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PREFACE

As a sequel to the Stone Age Guide, published in 1902, the
present volume is intended primarily to direct attention to our
national antiquities, and to illnstrate the connection between
this country and the Continent in prehistoric times. For
England, at least, there exists no work on the Bronze period
that embraces the whole field, or beings the light of recent
discoveries to bear upon Britain.

Considerable space has been neccssarily devoted to the
deseription of remaina it England, but it is hoped that the
treatment of certain aress abrond, of greater importance in
themselves, will not be found too condensed.  Much that wasa
formerly regarded as vaguely prehisiorie is now seen to belong
to well-ascertained stages in the development of the highest
ancient civilisations, and the objeets themselves belong more
properly to the Eeyptim and Assyrian or to the Greek and
Roman department.  Tor this vcosom only typical serics of
sueh remaing ean be ghown io the Prehistorie Hoom. Most
of the antiquities here belong undoubledly o the Bronze
age, but there must have been o considernble overlap at the
beginning and end of tho period. Refercneo is made to
certain stone and other primitive implements that clearly
survived into the age of metal, and o compromise has been
arrived at with regard to the Early Iron age.  Bronze relics
of what is known as the Hallstatt period are exhibited in this
Room nnd ineluded in the Guide, while those of iron, n many
eascs contemporary, are rescrved for future treatinent,

The eollections from the British Isles in the Musoum are
fairly complete, tut i iz unfortunate that remains from
Treland, the distriet richest in gold and bronze antiguitics of
the period, should so seldom have a history: even when the
locality is recorded, the circunstances of the discovery are
generally unknown, Tt iz in this way that prehistorie
archacology is thwarted at every twrm; and one need only
look at the Danish national antignities to appreciate the valoe
of some official control over carly remains found in the seil.
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Tu the work of avranging aml describing the bronazes,
Sir John Evang’ comprehensive aml laborious work has been
of great service ; and for the barrows of this country, Canon

ireenwell’s book on the subjeet has been largely drawn npon.
Special mention must also be made of Prof. Monteling'
classification for various parts of Europe: his beautitully
illnstrated works ave generally rogarded as of high authority,
The opinions of other cminent archaeologists, at howe and
abtroad, have also been frequentily cited ; while I'vof, Gowland
of the Royal Caollege of Sciones, rof. Rhys of Oxford, and
Canon Greenwell of Durham have very kindly read in proofl
the pussages dealing with subjecls on which they are recog-
nized anthorities,

The Trustees are indehted to one of their number, Sir John
Evauws, for the loun of figs. 15, 33, 34, 35, 51, 563, 57, 58, 08
and 112; to the Couneil ol the Sociely of Antiquaries for
figs. 17, 22, 23, 45, 71, 93, 94, 96, 97, 124 and 145 ; and to
the Delegades of the Oxford University Tress for pormission
to nse figs, 1, 2, 20-32, 36, 37 nnd B8, orizinally publishad in
Canon Greenwell’s Bridish Horrows, Where the ilinstrations
are not Ml size, the amount of reduction is generally indicated
by & fraction thus, 3 weans that the originad hos twice the
length and twewdth, but fowr times the area, of the re-
produetion. '

The term witllensiuni has been oceasionally adopted for
any of ile suceessive peviods of 1000 yenrs before our era
for exnmple, the firet Bgyptian dynasty is assigned to the
middle of the fifth willennium (about 4500 .0.), and the siege
of T'roy i3 generally supposed o have taken place towards the
close of the second millenmium (about 1100 B.0.),  In deseribing
the Table-Cases it has been found desirable to speak of the
west and east sides, and of the lelt and right sections of
cither,  'I'o facilitate roforence a plan of the room, giving the
carlinal points, is provided on the back cover of the Guide.

CHARLES H. READ.
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