to lay
down their arms unless by common consent, nor until they
have overturned the actual government of Paragnay [4. . Lo-
pex); neither ghall they separately treat of nor sign any treaty
of peace, truce, armistice or agreement, whatever, to end or
suspend the war, except it be mutually agreed to.

Arr, 7—As the war is not waged against the people of
Parazguay, but against its government, the allies may admit
into a Paraguayan legion all the citizens of that nation who
may wish to aid in the bverthrow of said government, and
will furnish them with whatever they may need, in the form
and under the conditions that shall be agreed upon.



