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INTRODUCTION

N a recent public address the Reverend Bishop

Charles B. Galloway, of Mississippi, made the
following statement: “We must insist that the
Negro have equal opportunity with every American
citizen to fulfil in himself the highest purpose of
an all-wise and beneficent Providence.” This
quotation indicates the spirit in which this book
should be studied.

The Negro is greatly in evider , through
incidents of various sorts having siuall relation
to the important questions concerning him that
should command the earnest thought and intel-
ligent action of every American, Prevailing in-
difference to the subject is very apparent and
painfully abundant.

s the subject of it, was interesting ; but now that
the dramatic conditions of a grest political erisis
and vest military operations have faded into dis-
tant perspective, and the sentimental and heroic
situations are replaced by obligations of simple
duty to a great mass of plain people; only the in-
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difference of many, the languid interest of some,
and the active earnestness of a small righteous
remnant remain.

In many localities there appears a settled deter-
mination io let the Negro take care of himself
under conditions as they have come to exist. It
is not exceptional for descendants of abolitionists
to say, * Our fathers wrought for and secured the
freedom of the Negro, and now that he is free let
him work out his own salvation —we have no
farther duty in the matter.”

But the question will not down. The Negro
supplies a stock asset in politics, literature, and
daily news, The interests of each naturally lead
to inaccuracy and exaggeration. ‘These expres-
sions inevitably produce opposing expressions
equally unreliable. And so, when types and talk
are sbundant and misleading, sanity and intelli-
genee are much to be desired.

It is clear to all reasonable minds that the worst
about the Negro is widely exploited. The coming
in large numbers of the least desirable Negroes to
the northern cities presents a forbidding front that
gives shallow foundation to much unkind opinion.

The tendency in both North and South to dismiss
the whole guestion to the limbo of indifference, or
worse, by & judgment founded upon partial in-
formation drawn from the least favorable con-
ditions, is a misfortune of the entire case.
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A renascence of the national conscience in respect
of the Negro is needed. It is important that
questions of personal duty should not be obscured
and bomb proofs created for cowardly minds by
abetract discussions of fine distinctions, or of
questions that are forever settled, concerning
slavery and the Negro.

The moral responsibility for slavery, the com-
parative intellectual capacities of Anglo-Saxon and
Negro, the alleged mistakes in Negro education,
the vast politieal questions of which the emanci-
pated race is the centre are not without impor-
tance, but they have nothing to do with questions
of personal duty and obligation to a struggling
race of American born people.

Slavery was a costly legacy for which the nation
has paid dearly in numerous ways. Our forbears
conld have settled it all justiy and cheaply. Our
question, as an incident of the unwelcome bequest,
is what will we do with it for our descendants. The
adjustments that will keep peace and harmony
between the two races living side by side, when
the darker race will pumber twenty and forty
millions, must be made now. Forty years ago
American Negroes numbered about four millions,
but now they count about ten millions. Our
children will doubtless see the latter number
doubled, and their children may see it doubled
again,



