THE ENGLISH AND FOREIGN PHILOSOPHICAL
LIBRARY. YVOLUME VIii: RELIGION IN CHINA:
CONTAINING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF
THE THREE RELIGIONS OF THE CHINESE: WITH
OBSERVATIONS ON
THE PROSPECTS OF CHRISTIAN CONVERSION
AMONGST THAT PEOPLE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649688838

The English and Foreign Philosophical Library. Volume VIII: Religion in China: Containing a
Brief Account of the Three Religions of the Chinese: With Observations on the Prospects of
Christian Conversion Amongst That People by Joseph Edkins

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH EDKINS

THE ENGLISH AND FOREIGN PHILOSOPHICAL
LIBRARY. YVOLUME VIii: RELIGION IN CHINA:
CONTAINING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF
THE THREE RELIGIONS OF THE CHINESE: WITH
OBSERVATIONS ON
THE PROSPECTS OF CHRISTIAN
CONVERSION AMONGST THAT PEOPLE

ﬁTrieste






THE
ENGLISH AND FOREIGN
PHILUSDPHI'CAL LIBRARY.

—pid

FOLUME VIEL

-




Pallpniome Traid

EALLAKTVHE, HARSON AFP CO.

EOid BURGI AHD Lo AN




RELIGION IN -CHINA;

DOHTATRING

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE THREE RELIGIONS
OF THE CHINESE:

WITH
‘

GEISERVATIONS ON THE PROSPECTS OF CHRISTIAN
CONVERSION AMONGET I'HAT PROFPLE.

BT

JOSEFH EDKINS, DD.

AUTEGR OF ™ A GRAMMKAR OF TEE SEATEIA DLALECE," ' O0F THE CRITEAE ONLLOGOLAL
LAHUUAGE, DOMMINLY (ALLKD WATTAKE," ™ CHTHAM FLACE IN
FINLLALMY ™ ** SITH (ILIN CFB COARALTORS," BT

Speonly ®ition,

LONDOXN:
TREUENER & J0, LUDGATE HILL
1878, 7

[4d righte rewersed ] 520 5T

Lo C



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

+

Tur history of the Chinese religions is replete with in-
struction. They have developed themselvea from bases
which are entirely Asiatic, Partly of pative origin, and
partly Indian, they have grows up quite iidependently of
Judaism and of Christianity.

The nomeneclature apd fundamental ideas of Confucian-
ism and of carly Taouism are purely native, and bear tos-
timony to the fact of elear moral distinetions, a strong
appetite for legend, and a desp love of traditional religion.
The Buddhism of lodia transplanted into a colder climate
and adapted to the habits of a practical and unimaginative
people, yet bears traces through all its immense ramifica-
‘tions of Aryan origin.

To show how the tree of religion in Chine has gradually
attained its present ize and shape is the object of this
little book. Its root iz native, snd ite principal branch
has always continued so. But a mighty branch of foreign
origin has been grafted in the old stock. The metaphys-
ical religion of Bhakyamuni was added to the moral
doctrines of Confucins, Another process may then be
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witnessed. A native twig was grafted in the Indian
branch. Modern Taouism has grown up on the model
supplied by Buddhism, That it is possible to observe the
modus eperandi of thia repeated grafting, and to estimate
the amount of gain and loss to the people of China, result-
ing from the varied religious teaching which they have thus

received, 19 a ciroumstance of the greatest interest to the.

investigator of the world’s religions. This little book con-
tains & brief sketeh of & very wido subjoct.  Only the main
fostures could be embraced, It is hoped, however, that no
very bmportant points have been entively omitted

If Professor Max Miillar suceeeds in making the study
of religions as popular aa he has done that of Comparative
Philology, the field for research presented by China may
soon be worked by many new investigators. Meantime
this book may continue to ssrve a8 a brief mannal to the
subject it treats for some years to eome.

Those interested in the propress of tho Christian tnis-
sionary enterprise have here the means of judging what
sort of work has to be done in China

Ancestral worship is seen teking very much the place
of a religion, and duty to parenis needs, therefors, to be
placed on the Christian footing, Reversnce to heaven and
earth ia commonly inenleated, end instesd of it has to be
substituted the worship of the Supreme, Eternal God by
every human being. The duty of man to man i3 very fully
laid down. It 18 requisite for the Christian teacher to
class all human duties in subordination to the love of God,
The future lifs as presented to the eye of the popular reli-




PREFACE. il

gious conaciousness does not command intelligent faith,
becanse Buddhism has no confidence in its own teaching
on this point. The Chinese will find in the Christian doe-
trine of the future life that which will help them to change
vagueness and uncerbainty for assured hope.  So also with
redemption as tanght by Buddhiste, There is no sclidity
init, It reduces itself to abstractions and fine distinc-
tions in words. Its indefiniteness is in strong contrast to
the Christian redemption, which finding man beset with
¢vil, holds out to him ths strong hand of & divine deli-
verer, and makes him both virfuous and happy.

Thirty-five years have gona by aihee China was opened,
Missionary progress  was at first very slow. Im some
cities many summers snd winters passed hefore the oecur-
renca of a E.in‘gle baptisra. After fifteen years a thousand
converts rewarded the Iabours of the missionsries. An.
other fifteen years sew this number increased to ten
thonsand. The growth of the Christian element iz now
geen steadily advancing,

The nomber of points at which the work of the Pro-
teatant missions iz carvied forward is rapidly increasing,
and the same i3 true of those of the Romish Church,
which count their adherents by hundreds of thonsanda.

Among the causes of the more frequent baptisms that
we hear of in moat of the districts where missionaries are
labouring at the present time, are the greater peace of the
country during the last few years, and the fact that the
local suthorities and persons of influenee understand
better than before that the acceptance of Christianity is
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not & crima against the law. Wrongs inflicted on Chria-
tiang have in several instances been rectified, and there
is not so much fear falt as there was that baptism must
involve very much suffering.

Oue of the concessions secured by Sir Thomas Wade in
the negotiations of 1876, with Le-hung-cheng, Governor-
General of Chile, was the posting in all public places
through the country of an imperial proclamation respect-
ing the murdering of Mr, Margary, This is found to have
& beneficial effect on the people, as making it their duty
to look on foreigners aa friends. Ssveral instanees have
lately occurred of persons esking for baptism being led to
think of it through this proclamation.

We can judge best of the prospact of the epread of
Christianity in China by casting an eye on those districts
where Christion commnugities have bean guthered, They
are extending themselves in many places with no small
rapidity. In some parts the village population has dur-
ing recent years shown a tendency o adopt new religions
ideas, combined with the prohibition of opiwm and
tobacco amoking, worship without images, and obedience
in regard of doctrine to some spiritual guide, In the
neighbourhood of Peking thers are several such associa-
tions, all of modern origin. In some the abandonment of
opium-smoking is rigidly enforced. Many persong follow
the practice of these séets for & fow months or years, and
then, on being urged by the Christiana to join them, they
yield without mueh diffieulty, saying that they did not in



