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For let the achools have what opinions and docitines they will,
and let our new muaters frame themaclves what dlvinlty they Fet, as
long ns m;{!her the one nor the ot can et their fncies Drowght
into the ser\r-!ce of the Chureh, bonest men may seeve God wilh one
heart and one soul, aind sever trouble thelnsclves with U opinions
of them both.

Bp. Cosin's Works, vol. 5, p. 1450,
Amgly-Catl. Libravy.
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PREFACE TO THE BECOND EDITION.

Erevex years ago 1 ventured in the * Layman’s Appeal” to
address my fellow laymen. I tried to prove then from the
Articles and The Book of Comman Prayer, that the worls of
our Church were not, as was aseerted, incoherent and hard tn
understand. PBut that all our formularies “speak with unfal-
tering nceents the same solemn truths. There is no divergence
in their teaching, no diversity in their doctrina, * * *
The truth is but one, werd that truth they proclaim in plain and
measared and thoughtful words™ T showed too from those
tormnlaries that “the homblest lnyman shares in the responsi-
bilities, shares in the privileges of his chureh. His voiee he
hae g right, nay it is his duty, to use as oceasion serves.™

I ventured again to addrees them Iast pammor in the first
edition of this pumphlet. It seoricd a duty to eall attention
to ihe misconception of cur Churel’s teaching on the Inearna-
tion, and the doctrines that epring from it, whieh had heen
publicly set forth by one of her authorized ministers. I print
now this second edilion very eonsiderably onlarged, and with
an Appendix of guthorities, I dwell in it more fully on the
IToly Eucharist. I try to bring forth, as clearly as possible,
our Chureh’s views on this subject, as I have learned them,
from the Bible, the Book of Common I'rayer, the fathers, to
whom she refers, the ancient [iturgies, which arve the source of
her liturgy, and her standard divines,

I was taught these views, implicitly, in childhood. There
never has been any eause tochange. They have been strength-
ened, developed, rendered clearer, better defined, more precise,
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by the daily study of the Word of God, that best comforter
in sorrow, truest and faithfullest warver in times of joy and
exultution, wherein God speaks face to face, and heart to heart,
to him that is willing to learn and to do His will: where God
the Father meets you, God the Som supports you; God the
Holy Ghest guides and comforts you. By the study of this
holy Book, and by intercourse with the great men of old,
“eaints joyful in glory,” and with their podly successors, living
and dead, servants of the Most High, men whe are thoroughly
imbued with its spirit, think with its thoughts, and speak
with ita words, have these viewas been maturcd and eonfirmed.

In the words of Bishop Montague * What osr Church be-
lieveth, I believe; what it teacheth, I teach; what it rejecteth,
I rejoet; what it doth not tender, I am not tied unto. If there
be anything [herein] against the discipline or doctrine of our
Chureh; T am sorry for it, I vevoke it, recant i, disclaim it.”

1t argnes but emall confidence in one's eause to raise the ery
of Romanism or Ritualism, againat views which you cannot
refute, and will uot e a4 the paing to anderstand, or even con-

gider the claims of. It reminds ono of the strong and cogsent,

all powerful and all couvineing, argument of the men of Eph-
esus, againat the prenching and teaching of St. Paunl, when
they “all with one voiee ahout the apace of two hours eried

1y

out * Great is Diana of the Hphesiana,
G. W, H.

Prinapmrrmia, March 3, 1870,



FREFACE.

I rroPod® to inguire, in the following pages, what the Pro-
testant Episeopal Chureh in the United States does really
teach and hold econcerning the Holy Eocharist and Aariealar
Confession.

The Prayer Pook haes been the companion and the guide of
my lifa, T atundiod it, while a ¢hild, in ¢hareh, when T eonld
not hear or gomprehend the good old Bishop's sermons, I
study it vow, thut old age ia at hand, and it is new cvery
morning.

In treating of these very holy subjecta I have not consciously
or willingly wandored from its teaching, or veed a word or
phraso not found in or justified by it. I apply to it the words |
of the greatest of all the Christian poots:

Vugliami '] lopzo stodio, 2 °1 gramle amore,
Che 1w *han fatla eerear 1o bug volume,

Tu duea, lu signoro, & o maestoo,
GEORGE W. HUNTER.

PmpsvgLrais, Jone 28, 1578,
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AD POPULUN.

Ar the risk of saying what may sound trite and trifling, T
shall begin by stating certain truisms. And it seems to me
necesaary to state thetn, because of the inveterate habit many
among us have formed of using terme and expressions in a
non-natural sense, or of supposing them to he generally so
used. They act npon the sentiment, even if they do not actu-
ally formulate it, that words were given to us io hide, not to
revenl onr epioions,

The foundation of all morals, ng of all theology, ts trath. A
religlous society, in putting forth its beliof, is bound to wee
worda in their plain, natural eense, 8o that all—friends, foes,
and indifferent—may know clearly what is meant. Ifio pro-
cess of time some words and phrases have in popular use be-
come aomewhat modified In their meaning, then muost they be
taken to mean what they meant in the mouths of these who
tirst applied them in setfing forth their belief; what they
meant in that period of the history of the languare in which
the decument first jssued. New senses and new monnings
mwost not be foisted on them. Nor muat their plain, natural
meaning be forced awry, because otherwise they seem to teach
false doetrine, doctring not in weeordance with the teachings
of the Bible, or what ia prpularly ealled Protestantism. We
hava no right to save the socicty at the expense of truth, IF
we attempt it, it we make the words meun what they do not
mean, we ¢ertainly taroper with the truth, and shall as cer-
tainly suffer for it in the end, by having our eyes blinded and
our eara dulled. The truth will be clear and loud encugh, but
we shall neither hear -nor see.

The formularies of the Protestant Episcopal Church are
couched in what was thought to be, and intended to be, clear
and unmistukable language. Every word must ba taken as it
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ir, and not as some of ns fancy it ehould be. Whatever they
put forth as the doetrine of the Soclety in any particular point
is the doctrine. We have no right to streteh here and trim
there in order to avoid some imagined or dreaded danger.
And for the purposes of this argument these formularies all
stand on the same authority; the adeption, that is, by the
Bishnpe, Clergy, and Laity in General Convention assembled,
Bome parte of them may have ¢lpime upon ue above and he-
yond this; but this they all have, and all have in common.

Moreover, if there ie one thing elaimed by the Prayer Book
from beginoing to end, by the Articles, by the Ordinal, it is
that the Protestant Episcopal Chureh in the United Statea is
part and parcel of Christ’s one Holy Catholic Church throngh-
ont the world. Aecording to all their teaching, whatever ia
Catholie must be right, and gootl, and holy, saud troe,

What is the Catholie doetrine of the Incarnation ?

1f it be right to draw comparisuns between the different
writings which composc tho sacred volume, it might safely be
neserted that no portion of the New Tesiament, ontside of
course of the four Goapels, is more valuable in its teaching,
more important in it bearing on the Old Testarnent, than the
Epistle to the 1Iehrews,

In it at any rale is contained the troe meaning of the Law,
and ita ritual requirenients, the true interpratation of the earc
—minute to the most trifling details—bestowed upon the
tabernacle, the victimus, and the priests,

Through it we see how true the saying that every page of
the Old Teatament is full of Tlim, who was to come, the Mes
gial, the Christ, the Anoioted of God.

God in old times hed speken by prophets, now He speaks
Ly His Bon.  And this Son, Whom all the angels exultuntly
worshipped on His firet coming into the world, was made
lower than they are, made subject to death, that tasting that
denth for all men He might redeem all men, and bs crowned
with glory and honeur. God has consecrated Him, who is
bone of our bone, aud flosh of our flesh, to be our High Friest
forever, with an unchanging priesthood, having one offering
onee for all to offer, one oblation, even His own holy and spot-
less body and blood, human, earthly, ereated, made in time, of




