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TO

WILLIAM COWPER, Esg

l

DEAR SIR,

THERE is, T hape, fome propriety in my addrefing a Com-
pofition to you, which would never perbaps bave exifled, bad
I net, amid the beavy preffure of many forrews, derived
infinite confolation from your Poetry, and fome degree of
animation and of confidence from your eftecm,

The following performance is far from afpiring to be co-
[fidered as an dmitation of your imimitable Poem, ' Tue
“ Task;” I am perfeilly fenfible, that it belongs not to a
feeble and feminine band to draw the Bow of Ulyffes.

The force, clearnefs, and fiblimity of your admirable Poea;
the felicity, almoft peculiar to your genius, of giving to the
moft familiar objeéts dignity and effect, I could never bope to
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reach ; yet, baving read * The Tafk" almof} inceffantly from
its firf publication to the prefent time, I felt that kind of
enchantment deferibed by Milton, when be fays,

o The Augel ended, and in Adaw's ear

et 8o charming feft biz veice, that be anvbite

s Thanght bive il fpeaking.” —
And from the force of this imprefion, I was gradually led to
attempt, in Blank Verfe, a delineation of thofe intorefiing ob-
geits which J.’.Iapps':zfd to excite my alfention, and which vven
preffed upon an beart, that bas learned, perbaps from its own
] fufferings, 1o Jeel with acute, though unauvailing compaffion,
the calamity of others.

A Dedication ufeally confifls of praifis and of apologies;
my praife can add nothing to the unanimous and loud applaufe
of your country. Sbe regards you with pride, as one of the
Sfewo, who, at the profent period, reféue ber from the imputa=
tion of having degenerated in Poectical talents s but in the
form of Apology, I fFould have much to fay, if Lagain dared
to plead the preffure of evils, aggravated by their long conti-
nuance, as an excufe for the defells of this attempt.
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Whatewer may be the fawlts of its execution, let me vindi-
cate myfelf from thofe, that may be imputed to the defign.—
In fpeaking of the Bmigrant Clergy, I big to be underyiood as
ﬁ;‘ffﬂg the ;.‘_Eﬂf.@f ?'.g:;‘;-‘)e.-ﬁs‘ ﬁ_:‘ the f.isfe’g?’:la‘_}f qf their P?‘I.Pf.:‘f;ﬂ!'m' 3
and i# 15 with pleafire I add my fujrage to that of thofe,
wwdo bave bad a_jwilar spportunity of witnefing the condult
of the Emigrants of all defiriptions during their exile in Eng~
land s which fas deen Jucl as does bonour to their mation,
and ought #o fecure o them in onrs the effeem of every .e’s'gf’.;era!
wmind,

Your philantbropy, dear Sir, will induce you, Iam per-
Suaded, to join wieh me in boping, that this painful exile may
Jinally lead ta the extivpation of that reciprocal batred fo
unsworthy of great anid m.v':'g.érmé'd nations; that it may tend
to humanize both countries, by convincing each, that good
qualities exift in the other 5 and at lengrl annibilate the pre-
Judices that bave fo fong exifted to the injury of both,

Yot it is unfortunately but too true, that with the body of
the Englifh, thir national averfion has acquired new force by
the dreadful feenes which bave been aéfed in France during
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the laft fummer——cven thofe whe arve the wvidims of the
Revalutisn, have not ¢ftaped the odinm, which the undiftin-
guifbing multitude annex to all the natives of a country where
fuch barrors bave been afled : nor is this the worfl ¢ffedt thefe
events have had on the minds of the Englefl ; by confounding
the ariginal caufe with the awretched cateflropbes thar bave
Sallssved its il management ; the attempts of public virtur,
with the outrages that guilt and folly bave committed in its
Aifiuife, the wery name of Liberty bas not only loff the ebarm
i ufed to bave in Britifh ears, but many, who have written,
or fpoken, in its defence, bhave been fligmatized as promaters
of Anarchy, and exnesiies to the profpericy of their country.
Perbaps even the Author of * The Tajk," with all bis good-
nefi and fendernefs of beart, is in the catalogue of thofe,
cvha are reckoned fo have been too warm in a caufe, which
it was once the glory of Englifhmen to avow and defind—
The exquifite Poem, indeed, in which you bave bonoured
Liberty, by a tribute bighly gratifying to ber fincercft
friends, was publifbcd fime years before the demolition of
regal dofpetifin in France, which, fn the fifth book, it feems
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to forctollme Al the truth and encray of the paflage to which
I allude, muft bave beea ffrongly felty when, in the Parlia-
ment of England, the greatefl Orator of aur time quated the
Jieblimed of gur Pecti—=vben the eloguence of Fox did juftice

to the genius of Cowper.

T anty dear 8IR,
Wit she syl perfedd offeens,
Yowr shlized and sbedient frvant,

CHARLOTTE SMITH.

Arightlefmeney, May 10, 1703,



