REPORTS RELATING TO THE PROJECT OF
CONSTRUCTING A RAILWAY AND A
LINE OF ELECTRO-MAGNETIC
TELEGRAPH, THROUGH THE PROVINCE
OF NEW BRUNSWICK, FROM HALIFAX
TO QUEBEC



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649475841

Reports Relating to the Project of Constructing a Railway and a Line of Electro-Magnetic
Telegraph, Through the Province of New Brunswick, from Halifax to Quebec by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

REPORTS RELATING TO THE PROJECT OF
CONSTRUCTING A RAILWAY AND A
LINE OF ELECTRO-MAGNETIC
TELEGRAPH, THROUGH THE PROVINCE
OF NEW BRUNSWICK, FROM HALIFAX
TO QUEBEC

ﬁTrieste






- T PR
REPORTS

RELATING TO THE PROJECT OF CONSTRUCTING A

RAILWAY, ¢

AND A LINE OF

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH,

THROUGH THE

/
PROM ;
.'If.l

HALIFAX TO QUEBEQ. '

PRESENTED TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AKD ASSEMBLY

OF TAE THIRD piy OF rEBRUART, 1847. §

Paagy 4% a
s

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

FREDERICTON:

2. MMPEON, PRINTER TO THR QUII.H‘! MOST EXCELLENT MAJEETY.

-
1847.



INDEX.

Copy of Instructions from the Provincial Secretary to the Government
Emigration Agent,

Letter from the Government Emigration Agent to the Provincial Secre-
tary,

Repoert on the several Counties of New Brunswick, with reference to their
Trade, Agriculture; Figheries, &c., inelnding Statistics of Prince

Edward Island,
‘ Viz: PAGE.
County of Reatigouche, 6
Glouncester, _ 7
Northomberland, ]
Y Kent, . .12
i Westmoriand, 1.
Albert, 18
_. Baint John, 20
Charlotte, 23
King's, . 28
Qusen’s, 29
Sunbary, 30
York, 31
Carleton, 38

T'ables of Imports and Exports, and Number and Tonnage of Veasels
built in the Provinee, from 1825 to 1845, mclmwe,

E.Pporl: and Estimate concerning an Electro-Magnetic Telegrnph between
Frederioton and Saint John, &o.

Repnrts on Electro-Magnetic Telegraphs and Railways in the United
: States,

Report on the nmltsufexpmoe in the United States with regard to
Wooden Railways,

Reports of the Hon, Captain Owen, R, N., on the Port of Whitehaven,
© &e., in Nove Scotia,

Report oo the Forest Trees of New Brunswick,



COPrY OF INSTRUCTIONS
FROM THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY

 TO THE GOVERNMENT EMIGRATION AGENT.

SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Fredevicton, 260k October, 1846.

Sin,~1 am directed by His Excellency the Lientenant Governor to inform

you of your appointment to the undermentioned service, and to communicate to

1 the following Heads of Instructions for your guidance in the execution of the
aty intrusted to you :—

Her Msimg;s Government having undertaken to sscertain by Exploration
and Snrrg, practicability of constructing a Trunk Railway from the Eastern
N;Co;nt of Nova Sootia to Quebgc&which will neceasarily traverse this Province,

some intelligent Officers of the Royal Engineers being st present engaged in
this exploration, it has Lecome necessary, in order o enable the Provincial
Government to co-operate effectually in this impnttmtundutakinﬁ. to prosecute
certain iux}iﬁnﬁ in regard to the resources of the Country which may be tra-
versed by the Railway, apd the means it would be likely to afford of i
them more extensively available, not only to the peopla of the Province, but to
those of the United Emngdom, '

The prosecution of these inquiries is intrusted to you, with a view to which
you ere instrocted to put yourself into communication with the Officers who are
employed ; end having asceriained from them the direciion of the lines explored
by them, to exemine the nature of the country, feriility of the soil, the indications

Mineral resources on or edjacent to sach lines, the local advantages for
settlement at particular sites where Stations are likely to be fixed.

Your atizntion ehould also be particularly given to the measure of establishing.
Branch Rnilv;:gs to connect the Trunk Line with Fredericton, Saint John, Saint
Andrews, Woodstock, Miramichi, Richibucto, Dalhoosie, and other parts and
places in the Provinee, to which they might be bly carried. And as the

cgjeot i likely to be revived of connecting the Bay of Fundy with the Gulfof

aint Lawrence, by short Railways, across the Isthmus at the Head of the Bay,
which wounld necessarily constitute Branches of the Trunk Railway, it would be
desirable to mﬂﬁnﬂmﬁcﬂh the nature and amount of the traffic to which
the establishment of such lines would give rise, especially the sncouragement
they would give to the Fisheries, and the facilities they would afford of prose-
cuting them in the Gulf of SBaint Lawrence, and on the Coast of Labrador. The
poeitions along the Tronk Line from whence these and other branches should be
carried, onght to be indicated with reference to the nature of the country to be -
traveréed, and the greatest facilities of access to other places with which a bene-
ficial intercourse might be established.

As it ig understood that Ceal and Timber may be conveyed by Railway with
facility, ns well as lighter goods, the practicability of obtaining at all seasons
eupplies, of these commoditiea at Fredericton and Saint John, more cheaply and
expeditiously then can now be acesmplished by sea and river navigation, énuid
be asoertained, and the facilities that would also be afforded for the transport, a4
moderate rates, of the productions of Agrictlture and the Fisheries.
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Althongh the exploration now in progress will hereafter be followed
vise Surveys, from which the distances will be mwﬂg ascertained, it ;{r:;
noticable to estimate in a general way, the length of the projected Railwa
E:tﬂ'l.'!ﬂ the principal ports and places, and the time that wol:lﬂ be employzd{;
the transit of passengers and gongu; also the cost per mile for their construction.

Any information as to the practicability of keeping the Trunk Railway and
its Branches open in the Winter, and thus securing the communication throngh-
out the year, would be of great value, not only to those places where the navi-
gation iz closed in Winter, but where it is open, as in the Bay of Fundy ;
thereby affording at nll times an uninterrupted outlet for the commerce of
and the neighbouring Provinces. The branches of Trade that might be opened
or facilitated should be subject to your investigation, and the probable influence
of such Trade, not only on the principal places to which it may be carried, but
on the Counties that would be immediately traversed by the Trunk Railway,
and its geveral Branches ; and with this view, some account should be given of
the description, quality and value of the Timber Trees, and of the Agricultural
and Mioeral productions of the several Counties, and of the Sea and River
Fisheries.

The prnagcct of opening extensive and valuable tracts of wilderness land to
Settlers, and of forming prosperons Settements at the Railway Stations, shonld
lead to such inguiries as will enable you to determine the most effective means
of providing for the success of such lements, and the welfare of those who
might embark in them; also the probability of a profitable nger traffie
arising from these ondertakings, as well during the progress of the work as after
the Reilway may be finally opened between the Atlantic and Quebee.

Any other information conneeted with this impmtnntgrbjmt which you may
noquire, and which may assist in forming n;ﬂudgmenl; of thé practicability and
probuble advantages of the undertaking, locally and generally, yon are requested
to include in your Report; and in particular the prospect of being able to
establish u direct intercourse by Steam Navigation with the United Kin
for the conveyance of Emigrants to the Province, and the export of certain
nrticles of produce to and from Europe.

I have the honor to be, &e.
{ Signed) JOHN 8. SAUNDERS.
To M. H. Perley, Esquire, ke &c. &e.

H’ﬂ\'EHK.\H}NT EMiGRATION OFFICE,
Saint Jokn, N. B., 25th January, 1847,

Bir,—1 lnve the honot to state, that in obedience to the Instruetions furnished
by vou under date 26th October last, with reference to the prosecution of certain
inguiries in connection with the erxlnut‘mn and survey, by H. M. Gov ent,
of the line for a Railway from the Atlantic to Quebee, 1 have attended dilifently
4o the duties therein assi me, and now respectfully submit the following
statement, with the several doeuments which accompany this communication.

1t has already been officinlly annonnced, that Capt. Pipon, R. E., the Officer
i clinrge of the Railway exploration and survey, was sccidentally drowned in
the River Restigouche, on the 28th October last, while endeavouring to save
the life of a fellow creature. Owing o this melancholy and most unfortunate
event, some delay oceurred in placing m?'aelf in communication with Lieutenant
Henderson, R, E., upon whom the whole charge of the survey most snddenly
snd unexpectedly devolved. That Officer has kindly communieated all fhe
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information he is enabled to give at present ; and I am thus enabled to describia
the several routes explored the past seagon by the surveying parties engaged in

One party of Sappers and Miners, under Lient. Henderson, and accompanied
" by Mr. Wighéman, & Sury from Nova Scotia, cormmmenced their labours at

the between thiaxvinceand Nova Sootia, near the head of Bay Verte,
This party explored the country, on & line nearly 1 with the Gulf Shore of
this Province, to the head of the Tide on the South West Miramichi, crossing
the Shediac, Cocagne, Buociouche, Richibucto, and other Rivers on the ronte,
above the tide-way on each. Afier crossing the SBouth West Miramichi, this
party proceeded up the valley of the North West Miramichi, to, the Northern
boundary line of the Counnty of Northnmberland, and there separated into two
divisions, one of which deacended the valley of the Nepisiquit for some distance,
and then followed & Northwesterly course, nearly parallel with the Southern
coast; of the Bay of Chalear, terminating their exploration above the head of the
Tide on the Restigouche River, nearly opposite the mouth of the Matapedinc
River. 'The other division crossed the upper waters of the Nepisiquit River,
and followed up the valley of Middle River, thenee through and across the val-
lien of the Upsalquiteh and its Tributaries, to the Restigonche, at the mouth of
the Quotawam-Kedgewick, or Northwest braneh of that River, which, however,
ia now believed to be the main Restigouche, and not = tributary of what haa
heretofore been supposed the principal stream.

A second party of and Miners commenced their duties at high water
mark on the wharf at the Bend of Peiitcodiac, and thence followed the route
formerly surveyed for a portion of the line of » Mililary Road, under the direc-
tion of Col Holloway, R. E., to Boieatown ; thence up the \rl:.lgof the
~ MNesth West Miramiohi, to the River Tobique, above the Redghp'uls. thence
n course nearly Northwest, to the Wasgan Portage, between Grand River, a
tributary of the Saint John, and a small tributary of the Restigouche.

A third surveying party, under Mr. John Grant, of the Crown Land Depart-
];-;]al:t, waa emplny:g in exploring the valley of the Tobique, and the neighbouring

The endden death of Capt. Pipon, and the early setting in of Winter at the
North, brought the labours of the season to & close without any exploration being
made North of the Restigouche. That service Lieut, Henderson proposes com-
mencing a8 early as possible the coming season.

On the several linen.ex%l;md, much broken and hilly sountry has been found
Northward of the South West Miramichi, especially in the vicinities of the
Nepisiguit and Tobique Rivers. A further examination of the linés already
explored, and of other lines of couniry, will be requisite next season, in order fo
ascertain the best and moet practicable route for linem’meﬂ)pmed’l’mnk
Railway ; until that is sscertained, and the countzry North of the Resti &
is thoroughly explored, the genersl direction of the line from the Atlantic to
Quebeo, through New Brunswick, cannot be determined. So soon, however, as
that hoportant decision takes place, the precise Survey will be commenced with
sirong {::un fully qualified for that service.

The line of the proposed Trank Railway not being yet ascertained, T cannot,
of course, report upon the various matters referred to me with regard to the Jine
of country to be traversed ; but that duty will be sttended to hereafter, when
the ise Survey commences, .

I have now, however, the honor to submit herewith, s Report upon the several
Counties of New Brunswick, with reference to their Trade, Agricultare, Fisheriea,
Resources, and Capabilitiea ; as also, Tables compiled by myself, shewing the
principal artjcles exported from the Port of Saint John and its Qut-Bays, from
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1819 to 1845, both years inclusive ; the estimated value in Pounds Bterling of
the Imports and Exports of New Brunswick, from 1828 to 1845, both: years
inclusive ; and the numbers and tonnage of the Ships built in this Provinee,
from 1825 to 1845, both years inclusive.

I have the honor also to sppend n Report on the Forest Trees of New Brans-
wick, describing the most valnable Timber Trees, and their uses and properties;
which is submitted with great deference, and for which every indulgence is
claimed 8s the work of one who is not a professed natuoralist.

The revived project of connecting the Bay of Fandy with the Gulf of Baing
Lawrence, adverted to in my instructions, being n subject of greet importance, T
visited the County of Westmorland, for the purpose of collecting information
with respeet toit. The information u-btainmf is embodied in the Report on
Counties, under the hend of Westmorlund, where also will be fonnd some valuable!
Statistics of the Population, Trade, Agriculture and Fisheries of Prince Edward:
lsland, compiled from returns fornished the Honorable T. H. Haviland,
Secretary of that Colony, to whom I am under much obligation. '

With reference to that portion of my -instructions requiring information as to
the practicability of keeping the Trunk Railway and its Branches open in winter,
and thus securing the commuonication throughout the year, I am enabled to
on the anthority of E. . Derby, Esquire, of Boston, & well known legal Gentle-
man, of high standing, extensively connected with Railways in Massachusetts,
that the Railway Lines in New England have not sustained any very serions
ineonvenience o‘{a permanent character from snow.  Every Railway is provi
with Mammoth Snow Ploughs, of sufficient height and width to clear a
far the Trains, each ploggh having two mould boards. These ploughs are im-
pelled forward by two or three Engines placed behind, and thos the track is
oleared of snow after m storm. When the snow is light, = single Engine”
forms the duty ; but when the snow is long continued, and has mmnhhﬁ
the depth of four or five feet, which sometimes happens in Berkshire County,
Massachusetts, where the Western Railroad surmounts an elevation 1,440 fest
above the ses, more serious difficulties are encountered than in ordin cRSes.
‘The snow, after being repeatedly pressed out by the plongh, nccnionll];r{anomu
solid on each gide of the road ; the subsequent fnll‘; of snow, and the drifting
snow which lodges in the track, at such times require a strong foree with shovels
o clear the way.

Drifts, however, are prevented in some places on the New England Lines, by
board fences eight feet high, parallel to the tracks, st o few rods distance,
against which the enow drives up and lodges in large masses ; these fences have
been christened * Snow-traps.” From the best information, it is stated, that the
expense of removing suow the Railroads of New England, falls much short
of one hundred dollara, (equal to £21 sterling,) per mile, per annum.

The Snow Plongh is vsed on the Great North of England Railway, and other
Rail in that part of England, which are sometimes impeded with snow. It
is sinted by a Gentleman who hiss been cannected with the working of these
Railways, that they suffer but trifling impediment from snow, although it falls
fﬂ:};rnﬂymmdepﬂx;bunhnn]eeth the winter senson, by rendering the

icy and slippery, at times delays the Trains. The remedy for this is
sirewing the Rails either with sand or ashes,

As an almost indispensable adjunct to Railways, the Electric Telegraph is
becoming universally applied. It is now tEnaed, that withont waiting for the
establishment of the Trunk Railway thmugim ese Proviness, o Telegraphic com-
muonication shall immediately be’ established from Halifax to Quebee, by the
mdlmr{:mﬂnum now in use. 'With this view, s Company has been formed
in Quebec during the present month, with a capital of £6,500, in shares of £10:
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each ; which amount, it is will be sufficient to establish the Line from

Quebse to the this Province, It is proposed that the Provinces of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia shall fotm geparate Companies to establish and
manage the Line, each within itsown C . With the presentlextremely high
rates of Postage in these Colonies, and the mode of Post communication,

apart from ail other considerations, there can be very little doubt that Telegraphic
Lines between the different Towns on the ronte, z.s for instance between Saint
John and Fredericton,) wonld pay from the very outset. The question therefore
arises, wheiber the Telegraph would not be better managed from Halifnx to
Quebec, and thence to the extreme Western part of Caunada, by one C s
scting on & uniform gystem, or whether it would not even be more
that the whole Line should be established thronghout, by the Imperial Govern-
ment, which would secure proper arrangements for the transmission of important
intelligence, snd prevent these frands snd abuses which have occurred where
Lines are under the contrel of Companies or individpals.

If established by the Government, the Board of Ordnance would be able to
appointintelligent men from that branch of the service, who would perform the
daoties at the various Stations in a most satisfactory manner, at moderate rates of

P&‘hc value and im uuf%&ﬂ?ihm;ﬂﬁﬂw Brunswick,
the exteot fo whi m.i;itjegmﬁhb ied, the impetas which
thimﬁmb%ﬁaﬂiﬁunfiﬂemﬂmmnﬁmﬁm are sub-
jocls which demand specisl sttention, and the most careful und patient investi-
gation, At present, no sufficient data, or precise information exists, from. which
T T hoonions. procknied Bums i f&“ﬂ*’uﬁ“‘” acideatally: 1n the
and | an : noficing apt ingi %
Mmmtzr This deficieney I hope to be able to mppljr,tﬂm
exbent in spother sgason, after careful ingmiry and resesrch,

1 have the honor to be, Sir, '

Your very obedlent servant,
M. H. PERLEY,
Government Emigration Agent.

The Hoa. Joha &, Seuders, Provineial Secrotary.



