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PREFACE

Tre broad principle on which the present course
ie based is that of Moderate Reform. The old
method of Modern Lanpuage teaching undoubtedly
lost much by its refusal to atiach any importance
to the spoken language. The new method as it i
practised In Germany alsc loses much, as recent
results there tend to prove, by its rofusal to admit
the elaims of translation from the mother into the
forcign tongne.  The teaching of & Modern Lunguagre
in a school 18 required to scrve two ends: it must
seeure a knowledge of the language, and it must alse
provide s medium for general mental training.

The first part of this Course is the result of a series
of attempts to selact what is brst in both the newer
and the older methods for uee 10 an English Public
Mehool.  And so far this at least, seems clear : That
an acenrate pronunciation should be taught from the
beginmng ; that as much of the lesson, as possible
should he taught in the forsign language ; that the
clasa should be cneouraged to cultivate fluency of
apoach ; that grammar should bo regarded as the
 handmaid rather than fhe mistress "5 tlut as n means
of mental training translation from English into the
foreign tongue and a strict discipline in grammatical
structure are indispensahle,
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The three immediate ohjects aimed af in the First
Part are, firstly, to acoustom the ear to hear and
the mouth to ubtber the hitherto wnknown sounds:
secondly, to train the class to repeat a short story
and then to make and answer short questions
upon it; thirdly, to provide a thorough and systematie
drill in the eimple tenses and one componnd tense
of the regular verb and a few of the commoner
irreguiar verba, Instead of attacking the first con-
jugation as a whole before proceeding to the second,
the present tense ir tnken of cach of the four
conjugations snd of awdér and dfve: then all the
six imparfeet tenses, and so oo, It i important
that special attention ahould be paid to the forma-
tion of the wvarfous tenses of 8 verh from s five
principal parts, and a schome has heen suggested by
which this forination may be clearly demonstrated.
This plan should he constantly practised om paper
and on the blackhoard.

Congtant repetition will ba fonnd vitally necogsary
throughout. The rapudity of future progress depends
entirely on the eare which is taken in the carliost
stage; and the work is arrsnged v twelve lessons,
not with the idea that each lesson ean be learnt in an
hour, but with the jdea of dividing the book into
convenient portions for revision, The {ime that each
leamon will tako to learn the first fime will bhe found
to vary very mueh with different elasses, In any
eaze it will fake two or theee hours rather than one,
No hints are given in the text as fo translation, Tk
it is taken for granted that masters will see, in all
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cases, that the meaning of cach sentence is known
aceurately,

Each lesson should be done first with the books
shut. The class should listen and repeat each sen-
tenee after the master, so as to acquire and reproduce
the sound. Then the sentences may be read and
writben down by the boys, and, as a final tost, the
master may give the English, and the class re-
produce the French both orally and in writing
A pumber of cxerciess aro provided on each lesson
for work out of school, hut, if possible, each cxcreise
ghould first be done orally in sehool, and then agsin
worked through orslly, after the exercizse has been
written in preparation time,

The difficulty of making all the members of a
large class talk i eertainly s semous one, but the
author has found the difficulty considerasbly mini-
mised by dividing the class up into two or three
groupa and making asch group repeat a sentencs
in chorus.

Tt is astonishing how speadily work of this kind
repays the trouble taken with it; and, though pro-
gress is very slow at first, it soon beging to increase
rapidly.

A thorough knowlcdge of the lessons contained
in the book will result in the possession of =
vocabulary of from five to six hundred useful words,
and the pupil will already bave some idea of ex-
pressing simple ideas correctly.

The material throughout is taken from French
sources, and the proofs have been revised in France.
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