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PREFACE.

Isthe year 1821 the Rev. Joacph Tockerman, I D,
requested my father to write Memoire of his own life, and
about the same time I communieated to him = similar Te-
guest from hie children. It was with great reluclance that
e consented to make the effort; but he commenced the
wark in June 1922, in & series of Letters addzessed 1o Dr.
Tuckerman, the last of which is dated Jan. 26, 1539,
When I asked him, from tims to time, what progress he
had made, he always suid that this work wos very unpleas-
ant to him, and that ha could not do it well. His time was
much oceupicd in writing on ether subjects whick he
thooght more impovtant, and he added nothing to the
Memoir in the last five snd a half years of hLis Lifa.

Many yearas before his death he expressed a wish that
the manypscripts which he might lewve at the time of his
death, should fall into my bands ; and he desired that Dr.
Channing, Dr. Tuekerman, and Dr. Ware, Ir., should
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advise and assist me in making selections for publication.
T requested him to leave o memorandom of his wishes on
this subject; t0 whichk he assented. At a later period I
requested him to leave very explicit directions in respect to
his mamuecripts; and alse 1o apecify which of them he
thought most important (o have puoblished, and which of
his prinied works he theoght most weeful to be reprinted.
This last request was made because I thoupght it poesible
that the public might desire to have a uniform edition of
his most important writings, together with his Autobiogra-
phy. He seemed pleased with my suggestions, and said he
would endeavor tn comply with them.,

T mentioned to wy father two ressons for making these
raguests : those wham he oamed as my advisers might be
unable 1o assist me ; and my views on several religious
doctrines were so different from his own, that it might be
difficult to satiefy others that I acted impartially, and fol-
filled my dnty to hio.

Tmmediately ofier my father's death, Oect. 31, 1837, 1
took possvsaion of all his papers, snd exzmined them very
carefully; and, to my great regret, no directions, and no
notice of my requests goold be found, 1 was thus left
under the necesaity of meting aecerding to what T eould
remember 10 have been requested by him, or assented to in
angwer 0 my sugpeations, [ made known my father's
desire that Dra, Channing, Tucherman, and Ware, should
glve me adviea and assistance, aod I gave them a full view
of the M38. which he bad left. They treated me with
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great kindness and justice, and examined the Memoirs and
several other MBS,

Noi only these gentlemen and mysolf, but all the relatives
of my father to whom I eould show his Autobiography,
wers agreed in the decision that it vught not to be published
as the Memoirs oF De. WoncesTer. It does, indeed,
record the prineipal historical factz belonging to & suitable
Memoir. It also farnishes many ather useful materials ;
but it does ol present his shardeter and works as others
saw them and ought to see them,— it docs.mos give any
t'a..ir and adequats view of the real usefolness of his Jabors,
not of the eativnation in which they were held by ihe intel-
ligent and virtuour of his own times.

It was the esrnest desire of Dir. Channing, Dr. Tucker-
man, and many other friends of my father, that Dr. Wara
should write his Memoirs; bnot the feehle state of Dr.
Ware's health, and hiz numerous and ardooos lzbers, Ten-
dered it irnpossible for him to eoderiake 1he work at =a
anrly a pariod as war desitable. After he consented to
perform it, he was delayed by sickness and by unforeseen
lzbors; and it was not il the autamo of 1842, that ha was
sble to devote much attention toit. It is with pain that I
remamber the anxiety which was caused him by this delay.
He often expressed sorvow that he hed consepted to write
the Memoirs, and wished ihat I would employ seme other
person ; but I knew not how to find any ona of equal quali-
fications ; and I constantly desived him to feel at ease oo the
subject, and wot laber upon it tll he had health and leisure-
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He had indeed a strong wish to write the Memoirs of Dr.
Worcester ; and ] am certain that no fault shonld be im-
poted to him on account of his delaying and partially failing
to perform the werk.

Dr. Tuckerman agreed 1o examine gl my father’s Man-
useripia, solact the best, and prepare them for publication.
In this he was 10 have some assistanee from k. Channing,
Dr. Tockerman's health fuiled before ha performed any part
of thia labor,  I@is death and that of Dr. Chaoning, left the
whole work for I, YWare and myself, Ie alae lizs gone
horae before the work Ja completed ; and 1he duty of foish-
ing it devolves wpon e, when my health has become too
feeble to perfurm it well. All thoss whom my father
named as my adviscrs ond asswslacts, have lefi me, o be-
goms his companiona,

When T visited Dr, Ware in Nov. 1842, it was agreed
that [ should make euch inguiries of the booksellers, as
would help o o decide how many velumes should be
published. Wea propesed 2 selegtion from the printed works
of my father, and ane or twa selumes from his Manoseripts,
in sddition to the Memoire. The stata of the book-market
was such at that time, that it was daemed improper to pub-
lish aay part of these works |, and the adviee given o Dr.
Ware waa, that the Memoirs should be finished, and that
we shosld wait for o mere favorable time for publishing.
This removed from hie mind the foeling that it was neces-
sary to do the work now, and he permisted other daties to
take its placa. This sccounte for his pot completing the
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Memoirs previens to April 1843, when his heabth failed 20
moch that he seems to have edded nothing to this work.
Afier his death in September, Mrs. Ware kindly sent me all
the papers which sha found relating to tha Memairs,

It appeara thet Dr, Wara dosigned to have the work con-
sist of eight Chapters, Flvo Chapter scem to be com-
pleted, with the exeeption of a few facta, and the last laber
of gorzecting the composition. 1 do net find any paper
heanded 25 Chapter VI., nor anything that T am certsin was
intended for it; but I huve put in this place what aaemaﬂ..
mast suitahla.

I fad the beginning of Chapter ¥1L., and soch things as
[ bave armnged under thai heed. For Chapter VIII. I
find caly o few fragments. He did oot attempt to write
it, and haa left only a few scattered remarks.

It seems to me and to othera that tha most important part
of the work iz done, that itis valvable, and should oot be
loet. Tbis imdeed a very delicate and dificult task, to pre~
pare these papers for publication; and I should be wholly
mwilling to undertzske i, were not the relatives of Dr,
‘Ware so comapotent and so ready to assist me. The reader
will find that where I have made changes, they are made
in brackets ; and that whers I have added Nowes, they are
given as mine. Ihave omitted very few passages which
Dr. Ware wrote.  Hin aceount of the family of Noah
Woreester, Heq., io tha frst.Chapter, was very imparfect ;
I have therefore omitted it, and joagried a statement in
brackets.



