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INTRODUCTION.

e il——————

I mave taken the responsibility of recommending to the
enterprising publishers whose names sppear om the title-
page, to republish this little work, in ite present form, and
thos to place it withia reach of American Christians, for
the following ressons :

First, becanse I have met with no examination of the
connection between ** Geology and Genesis* so sble as this.
Other eminent writars, such a8 Dr. Chalmers, J. Pye Bmith,
Harris, Buckland, Billiman, Bedgwick, and Whewell, have
shown great skill in the examination of the Biblical ques-
tions connocted with Geology ; but none of them have gone
eo fully into the argument as Mr. Crofton.

Secondly, beeause this suthor seems to me to have treated
the subject with great candor ; so that if' his conclusions do
not seem satisfactory to any, they will st least be saved from

Thirdly, becanse he hss opened s track which may be
followed further by Biblisal students, — I mean in the ex-
amination of parallel passages of inspiration, —and thus
may we hope that, are long, the full and exsct foree of the
Bible on these subjects may be brought out.

Finally, becanso his course of argument is eminently
asdapted to satiafy the authorized expeunders of God's Word
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—T mean the ministers of the Goepe] — that there is mo
collision between * Qenesis and Geology.”

Mr. Crofton has made ope or two favorsble allusions to
an earlier production of mine on this mme subject. But I
capnot suppose that any one will consider so slight a refer-
ence to be s reason why I should bave formed a high opin-
fon of his work, or why T should not express it.

EDWARD HITCHCOCK.

Awgeesy Covsman }

January 15k, 1858,




PREFACE.

Tae following peges appeared first in the cquarterly
“ Joarnal of Sacred Literature” {edited by the Rev. J.
Kitto, D. D., F. 8, A,), for October, 1850, They are now
presented to the publie in & separate shape, with a fow altar-
ations not involving any substantial change, and some ad-
ditions. They constituted a result of the aothor’s first
application to the study of Geology, and an effort upon his
part to supply, at lesst in some degree, what he himself filt
to be o desideratum, to those who were anxious to find out
to what extent pome of the various hypotheses for recon-
ciling Geology with the Bible could be borne out by the
general tenor of the sacred writings, Tt sugpested itself to
his mind, that & mass of Seripture bearing more or less
directly upon this enbject, lay yet in some degree at least
unexplored, — that many passages not hitherto, as far as he
was aware of, bronght forward, might, with respect to this,
be turned to acconnt, and the credibility of the whole made
stronger by & more minute sifting of the parts, The inves-
tigation is one which should be eonducted, by the seeptic,
at least in the spirit of fair inquiry, — by the Christian, in
a prayerful dependence wpon the blessing of means by the
Spirit of truth, —by all under the conviction that some
existing impressions may possibly be erroneous, and that
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truth need never shrink from scrntiny. The vast impor-
tance of the matter is the only exonse which the author, as
& layman, can assign for intruding upon & subject which is
generally considered a8 the peculinr province of the elerical
profession. He must offer, beforehand, his apology for the
many imperfoctions which may yet lurk in the sequel, un-
discovered by him, and anticipate with his thanks the labors
of the critic who may polnt them out, If, however, any-
thing which he may have put forward should be the means
of directing some abler hand into the same track, of con-
firming the fuith of a Christian, or removing & doobt from
the mind of a sceptie, his end will have been fully an-
swersd. He must acknowledge his obligations 1o the chap-
tor upon the * Consiztency of Geological Discoveries with
Sacred History,” in the Dean of Westminster's Bridgewater
Treatise, of & great part of which he has availed himself,
and to the late lamented Dr. J. Pye Smith's Lectures “ On
the relation between the Holy Seriptures and some parta of
Geologieal Beience," — which able work he first met with
after the substantial composition of the ensuing essay, — for
the proofs in his third proposition of the eredibility of & lim-
ited extent of the deluge, & point fn which his origimal had
heen deficient,

Hince the publication of this article in Kitto's Journal,
the author has met, for the first time, with the valuable
peper opon “The Connection between Geology and the
Momic History of the Croation,” by Professor Hitehooek,
in the number of the American “ Biblien]l Repository™ for
October, 1835, and also the reply to this by the late Profes-
sor M. Btewart, in that for Jaouary, 1836, He acknowl-



