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[The following advertisement appeacad in * The Friend,”
published §o London. )

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS.
PRIZE ES5AY,

A Grerresan who laments thal notwithstanding the popu-
Fation of the Thalted Kinadom has more than doubled itsalf in
the last ffty years, the Bowety of Frends iz leas in nninber
then ol e beginuing of the cemtnrs; and who helieves that
the Sociery at one time bore o powerlul witness to the world
concerninge some of the erpors to which it 4z most prone, and
some of '[i:l||: fruthe which are the most necessary to il and
that this witness bus been geadually becoming mare and more
fechle, is anxions to obtain light respecting the canses of this
change, He offers a Prize of 035 ne¥npen ocvivess for the
Liest ?&,ﬁn} that shall he written on the subjeet, and & TPrize of
FirTy auixead for the une next in menl. Hoe i!ﬂ.‘i naked theee
gentlemen, not wembers ol the Society of Frienda, to pronnunce

ndement on the Tazara which ahall ba sent to theas,  They

ilm'ﬂ all soane acquaiolance with the history of the Society,
and soma interssc m ita exiating members; and as they oo
likely to regand the subjeel [oom dilferent points of view, he
trasts that their decision will he impartial ; that they will not
expect to find their own opinions reprezented i the Essays;
and that they will choose the one which exhibits most thought
sl Christion carncatness, wheiher 1t 15 favocable or vofavors
abile lo the Sociaty, whether il refers the diminution of its in-
Buence to degeneracy, b asmething wrong in the crigioal
congtitution of 1le hody, to the rules which it hes adopted for
its government, or to a0y extranecus canae.

Bev. B, I, Muurice, Chaplaiu of Lincola’s Tnn; Professor
Jo P Nicholl, Glaggow: and Tler. K. 5. Pryce, {Gravesend,
Lave srreed to sel as adjudicators, Lo whom the Easays may
he sent, postame free, to the oare of CL 8, King, Tisq., Messrs,
Sinith & Elder, Cornhill, on or belors lat Oetober, 1538,
Ench Tiszay to be accompanied by o aepled letter, containing
the pame sod addcess of the writer, the Essay pod letters to
bear the same maotto, The MES, of the nnruoeegsfol Kesars
will be ceturoed on application, with their letters unopeoed,
and the gaceessful Essaya become the property of the donor.



PREFACE.

Tue following waz prepared in reference to the
prize offered for the best Essay on the deeline of
the Boeciety of Friends in Great DBrilaiu and Ire-
land ; others being preforred, it becume of course
one of the rejected addresses, and as sueh s now
printed.

T have examined the two Essays which veceived
the first and second prize; the first, by Jolhn 5.
Rowntree, is entitled to respeecful consideration,
from the clear perveption he has of the injurious
influence of the Quaker discipline;, the sceond, by
Thomas Hancock, 18 marked hy much pedantry
and learned ignorance. The people of this coun-
try, at least, have too much common sense to
believe that reformed Romanizm or Poseyism

affords & relief to the decaying members of the
1*
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Society of Friends; and with the reviewer in
“The Dritish Friend,” I feel eyual astonishment
that & prize of one hundred guineas should have
been awarded to such a production.

I have also read an American view of the causes
which have led to the decline of Friends in Great
Britain. The points which the author has en-
deavored to prove as the cause of the decline,
appear to have no reference to the SBociety in this
country ; indeed, he seems to dould whether the
Hociety hag declined in America.

As neither of these Essays meet my views, 1
have coneluded to print o fow copics of my own,
1 make no apology for il, but unite entirely with
the motto of Willlam Penn: “Truth never lost
ground hy ingniry, becanse she is wost of all rea-
gomable.”

My observations apply {o no particular class,
but are equally applicable to all the divisiona of
Friends in Great Britain and Amerien, All who
have partsken in the errord whenee this deeline
has resnlted, are accountable for it.



ESSAY

Lk |

TNE DECLINE OF THE S3C0CIETY OF FRIENDS.

TuE examination of this subject would Te mate-
rially aided i we conld decide beforehand what
vonstitutes Quakerism. What i3 the ereed of the
Soeciety of Friends ? what is the standard by which
it iz to be judged ¥ what ita constitution or clemen-
tury law?  Withoul understauding this, we are
hiable to receive for faeta what are ool facls, and
to go hlindly on an ancertain path.

Tt iz asserted that the Socicty has o erecd, and
we are referved for itz discovery Lo the early
Quaker books. These are of uncertain tenor, aml
are linble to almest any construction which we may
Le inclined to plage upon them. There is none to
interpret , and an examination, mstead of making
the subjeet clearer, only makes it more eonfused.

There are some general principles existing, in
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their own nature, of universal applicstion, and to
these it is needful to advert as conmected with the
subject, before we examine its creed.

No serious mind will doubt that there 13 a
universal harmony throughout creation. In the
material world, it s manifested as perfeetly in the
dewdrop, on the spear of grass, 29 in the heavena.

“That very law that monlds a Lear,
Aud Lida ik trickle from ita zomros;
That law prezerves the eurth o sphene,
And roides the planets in their conres.”

Tn man’s physieal frame, perfect health is the
natural result of the harmeniong setion of cach
individual part, awd we have reason to know that
thiz extends to the minuntest inzeet that crawls en
the ground. Thus alse iL iz with all those con-
Lrivanees which man makes to inerease his comlor
aud promote his aims in life.  From the spinning-
wheel which the {hrifty hongewife turns with her
foot to the elahorated sleami-enging, all thewr re-
speetive parts must harmonize and be adapted to
the power and strength of the maching.  The pateh
of every wheel musi correspond io its fellow, or its
effect will be destroyed, and the end in view
defeated.

The mechanic who applies his square and com-
pass to the formation of his building, may little
suspect that they point to prineiples whose souree
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ig in the Eternal mind, and without an adherence
thereto his building would fall to the ground.

Let us not suppose that this harmony extends
only to material things; that it iz one thing in
physics another in morals ; one thing in the govern-
ment of o State, another in the governmment of a
religious soelety: cach has a harmony consistent
with its peeuliar organization, but all connected by
. mmiversal harmoeny, the source and centre of
which is the Divine mind. A comprelension of
this truth would save treuble and prevent subse-
quent difficulty in attempts to form associations in
human gociety.  In geweral, without understanding
this principle, it is practically olserved, or there
would be discord thromghone the world.

It 18 evident that aseociution 18 consislent wilh
the Divine harmony. All erestures congregate for
the proper acesmplishment of those ends for which
they are ereated.  Asszociations seom to be equally
consistent with the natove of man.  We find them
among the sinple children of the forest: the In-
diang of America have their chiefs, the wandering
Arabs of the desert have their sheiks, each govern-
ing an organization eonsistent with their rude state.
These things, so wniversal and enduring, are not
the effect of chanee. Religions societies, formed
within organized governments, are but wheels
within wheels.  One law extends to all alike, and
they will only bo competent to the end for which
they were instituted, as each part 15 adapted to
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every other part, forming one general harmony.
These are unchangeable principles, applicable alike
lo every organized soeclety smong men, whether
religious, political, benevolent, finaneial, or do-
mestie. Though differing in their objeets, they are
all alike governments, subject to the same general
laws, and every deviation from their appointed
harmony iz to bo atoned for by sulfering. The
Socicty of Friends forms no exception to this uni-
versal law,

We may draw some striking illustrations from
civil government, Long-sontinued infringements
of the rightz of man, preduced in France that
mast memorable revolution, which, [or successive
years, deluged the streels of the primcipal cities
with blood. England bas not been exempt from her
own troubles. A want of karmony in the reepeetive
parts, has arain and again, bronght the government
to the verge of rain. No veflecting mind that
carefully consilders the nature of these two govern-
ments, for the lasl hundred vears, cun fail to per-
celve how greatly they have strengthened them-
selves, how much more mnited the people are, as
the contradictions, which were inecorporated inie
their systema have been done away, The American
Revolution, which so signally checked the power of
the Crown, apparently saved the mother country
from s more violent convualsion at home, At the
period of the outlawry of Wilkes, and the riots of
Lord George Gordon, the government of Great



