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PEEFACE

“ For the very wore and lively Christinn faith is, not only
to believe all things of God whick are comtained in Holy
Beriptture; but aleo in an sarnest trom and confidence ian
Ood, that He doth regard us, and hath sore (charge) of 1w,
a# the fatker of the child whom ho doth lowe."— Rishop Orom-
mer, in Homvily. !

Praven should not be a bare wish {0 arrive at the
Celeostial City at the mid. of cur pilgrimage. It
ahould epring from & desdre. to foel ot onoe that we
are on the road, ectuslly journeying onward in
eternal things. o feei that, most be & great hap
piness ; and that we may feel it we should devoutly
pray. Now of all stemal things, which will con-
timue with ux when our pilgrimage is happily over
—more glorious than the kindred knowledge and
love of the truth—is the knowledge and love of Geod,
To dmorw, under the mapirtion of his holy Spirit, by
experience that we may depend upon Him, so far s
to leave canng for carthly things sither as meane of
end, and only to do so e# sn evidence and exercive of
love and trust ;—to know that He gives a loving
—somotinres using them, sometimes doing withoud
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them—ig indeed to feel Him ever present, ever
faithful, ever reconciled.

The anthor's desire (he cannot say how far he has
sccomplished it) has been to write s short conrse of
prayers, for the use of those whom God has called
by his gospel to live with this new sim and new
life ;—such &a foel that their joy and strength is to
truat their heavenly Father ; and their blessing, to
grow in an eternal and lasting life sccording to his
will and judgments, by the power of his continual
halp.

He has tried to use common words and phrases ;
snd such sa in their common meanings, convey
most truly the plain meaning of the New Testament
writings—not so much of the authorised franslation
of King James ¥, as of the Greek itself Even a

cottager may, he hopes, understand them.

He wishes these prayers to prove a pleasure and
benefit to thoss who may be living and working, for
the time, away from home. May they help to warm
the hearts of such towards their God and neigh-
bours ; end encourage them, though alone, wisely to
keep their consciouanesa pure and guileless, and every
pure love faithful and strong,

Bome, too, living in the relivement of a family,
may have well-nigh fallen into the error of idleness
or frivolity. This book treats of a life worth living
for : one which is cléar from both hypocrisy and vain
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confidance. It mcognises a God, to sbey whom in
life everlasting. Tt will do well if it cali forth, but
fail to express, the reader’s gratitude o God for the
bleasing of such a life.

These few simple prayers perhaps contain euffi-
cient anderstanding of perishable worldly life, and
of helpless natural passions—from these we must
trust God to relsass na, that we may dis to them as
did Christ ; and not with them. And they contain,
at the same time, thought and prayer for real and
actual revival into a epiritual imperishable life ;
which God will give us, a8 he has given glory and
life to our Brother Christ, after He died.

It is not the sin blotted out but the eternal
humility, gratitude, and promises opened by ite
forgivenees, that ocoupy the aftention and give
soundness to the faith of consclentious people
1 Bam. xii 19—21; Loke ix. 62; Rom. v. 1, 3;
vil. 6, &e The holy Spirit is npamed by our
Saviour the Encourager (opdxAyros).

A great folly amonget ue s idolatry. Tt comaista in
warshipping the less and dependent, instead of the
greater and necessary. He who absorba himeelf
wholly in his ramble may get back, though with s
healthy sppetite, too late for dinner. She who gives
up her soul to the dressing may, whan dressed, be
too late to start on the expedition. God haa given
no promize to those who wilfully absorb themaelvea
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in any temporal otcupation (however impertant or
religious) so an o foolishly think any part of it, even
for the moment, more necessary than the bond fde
remembering Him whao is their Creator and Baviour,
thair present and upholding God.

The reeult of weariness absorption and labour,
to the forgetting of God and his laws of union and
holineag, is bnt the continmal building of wood or
stubble or hay upon the good foundation. What
says our Baviour as to onr only chance of building
real hope or puccess §  Luke xii

Let us follow God, and his will; and take any
labeur or distress that comes in cur way for hia
gake, not for ita He can rob each of ita siéng,
and clothe us in his righteousness and glory. Let
ua die to the world ; bub never to God :—let us die
to the world, to live in good faith with God ; then God
iz faithful, and will g¥ee us this life for the honour
of Christ, and his own loye and promise’ sake.

How wise, and faithful to onr greet Benefactor
should we be, were we to do all our work {whether
priesily, educational, mercantile, or manualy with our
minds set upon Him !—with our eyes always open
and our hearts attentive to the spiritual scenery of
God's goodness, our own weakness and failure; God'a
atrength fo which we are owing, and have owed, all
throngh Christ's holy sacrifice for our sin and foture
soceptance ; to the holy Bpirit working in afl things,
visibla and invigible, in troth and power; to the




