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CONFUCHIJS

Arack! down from the Golden Years of Kings
Perfect in every enterprise of life

And Sages calm in benison of Shang-te,

Unto the turmeil of these latter days,

This modern-made forgetfulness of earth,
What lapse, degeneration! And the fall
Continues with the passing of the days;

And Princes lift the sword against their kind,
And none are Kings. And no superior man

Is ‘counsellor ; nor follk obedient

Anywhere bear in mind the Rule of Shun,

Nor guide their ways by the Proprieties,

Nor sacrifice by ceremonial

Exact, nor regulate by music-mood

Nor holy ode, conduct and character.

But all, both high and low, demand new modes
Of turmoil, new disorder ; whilst this sun
Rises and sets, and stars upon their course
Move nightly, marking our disease and death,
[ have made study of the Golden Years,

Their lore of order and their ways of worth
Perfect, plain-fashion'd ; whence am well aware
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How, might but men return unto those laws
Of firm obedience in both home and State,
Of wise command, submission questionless,
By king or husband, subject, vea, or wife,
Then might the rebel or the concubine
Garrulous, lustful, be unknown among us;
And government be peaceful, taxes just,
And many sons be born to reverence

Both parents equally. Hence would 1 teach
This Middle Kingdom, centre of the skies,
With sure authority the method of them
Celestial, absolute ; that so might men
Re-live the ancient dignity of life,

And stand re-born as on the pristine earth
And be of Golden Years, or slaves or kings.
I am so fain to teach, yet nowhere find
Right opportunity ; but fear my faith

Will fade unheard when death ¢’ertaketh me
(My creed, of destiny too like mine own !)
And none after myself be bless'd to know —
For what disciple can preserve a truth
Without example in my private life

Which some successful government alone
Under my counsel could afford to him ? —
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None bless'd to know the truth establish’d by
The fair performance of the Golden Kings.

"Seoth, in these days of turbid insolence

When nought is order’d in authority,

But hearts are bruised and broken with despair
Of learning each some novelty to suit

The strain and stress of untoward circumstance,
Stands this my novelty and my despair

That nowhere men may heed the precept wise,
The proof irrefutable which [ tell them
Glean’d of the wisdom of the greater age
Before all things grew old and tettering.

And | myself grow old and tottering

To leave no high example of success,

Who feel my very faith a failure here

Where few believe ; and I, alone of all

Wise in the sanction of authority,

Wield no authority — though yet, by grace
Of circumstance, set for the space of moons
Owver this province-government fo try

The fresh enforcement of the earlier wa}'rs.

Nor will this folk obey, nor will he heed
Whose counsellor by compact | became.
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