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INTRODUCTION

Vears and eonlurics pass. gescrations sucoeed
ot another, [t ereat works of ort Feieain, Jong
siirviving thoir creators, amd the message they Lnng
5 fresl Do caehe new o The specihe Ledtnes ol
the lile porteaved in them have long sinee becomo
4 thing of the past, bt the wdeas aond thoughis ol
their anthors: are alwine directed  towands the
twture, and m this hies their significance for the
new gefieralios,

The writings of the great poet of the Ukrainian
people, Tars Grigonvevich Shovehenke, helomg o
that ‘category of world-impotant wiorks.

Mot far from tine anciel vity of Raey, oo o green
bl be=ade Romes, stsieds the Donee Dyure of tie
prct, Higk aliove the Thieper River: his grase-
mouangd  rrEes o the Aol whete Shevehenka bacd
tlrenmue]  af [:|I.|i|.|.l||’:|g o e for honsel, The
majestic momement laces the Doaeper, and 53 the
mekar  vessed  sinonihly y,llrjlf- .|||:|l1g_ thie =lver-
crested waves) the passengers’ fves O wliped i

SUGNURIERT TO TAEAS SHEVOHENRKD
T8 KANEN



the verdant hills and pietaresgque villoges, and o
the mgautic sttue of the poor, 0 up by the Foys
il I||r' STk

Truly, a poctic place was selectod for tie poet’s
eternal resting-place!

In 1845, when he was thiree, Shevehenko weote
1 My Teseampnt™:

Whew £ aan diad, then bury my

In my bedpwed Ukeaing,

.’url'..' .I'ri'rrilll.l ||'_|I'rr.'r| i lfrr.ln u.:.l::lri||r.|! .|1r_l__gh
Amidd the spreadins plaln,

S i et thie _ffl'fﬂ.r.':, e Troacaeelleas ".'|'||'a4!'.lq'_-:.
The Lndeper's pungins shorr

My even eould deeomy ddes cowld hiar
T'he ety toer roae.

L his: mind's eve Shevehenko visuafised the
sterp bank of the Dnieper, Endles: Gelds stretch o
the horizon, while hefow him clamour the waters of
the broad river. its waves tising and hurlio therm-
selves at the ok with a rear. Then, nEing above
the rumble of the Dnbepers waves, voiees full of
wrath  and  hate are hierd—ike |:|~|_||'||r ¥ s up
mgadnst their onslavers, thioy laeenk their ehaing, am
then, free, susge forward 1o 0 oaw, happy life. | .

Frooe the agitated hean of the inspired  paoet
poires] verses that were to becorte o bebese o0 the
perople foeeee:



