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PREFACE. ISLL

The following pages wera originally written for
and published in the * Hengres Recordsr.” The object
of the writer was fo state, in simple language, faota
that bad come uvoder his cwie chservation ; and to
expose abuses in the anbordinate administration of the
Courts, that are universally acknowledged to exist.
A varied experience of twenty-one years in different
departments of the Government Service, had given him
some insight into the native choaracter; and he was
desirous of shewing the public in general, and young
officiale in particular, the several modes that the oa-
tiven have of ‘ throwing dust’’ in the eyes of their
European superiors.

The writer was alao desirous of pointing out to
the anthorities a few of the weak pointa of the system
of Pulice and Hevenue. He could not presume to do
this in bis own person; and he made use of the
fiotitious ageney of “ an Orderly,” to relate his own
diverse experience.

The writer of these pages once for all, begs leave
to state, that nothing tending to the personal dis-
paragemont of any individoal, wee intended. He
esrnestly hopes that no offonce bes been tuken at
any of his remarks; and he throws himself upon the
indulgence of the public, in once more intruding on
their notice, '
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No. 1,

Soma three years ago my friend Suntokhea was
a poor devil of an Oomedwar;*®* and having a
friend at the back stairs he succeeded in being ap-
pointed an orderly of the Huzoor Magistrate Baha-
door. Having returned to my home, after a fruit-
less wandering in search of employment, I thought
of my quondam friend and townsman, and proceed-
ed to visit him at once.  When I saw bim I could
scarcely eredit my eyes; instead of the squalid
mud-hut, roofed with coarse reeds, there had arisen
a comely brick mansion ; and instead of my friend
Suntokhea being haggard and hungry-looking, I
gaw a respectable, sleek-bearded, Moosulman-look-
ing stranger ; bearing indeed asort of resemblance
to my old acquaintance, but at the same time with
such an air of grandeur that I was afraid to ad-
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dress him., Involuntarily I joined my hands and
egalamed, but no notice was vouchsafed me,
until bappening to enguire whether my friend
Buntokhea wers in existenee, one of the party told
me that Suntokhee-Singh, * was, indeed, before
me.  Apologising for my inadvertent rodences, I
tried to make myselt obsequiously agresable; and
every body having left, my friend at length deign-
ed to notice me and to enquire as to my adven-
tures, I eatisfied my friend's curiosity, and taking
advantage of his complaisant mood, I begred of
him to enlighter me as to the ways and means hy
which he, once a poor Hoonbee, ¥ had acquired so
much substance? He communicated as follows:—

“ What a etlly fool you must be my friend, to sup-
pose I could have sawved aught from my pay, As
an orderly, T receive four rupees o month; I am
expected to be smartly dressed, and to be in con-
stant attendance on the Huzoor; I must have
something to eat during the day, and I cannot come
Lhome to my wife for my day meals, How then ecan
I keep myself in decent clothing, and feed myself,
wife and children, on four rupees & month 3"

To this [ replied, that I was only the more puz-
zled to find out the secret of his system. That he

* The ueusl affix to & Rajpout’s name. Singh means & lion.
+ A cultivetor of & caste famous for it {ndustry.
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eould do mothing for any suitor fer justice; mor
could he bar access to the Humer® How then
could ha make muney 7

¢ My sapient fitend,” said Suntokhes, I was not,
aware that you were so green.  'We hove scores of
ways of making money, even when our masters are
vigilant and cautious, and vainly imagine that
because, forsooth, they take the trouble to do the
work themseives, no person will give fees, I will
describe some few of the processes by which we
receive money.”

“A great man's Mooktyar$ or Karinda is sent by
his master to wait on the Huzoor ; he iz admit-
ted into the entrance hall, where he remains un-
poticed for a couple of hours. o all bis prayers
to give intimation to the Huzoor of his presence, a
deaf ear is turned ; until fairly exhausted, the
Karinda offers me s rupee; this is spurned, and
I ask him whether he thinks I could possibly take
one rupee! the poor man, driven to desperation,
offers me five rupees.  On this T pocket the affront,
put on my sweetest smils, declare that he is a per-
feet usheaf} and intimate to my master, that such
an one craves an interview.  Five rupees you will
eay is but a small morgel. 1 allow it; but then
these delicate hits come frequently.”

* Likerally, the preseuce T Abicoey or representative.
i Hob




