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PREFACE.

Trere is a vemark of Mrs. Carlyle’s which has
always seemed to me highly suggestive. When
asked to explain her manifest antipathy to Bishop
Colenso, whom Mr. Froude had got invited to
one of her tea-parties, she confessed that it arose
in part from the anomalons appearance presented
by “a man arrived st the years of diseretion
wearing an absurd little black-silk apron,” and in
part from the incongmity between that eeclesias-
tical symbol and this particular bishop's * arith-
metical confutation of the Bible; ” for, proceeds
the philosophical Jady, generalizing the causes of
her unfavorable impressions, it is the miring up
gf things which s the Great Dad.”

In what passes with us for the doctrine of evo-
lution there is a mixture of science and speculs-
tion. Yet it is eustomary to serve it all up to-
gether, so that the hungry sonl must needs take
all or none. The result for many minds iz apt to
be indigestion or starvation. But this crnel di-
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lemma 1might be escaped, if the faet and the fancy
entoring into current evolntionism were kept
apart and dealt out eeparately. The mind's nat-
ural eraving for knowledge conld then be satisfied
without detrimzent ; for it is only when seience is
adulterated with neseionce that it becowes un-
wholegoimne and poisonons,

The object of the present volume iz to distin-
enizh botween seience and speenlation in the ap-
plication of Darwinism fo morals, The results
of evolutionary ecience in the domain of matter
and in the domain of life are everywhere taken
for granted ; the philosophical and, more espe-
cinlly, the ethiesl theories currently associated with
them are subjected to the most searching seratiny
I have been able to muake, As it has been pre-
tended that the doctrine of evelntion invests
ethics with o now scientific character, 1 first ex-
amine the various methods of ethies and attempt
to determine under what conditions alone ethics
can become a science. [ This first chapter should
be omitled by the gensral veader not Dnitevested in
the logic of ethies.) Whether Darwinian ethics
is a piece of science or of speenlation appenrs in
the sequel.  Bnt before the question is decided
we Inust know what i3 meant by Darwinism,
Accordingly, the sccond chapter gives an exposi-
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tion of the Darwinian theory, comparing and
contrasting it with the more general doctrine of
evolutionism, whose history and meaning are also
briefly traced. Then follow chapters on the phil-
osophical interpretation and the ethical bearings
of Darwinism. The fifth chapter is devoted to
an examination of the ethieal speenlations which
Darwin graffed upon his biclogieal science.
These chapters confirming the canelusion reached
in the first chapter, that a seéentific, ag opposed 1o
& specalative, ethic can be constimeted only by
adopting the historical method, the Jast chapter
has to show what light may be thrown npon ethi-
cal problems by tracing the actual development of
moral ideals and institutions, of which, for ob-
vions reasons, the domestie virtues are here taken
as typical illuetration.

The work is primarily the cuteome of my own
reflective needs. It has cleared up in my own
mind the confusion between gnesses and facts,
which is * the Great Bad 7 in evolutionary ethics,
I am not withont hope that it may also prove
clarifying to other minds. Not, of conrse, that
I would presume to instruct trained plilosophieal
experta; but I have in view the increasingly
large number of intellizent men and woinen who,
without making a special study of philosoply,



