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A WORD TO TIIE READER,

T book iz more suggestive of new thoughts and
ideas on an old subjeet than anv ever helore given to
the public. The Dwevil s placed in his frue light and
pesition, and he is not Lhe evil many noagine him b b
e Tully expliing himself o his talks with  Rev. D
Devine.  YTon can learn how God uses him for llis

OWIL purposcs.
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REV. DAVID DEVINE, D.D.,

THE DEVIL.

CHAPTEIR 1
REY, DE. DEVINE'S REVERIE—WHAT TO PREACL.

Ix this age, when the supernatural is again stepping
to the front, amd men can once more converse with Uhe
departed, and the Devil, for a surprize, does reveal him-
self to a chosen or special foew for parposes direct, as e
dick two and three thousand yewrs ago, it is not strange
that spirits, ghosts, or sprights shonld be seen and talked
with, Theare are too many facts on record—well authen-
ticated facts—to deny that the souls of the departed do
manifest themselres to some, amd it the Devil 1 las
peenliar protean shapes does pay visits Lo moretals to
impress them as (o his presence and infloence.  Spivits
dao manifest themselves to the living.

A number of yvears ago a bright and Deilliant young
divine, about thirty-five vears of age, reputed for his
eloguence and theologieal lewrning, found himself made
a Doctor of Divinity by his Afwa Mater. Of course he



2 Leev. David Devine, 1.1,

was pleased and llattered with the honor, and appreciuted
the compliment, coming so soon in his ministry. He said
to himsell : T must show mysell worthy ol the degree
and the honor so unexpectedly conferred.  Only twelve
vears a minister !

e theneht over in bis mind what should be the sub-
jeet of some of his sermens, to give him somothing of a
repatation for oviginality and profound learning. lle
thought on and over many subjects. Thus he solilo-
quizesd

1. The inheritance and character of “Original Sin”
in all of its bearings and influence upon the human race.
“ N, that will not do; it i3 an ol snbject, and has been
preached npon and written about until it is stade. Besides,
il man has inberited sin tongh Adwm, sl Lhat with-
onl any proviso as to believing in him or not as our first
fatler, and weare also told, * For as in Adim all die, even
s0 in Chyist shall all be made alive,’ T am afraid that 1
will have to theorize, sophistieize, aud be forever trying
to make elear that whieh is not very elear to my T,
to say the least of it. T will not bother with * Original
Sin,' for there is enough sin without onr old father
Adiam’s slipup or full. e soiTered enough for Lis sin,
and T am satis(ed,”

9. The doctrine of © Election wnd Predestination™ pre-
sented itsell to his mind,  * Worse still ; that has been
fomerht over ever sinee the days of John Calvin, It is
repagnant to the eommon-sense justiee of man; andl, to
tedl the honest truth, half who preach such a doetrine do
not really believe in it. T might traly eall that Calvin's
soriinal sin,' for he has made many a minister to
sin in preaching it, and trying to explain suel a doe-



