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PREFACE.

Dy prefixing the dates at which my varions papers
vn the Artificial Tywpanum have appeared, and the
medin selected for their publicstion, the following
pages mey be said to afford a chronological history
of its progress, from ita discovery, er rather the
tirst publicity given to it, to the present time.

When circometances transpired which appeared to
indicate that the time had arrived at which it waa
incumbent on me to promulgete an important medics
faot, that for eeveral years I had repeatedly verified
in my practice, I considered it to be my first duty to
moke it known to the Profession of which I am &
member ; and with this view, I selected & medinom,
through which T believed it would siehn e ge-
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feanional ]‘:‘l\'blii'.it]f—ihu ‘Lawerr' From that pulli-
cation the following puges are reprinted, with the
addition of a Paper T had the homour of resding
before the British Medical Assceiation, which met at
Edinburgh in 18588, showing that the new mode of
treatruent advocated, bad a more extended range then
was at first supposed or indicated, and inculeating the
opinion that no ease of desfness should be decmed
irremediatle until the cotton test had been applicd.
Although so many years have elapsed since 1 first
made known my discovery, and potwithstanding the

publicity® given fo it by every existing medical
journal throughout the eivilised world, copied also as

* The time necessary to make generally known o medies] dis-
oovery, has been well excmplificd i the history of vaccination.
But that eny well-sitested fwt whizh mey apply to sulferers
throughont the world, should not st oues obtain currency in the
ranks of the Profession, whe are supposcd, and whe ought to be
regular readers of their own specinl periodical Hterature, s as an-
teunding as it is disereditable; yet such Ia the case in rofarence to
the artificial tympanmum. Within the last twelve monthes, consl-
tation letters have reached me from two surgeona, both many
years in practica, giving cirmmmetantial histories of their awn
cases, clearly showing thet rupture of the membrans tympani bad
ecourred, neither of whom evidently had heard, or resd of the
treatment of such cases which I had so long practissd, snd which
had baen so fally discussed and landed in the medical jowmals
of the day.  Buoth of these gentlemen are now using iy remedy

IS modform suecess,



PREFACE, Y

it waz into every other chanmel of informatiom, it is
lamentable to think that thousands and theusends of
persona are etill living, suffercra from one of the
greatest calamities incidental to human existence,
whose mslady is easily and permanently amenable to
this very salp and simple treatment.

How is this state of things o be amended? lst,
by diffusing more widely amongst the community at
large, the knowledge of the fact; and, 2ndly, by
instructing, as far a8 words can instroct, the pro-
fesmiomal adviser, ss to the rules to be observed in
making a trisl of the remedy. The latter is attempted
in the eoursn of the following pages, the former is
enjoined on sll who do me the homowr of reading
them ; for it is desimble that everyome, who imn
ordinary phraseclogy may be said to bave logt the
drum of the ear, should st least be made aware that
wrt can supply them with the means of relieving their
sud affliction.

To the present edition also has been added o few
remarks on some most Injudicious and sven dangerous
deviations from my own mothod of treatmmemt, chiefly
a8 to the material to be used. From their failures,
and from numberless experiments of wy own, 5w e
firm belief that cotton-wool, moslened wiln W,
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and warmed to the temaperatore of the body, will never
be soporseded. Tt has the sdvantages also of
aimplicity, cleanliness, and safety. Some further re-
marks upon this sohjeot will be found at page 39
et. seg.

Many years have passed away since the following
papers firet appesred in the ‘Lawoer” Nevertheless
thers iz not & single remark I would wish to rebract,
whilst meny points af first involved im mystery now
admit of satisfactory explanation; for instanve, the
modus operands of the remedy may be thus accountsd
for :—The loss of the membrana tympani deprives the
gagicula or ehain of bones of thejr matum] sgpport,
and, consequently, they hang locse and flabby in the
cavity of the tympanum ; the cotton-wool iz =0
adjusted as to restore to them the necessary support,
and then the waves of sound break upon the eofton,
through which the impulse is conveyed o the cesicula,
and so opwards to the brain,

Jawes YRARsLET,

London, 15 Savils row, W.,

Jan., 1882
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Up to the present time, no successful mode of
troating porforations of the membrane of the
drum of the ear, either as respects the restoration
of the membrane, or the relief of the nocom-
penying deafness, has been discovered. The
only measna resorfed to for the latter purposs
has been the removal of pus or mucus from
the tympanal cavity by syringing, or rendering
it free by passing air through the perforation by
way of the Eustachian tube. Either of these pro-
ceedings will produce a temporary improvement
of the hearing in cases where the tympanum
suffers from obstruction, but in many others,
when such a state does not obtain, they are of
little, if of any, service. Another mode of treat-
ment, but one directed to the renovation of the
drum, is the employment of mercury, with a
view to produce “a new creation ol memirwes
B



