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EDITOR'S PREFACE

Though proportionately heretofore but little read
or atadied, the pages that follow this introduetion
will eventnally ocenpy a hoteworthy place in Jewish
and universal history. Whilst the author, Dr.
Theodor Herel, was, confeggedly, not moved by the
novelty of the Jewish Btate idea, yet he was in the
main nncongcions in the winter of 1895 of the par-
entage of his thoughte; for thore who had labored
before him, excepting George Eliot, were compara-
tively obscure, and their words had only fonnd ac-
ceptance amongut eclectic bamds of enthusiasts in
Eastern Eunrope. It is, however, curions that
thongh argnmentative, polemical or enthusiaetic,
none of the forerunnera of thé Jewisk Staie were,
in the real sense, vislonaries; and this broechure is
only grandiose in the simplicity of its presentation
of an idea, and historic by what its publication haa
already achieved, Though the Jewish Btate idea
may be Utopian, which its advocates deny, its an-

i thor sketched no Utopia, and offers ne picture of an

ideal human futnre—it was sofficlent for him to
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potnt out how the wounds of Israel might be healed
and to remove the chafing which the copjunction of
Jew and anti-Bemite brings about. He offered a
temporal and not a spiritual saivation to & suffering
people, thongh those who regard him as thereby
deing an allotted task fowards g destiny divinely
decreed, are not without-reasonable justification for
their opinion.

The Jewish position became so critical in 1890
that Baron de Hirsch thought out his Argentine
plans, and began founding his colonies, in the pam-
pas prass digtriets of the Bpanish American Re-
public, in order to aid the Jews to remove them-
selves from persecnted conntries.

The rice of Ablwardt in Germany, the break-up of
the Liberal party im Austria, and the particular

egnccesa of the anti-Bemitic factions in Vienna, the *

trial and sentence of Dreyfug in Paris, and the im-
mediate lowering of the position of the Jews in
France which followed, and for which Drumont
had labored parially, the failure of the Argen-
tine experiments—these facts, and others of lesser
and greater degree will mark out the first half of
the last decade of the nineteenth century as black
years in Jewish history. It was seeing &nd hearing
these things, as an ohserver rather than as a par:
ticipant, that Theedor Herzl came to the Jewish
peaple with an old thought, “We are a people—one
peaple,” and an old corellary, “The restoration of
the Jewish Btate;” unaware that, except in a vague
way, there was at least fifteen years of active work,
and some propagande behind him. Fearful, per-
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haps, of being regarded as a visionary, he vaguely
designated the land of the future Jewish Btate sim-
ply as “over there” And “over there” it would
undoubtedly have remained had not the “Jewish
Btate” responded to a thought, deflnite and concise,
long pent up in Jewish bosoms. “Crver there” must
be Palestine. Herzl, as o cool thinker, argued that
the propelling force needed to create & Jewish State
exists in the misery of the Jews. The volume of
that misery is unmistakable; but his book was
taken up by and his following was created out of an
element who, though in close touch with misery,
often the actupl sufferers, found within themselves
a still greater motive power to national restoration
than misery: to wit, love, faith-and hope, a bundle of

- emotions wrepped in the praying shawl of the Jew;
" and these, when spread out, make up a flag which

can only float in the breezes of Zion.

This “Jewish State,” therefore, went through
such violent natal sufferings Wy only great ideas
suffer. The very fact that on this vision of g Jew-
izsh Btate, other visionaries wrote yet A more clondy
word: Palestine, wae sufflcient to condemn it in
the eyes of most Western Jews, They had from
the begitning of the cenlory, in the endeavour to
reconcile old Judaism with modern Jife, passed
throngh several phases, sometimes concurrently,
sometimes geparated and distinet from each other,
—apirituality, assimilation and science (Judaism ia
again being reduced to knowledge) in all of which
the Palestinian and the one people theories were
abeent, obliterated and often forgoiten. The Jews
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had become a religions community, and Judaism
a religion with ap extensive ritual. As a Weatern
Jew, Herzl was a freaka his book, except ar the
dream of an idle moment—intolerable, and as a
political suggestion, unthinkable and absurd. A
popular verdict was that it waa an “egregions blun-
der,” netwithgtanding which, the masses being
brought into touch with the author, lHstened and
approved. For the firat time in medern history the
Jewisk masses—it was the firgt opportunity given
them—began to move of their own accord. And
the author of a politieal plan hecame, in a day and
a night, the leader of a Jewish party, which decided
to use modern methods to attain their goal—Pales-
tine. Rabbis might proclaim every city as Zion;
the rich might frown and refuse support—the mod-
ern Zionist movement “leapt full bodied into be-
ing,”” and asserted ils exizience six monihs after
the author had spoken face to face with the “poor
and lowly,” who offered bhim at onec their loyalty

and their enthusiasm, and who, linking his profes-

sion as writer to hig doctrine ag Jew, regurded him
as a new [zra, . )

. Dr. David Kaufmenn, in hig notuble eriticism of
“Daniel Deronda” in 1879, observed: “Teelings and
sentiments which are worthy to be cherished aud
preserved in the nation’s soul aguinst all the inflo-
ences of fime are woni {o cencentrate themselves
in great personalities, and to impart to them a pow-
er of attraction before which moderation and half-
heartedness fly like leaves hefore the storm. The
history of Israel presente a number of such figures.
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