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PREFACQE.

Tur Teelanders, who live amid the eold and desolation
of almost perpetual winter, have a proverb which says
that * Ieeland is the best land the sun shines npon.” In
spite of all their hardships and privations, they eherish
an intense love of country, and, when transported to more
genial elimes, many a poor exile has pined away his life
from pore home=sickness. The leolander loves his eoun-
tey, not for what it produecs, not for its beauty, not for
itz riches, bt heeause it is his doma,  In the little uat,
half buoried in the snow, he was born, and there he
grew up nnder the watehful providence of motherlove.
Around him were loving kindred—father, brothers, sis-
ters, grandparente, and all—and in this spot, where home-
love was born, are eoncentrated the profounder emotions
of liz pature,  But the home reaches out to other homes,
and patriotisie, or love of eountry, 15 borm and becomes a
dominating sentiment in his heart and beain,

Thie sentiment of love of eountry and loyalty to its
interests iz not tho monopoly of a nation or a raece, but
belongs to all men and all ages.  Having ite birth at the
fiveside, it 1s nurtured by the story of the daring, the
suffering, the conrage, and the endurance whieh made



4 PREFACE,

homes possible.  Whether heard from grandfather’s knee
or read from books, no child ever tires of such storics,
and there grows up within Lim a resolve that the bless
ings which cost so mueh ghall be preserved.  This form
of pure patriotiem may be greatly stimulated by work in
school.

By the nse of this little work the pupil has all the aids
to reading wlich charnterize ordinary reading-books—
legsoms for practice, varicty in etyle; and all the necessitios
of elementary elocution, Bosides these, he gets all the
interest that the story excites, the knowledge whieh it un-
folds, and the sentiment whieh it imparts, and the rewml-
ing-lesson  becomes a potent foree in mental and maoral
development,

The spirit of adventure shown by the old navigators ;
the Tardy endurance of the early settlers; the sturdy in-
dependence of their song; and the wise and unselfish
patriotism of Waehington and his compatriots, can not
fail to inspire a love for this Ameriea of onrs which
will cherish its virtuos, remove its inperfections, and pro-
tect it from all enemies, without and within,
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