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INTRODUCTION.

I'T was the agreeable employment of the late
(a) Reverend Mr. Brand, who was one of the
Associates in the Institution of Dr. Bray, to
purchase such copies of the following Life as,
if his constant mquiries after curious and
interesting books, he could find. ﬁnd it was.
his custom to present tht,'ln tsr thqse- ﬁ’asa--
ciates, who were not in pcassessiu:i c;i' this
tribute to the honourable memnry .ﬁf hm who
founded their Society, But, ‘of la.te years, this
obliging attention could be only sparingly shewn,
as the book had ceased to be a frequent article
of sale. The bishop of St. David's, therefore,
suggested the propriety of reprinting the Work.
And, at a meetiug of the Associates in July last,
the suggestion was readily adopted. Being
present ab this meeting, [ offered the humble

(a/ He wos Rector of $t. Mary-at-Hill, London, and Secre-
dary 1o Lbe Society of Autiquaties,
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assistance of. conducting the book through the
press; and at the same time proposed the addi-
tion of some circumstances which, I conceived,
might promote the purposes of the Institution,
and further illustrate the generous andunwearied
labours of the Founder. To these offers una-
pimous assent was given. I have, in con-
sequence, subjoined to the Life, without inter-
rupting the narrative, a few notices drawn from
authenlick sources; a detail of the designs and
p.rhoeedhmgs of ; the Assuclates, taken from the
last. -annual a.tt:n'mit" and a catalogue of the
manus'f:l'liﬁ- and' prmtcd books bequeathed by
D Btaﬁtﬁ&m Lollege, devived from the de-
scription of them by Mr. Watts, the woerthy
librarian of the College.

The following Life of Dr. Bray is almost
entlirely copied in the article, which records the
memory of this excellent man in the Biographia
Dritannica, - Itis distinguishable for faithfid and
zealous representation; and is supposed, from
an entry in the (%} Journals of the Associates,

{33 An historical Account was laid by Mr. Smitk, before.
the Associates, of Dr. Bray's Life and Designs; and, with
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to have been the composition of the REVEREND
SamueL Surre, LL.B. assistant preacher at St.
Botolph, Aldgate, and Lecturer of St. Alban’s
Wood Street; by whom the first{'c ) Sermon before
the friends and supporters of Dr. Dray’s Designs
was preached. It was, however, published by an
anonymous editor in 1746, with a brief dedica-
tion to the (d) daughtér of Dr. Bray, but with-
out the name of Lhe author,

The designs and proceedings of the Asso-
ciates, perhaps not so, much known to the
publick as their utility scems to require, will
probably invite others, the more they are known
and considered, to join the Association; am .

some alterations, the whaole was appraved.® Journels, 17
June 1731,
¢e) * First Seron preached at 8t Austir’s by St Paol's
Febroary 23, 1730-1, by Mr. Sumuel Smith. Thanks to
bim, with a desire that he print ooe thousand copies of "
Jeurnels, 1731, A Sermon was snoually delivered before Lhe
. Associates, only for 8 fow succeeding years. Mr. Smith was fol-
" lowed it this usefol employment, by Dr. Jubn Borten, next by
Dir.Stephen Hales, then by Dy, Bundy, &e.  Jtis tobe wished,
. that this ensiom may be revived.
(d} This Lady bequeathed a legacy of one bundred
pounds, 8%, Aonuilies, to the Amocinten. Jowrmals, 1763,
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Assaciation, which earnestly endeavours to dis-
pense “ the benefits of knowledge and the bles-
sings of religion;” and which has numbered,
among its members, some of our brightest, lu-
minavies of piety and learning. Witness the
revered names of (¢) Robert Nelson, bishop
Smalridge, Dr. Stephen Hales, Dr. Samuel
Johnson, bishop Horne, Dr. Farmer, bishop
Douglas, &c. Nor may I here omit the oppor-
tunity of relating, from the Journals of the As-
sociates, the beneficial effects of Dr. Johnson's
kind attention to this Society. He was ad-
mitted an Associate, on the recommendation of
Dr. John Burton, April 8, 1760. In 1784, e

fe) It may here be mentioned thet the friends and suppor-
ters of Dr. Bruy's Designs were not known by the title of
Associates, till the year 1733. Baul, from the commencement
of the eighteenth cenlury, those friends, distinguished by rank
ns wall as talents, proceeded regolarly, as a Society, is pro.
moting the views of Dr. By, I find, among the early
reconds of the 3ociety, the moble names of Thaoet, Wey-
mouth, and Digby, followed by those of Smelridge, Nelsan,
&c. subjoined 10 some excellent resclutions, The Associales,
before 1733, were called Trustees, both 3o regerd to Mr
D'Alione’s bequest and to Dr. Bray's intentions; the manage-

ment of the former being consigued to the firk tweaty nive

- —
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INTRODUCTION, ix

presented a beaefaction of ten guineas to the
Society, And, on the 5 Feb. 1787, the Asso-
ciates received, from the Reverend Mr. Strahan,
the profits of the first edition of Dr. Johnsen's
Prayers and Meditations, amounting to nearly
fifty pounds.

The points, which belong to the management
of the Associates, are, TugE MaKING PROVISION
For ParocaraL axp Lenprve Lisaartes; and
ThEe coNversioN oF Apurr NEGROES AND THE
EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREY 1% THE Bairien
PrLanrtaTions,

For the support of the former object there is
no settled fand. Then, “ for my brethren and
companions’ sake,” let me entreat the reader
not to disregard the (f) suggestion of consign-
ing such duplicates of useful and religious books
as he may possess to the purposes of the Aso-
ciates; not to withhold, from the super-abun-
dance of his own table, a portion for those who
experience the severest want, Perhaps it may

) See the Dulln: lnd Proseedings of the Associates, p.
&3, : g

-2
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still be said, as it was in the time of Dr. Bray,
that not one third of our parochial clergy are
enabled by their preferments to purchase a
fourth part of those books, which it is necessa-
ry every pastor should peruse; from whom,
especially in this inquisitive age, great measures
of knowledge are expected. . Possessed of an
f£) income, which in numerous instances will
harely answer the necessary claims of his fa-
mily; learned, and (‘4) desirous of employing
bis attainments to the greatest advan Lage.; the
parish priest too often wants the powerful means
for encreasing true knowledge, and for over-
throwing that “gseience fulsely so called,” which,
in various artful publications, aims to destroy
the Christian faith, and to involve the world
(if I may apply the strong expression of St.
Jude) in all  the blackuess of darkness,” both
civil and religious: he wants the means which
books afford, and which his own resources can-

I fg) See the Letters, p. 96, &c. And ihe Remark pre-
ceding those Letters.  Aud Dr. Bray’s Remark, p. 53, 56.

- ¢h) See particolarly the interesting Lemers, No. IIL Ne.

IV, p. 92—95, ' :
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not furnish, How gladly would such an one
enroll himseltf’ among those, whose means and
'opportuni.ties for encreasing knowledge are ex-
tensive and rarely unemployed! ' How readily,
when supplied with books, would he detect the
varying shapes of infidelity, and exhibit to the
world the beneficial influence of pastoral vigi-
lance and literary occupation united! That the
Associates have in some degiee assisted the
studies of the Clergy, and that their assistance
has been received with gratitude, the following
pages will tes:c,if'y. That they may be enabled
to render more extensive assistance, is their
hearty wish, their well-founded expectation.
Tn respect to the other vbject of the Soclety’s
care, for the promotion of which there is 2 small
certain fund, if any argument be wanting to
recommend the conduct ‘pursued by the Asso-
ciates, I vefer ibie reader to the humane and
eloquent Essay on the Civilization of Negroe
Slaves by the present bishop of London: “Itis
to the EpucaTiox or THE Youne Nromors
Ahat we are-principally to look for the success



