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X INTRODUCTORY ESSAY, .
% Br Mzs. H. E. B. Stowk
* —
& ONE of the prinoipal diffioulties realized by
- those wha wish {0 bring themselves under the

influence of the Bilile, in commencing its read-
ing, is that want of freshneas and reality which
is caused by early and long.continued fanuhn.r-
ity with its langnage.

1t is true that the Christian, in hn.pp}r hours
and with a mind magnetized by contact with
the great inspiring mind of the book, often sees
pessages as it were illuminated like a trans-
parency, behind which the light necessary for
its development bas been suddenly kindled
A mind imbued with postic ferver, or a scholar
with leisure to search ont, and knowledge to
dlucidate, may both find means to rise above
this obstacle, and read with ever-increasing in-
tereat.

But there are many whe have, unhappily,
yet confessedly, neither devotional fervor, nor
communion with the inspiring mind, and are,
furthermore, neither poetical nor learned, and
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yet are desirons of reading the Bible that they
may bacome spiritual; and they deeply lament
when they find that its reading is to them but e
wearisome task. In vain they ponder its pages;
nothing is suggested; and while words known
by heart from childhood pass under their eye,
their mind wanders in dreamy vacancy. They
start at the end of a chapter, and rise from it
sighing and discouraged. foa

Even the true Christian, of an nnimagina-
tive temperament, suffers greatly from very
much the same canse—the want of wing and
fire to rise into the conoeptions of the most fer-
vent, the most ideal book that ever existed,

It has often seemed, therefore, to the writer,
that no greater service conld be done to a large
olass of the community than to reproduce the
Saocred Narrative, under the aspeocts whith it
presents to an imaginative mind, with the ap:
pliances of geographical, historical, and nrirhunl
knowledge.

The present work is the commencement of
a séries which conternplates sueh a presentation
of the narrative of the Evangelists.

There may be some who at first would feel
a prejudioe agui.mt this species of composition,
as so blending togsther the omtlines of truth
and fiotion as to spread a doubtfal hue of ro-
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mance over the whole. They wish to know
that what they are reading is trne. They dis-
like to have their sympathies enlisted and their
feelings carried away by whnt\, after all, may
never have happened.-

To such we would snggest the idea, that no
human being ever rends any narrative without
some image and conception of what they read;
and that the blank, cold, vegue, misty imagea
of an uninstructed mind are no more like the
truth, than the conceptions of a vivid imagina-
tion chastened and goided by acourate knowl-
edge of topograpbicel and historio details re-
specting these distant scenes and events,

- For example; np one ever hears of the Vir-
gin Mary without forming some kind of an im-
age or conoeption of her, it may be, borrowed
from some antiquated engraving or old church
painting, the fruit of monkish revery or of ar-
tistio inspiration; or it may be that there is
only n kind of formless mist connected with
the sound of that name. But neither the form.
lees mist hor the antiqne effigy are a whit near-
er to the reality than the conception of ome
who, knowing the strong national peculiarities
of her race, and gathering all the intimations
of Boriptare fouching her descent, chardcter,
and external position, should embody to himself,
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as nearly as possible, the probable truth of the -
case. A reasonable probability, though not like
certainty, is still worthy of a good degree of at-
tention and confidence.

Bo, though incidents may be inserted into
the narrative which, though probabla by histor-
io verigimilitude, ara still confessedly conjectu-
ral, yet these are more like truth than a blank,
void of any incident whatever; bhecanse some
incident conféssedly did ocour over and above
what is scripturally recorded, and there is,
therefore, e large and legitimate field for com-
bined imagination and critionl ingenuity to fill
up chesms in the most skillfel and probable
manner. - o :

Thus much, however, being premised, it is
due to truth to say, that the writer has en-
deavored to render the narrative precise and
authentie, so fer as attention to standard sour-
oes of information could avail

As far ns descriptions of scenery, localities,
architectnre, opiniong, manners and oustoms,
&o., are concerned, the writer has preferred, for
the sake of accuraoy, to risk the imputation of
plagiarism, by weaving in expressions of stand-
ard authors or of eya-witnesses in ways incapa-
ble of being conveniently indicated by quotation
mark or reference. For example, the journey
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from Nazareth to Hebron is almost step by step
the track of Professor Bobinson reversed, as
given in his Researches. In the deseriptions
of travelers, whenever there was a piciure word
or graphic epithet, the wrifer has uncersmoni-
onsly seized hold of them, being mere anxious
to produce & truthful impressiox than to claim
the merit of originality. Nor should we ocen-
surs this while we praise the painter who seeks
to transfer to his oanvass the coloring of a Ti-
tian or Buobens, or the sonlpdor who seeka to
inspire his marbles with the indesoribable graces
of the chisel of Praxiteles; we rather shonld
appland the design of throwing the coloring of
imagination around the authentic details of a
tome of travels or a dry encyclopedia.

In all cases where the Divine Subjeet of the
narrative has been introduced as speaking, the
language has been simply and only that of the
Bible, without paraphrase, diminution, or ad-
dition ; for the author could not hope to achieve
what even Milton failed o eccomplish, viz., to
represent worthily, nnassiefed by the direet in-
spiration of the Holy Ghost, the words of one
wholly divine. For the same reason, no de-
saription of the personal appearance of the Bav-
‘or has been attempted, as it was believed to
bs & subject where all words, as well as all ar-



