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The translator is well aware, that an English

I translation at the hands of a German, even if looked

over by an Englishman, must necessarily fall short
of the elegance which should characterize original com-
positions. Yet he hopes, that, by adding a really
good book to the Lbrary of the sinologue, students
will grant him the indulgence of overleoking the
poverty of tha garb, in consideration of the intrinsie
value of the work.
Kiukiang, December, 15873.






PREFACE.

The present little work is a lecture read before
the conference of Rhenish Missionaries at Hongkong
on the 24th July, 1872, Tt iz the first attempt to
explain in brief the contents of the three principal
books of Confucianism. Eash senfenee is well con-
gidered and mostly a Litersl translabion of different
passages, the acouracy of which all are able fo examine,

The Chiness text given is cited according te Dr,
Legge’s edition, vol. I:—A. standing for Analects,
&. L. for Qreat Learning, D. M. for Doctrine of the
Mean. The translation is rendered after the original
text, being always independent, as every competent
judge may at onee perceive. _

This publication required more laborious effort,
than perhaps appears. A mere display of scholarship
iz intentiomslly avoided. Comparisons founded on
parallel passages from European philosophers and the
meoral writers, which might be easily cited, are left
out. :

Should the little work find sufficient sale, more
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may soon follow. Two larger works are nearly
finished in M.8., {in German.)

1. Translation of Liek feu JY-F (350 B. C)
with parallels from tha ancient Chinese litera-
ture ; also an intreduetion and commentary.

2. Chuang-tze BEF (300 B. C.)

Thess are the best philosophical works of the
Chinese langnage and ornaments of the ancient litera-
ture, No part of either has as vet been translated
into any foreign language. As, however, such works
ought only o be printed with the Chinede toxt and a
good commentary, tha cost of their publication wonld
fur surpass the small private means of the compiler.

E F.
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