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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

---—P.
THE WGEDER-BDDE

Evex from the data to be obtained by a pernsal of
his works, the general reader will be likely to infer
that -Hawthorne took a vital interest in child-hife ; and
in hiz published Nole-Books are fonnd many brief
memorandas which indieate hiz disposition to write for
children. After he married and had begun to rear
a family of his own, this interest of his in the ear-
liest developments of mind and character beeame, nat-
arally, much more active.  1le was aceustomed to ob-
serve his children very closely. There are private
manuseripts sfill extant, which present exaet records
of what his young son and elder daughter said or
did, from hour to hour ; the father seating himself in
their play-room and patiently noting all that passed.

To this habit of watchful and sympathetic serutiny
we may attribnte in part the remarkahle felicity, the
fortunate ease of adaptation to the immature under-
standing, and the skilful appeal to fresh imaginations.
which characterize his stories for the young,' Natural
tacl and insight prompted, faithful study from the real
assisted, these productions.

While still living at Lenox, and soon after publish-
ing *“The House of the Seven Gables,” he sketehed as
follows, in a letter to Mr. James T. Fields, May 23,
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1851, his plan for the work which this noie accom.
panies : —

“ | mean to write, within six wecks or two months
next ensuing, 4 book of stories made up of classical
myths. The subjects are: The Story of Midas, with
his Golden Touch, Pandora’s Box, The Adventure of
Hercules in quest of the Golden Apples, Bellerophon
and the Chimmra, Bauviz and Philemon, Persens and
Medusa ; these, 1 think, will be enough to make up a
volume. As a framework, I shall have a young col
lege-student telling these stories to his cousing and
brothers and sisters, during his vaeations, sometimes
at the fireside, sometimes in the womls and dells.. Un-
lesa I greatly mistake, these old fietions will work ap
admirably for the purpose: and I shall aim at anhsti-
tuting a tone in some degree Gothic or romantic, or
any such tonc as may beat please myself, instead of
the classic coldness which is as repellant as the touch
of marble.”

With such precision as to fime did he carry outl this
scheme, that on the 15th of July he wrote the Preface
to the completed volume. It was unusual, however,
for him to work with such rapidity, or indeed to write
at all in the summer season; and this cxertion, com-
ing so soon after his work wpon the romance, may
have had sumothlnn' to do with increasing a langnor
which he had alr Fad:; begun to feel, and inducing him
to remove from Lenox in the autumn. While IH:'I re-
mained in Berkshire he had more or less literary com-
panionship, which is alluded to in the Note-Books and
also in the closing chapter of the “ Wonder-Book,”
where he likewise refers thus to himself : —

*+ Have we not an aunthor for our next neichbor?’
wsked Primrose. * That silent man, who Lives in the
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old rad house near Tanglewood Avenue, and whom we
sometimes meect, with two children at his side, in the
woods or at the lake. I think I have heard of his hav-
ing written a poem, or A romanece, or an avithmetie, or
a school-history, or something of that kind." "

The manuseript of the “ Wonder-Book ” 18 the only
one of Hawthorne's completed books which, in its
original form, is owned by any member of his family.
The book was written on thin blue paper of rather
large size, and on both sides of the pages. Searcely a
eorrection or an erasuve occurs, from the beginning to
the end; and wherever an alteration was made, the
after-thought was evidently so swift that the author
did not stop to blot, for the word first written 1s merely
smeared into illegibility and another substituted for it.
it appears to be certain that, althongh Hawthorne
meditated long over what he intended to do and came
rather slowly to the point of publication, yet when the
actual tusk of writing was begun it proceeded rapidly
and with very little correction ; and in most cases
probubly very little re-drafting was done. His private
correspondence exhibits the same easy How of composi-
tiom, in sentences of notable finish ; offering a marked
contrast, for example, to the habit of the historian
Motley, who even in his letters expunged words on
every page.

The “ Wonder-Book ™ proved to be a financial as
well as literary suecess, and was presently translated
anid published in (zermany.

G. P. L.



