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INDIA’S NEEDS:

MATERIAL, POLITICAL, S8OCIAL, MORAL,
AND RELIGIOUS.

BY

JOHN MURDOCH, LL.D. .

“ The Ionger one lves, obsserves, and thinks, the mores desply does he foal
theze is no community on the face of the sarth which sufferw lems from political
evils and mors from self-inficted or welf-ncoopted, or welf-croated, and, therefors,
avoldables evile, than the Hindn community | ¥'*

Raja Sir T. Mufhovs Ras, LO6L

* The psrmansnt Temedies for the poverty of India rewt with tha peopls
thempelves,”
Kon, W, W, Henfer, LE.D., O8I,

M ADRAB:
S0LD AT THE TRACT DEPOT, MEMORIAL HALL COMPOUXD.

1886,



PREFATORY NOTE.

It is an encouraging sign that never before in India were so
many of her sons interested in her welfars, snd never before did their
efforta on her behalf promise to be attended with greater resnlta.

It is of the utmost importance that the labours of reformers
should be wisely directed. Changes may be proposed which would
be miachievous instead of beneficial ; attention may be given to
mafters of comparatively little importance, while those on which
the well-being of the country mainly deponds may be neglected.

In the land of caste, there is great danger of s false patrict-
ism taking the form of race hatred, Those who try to sow discord
between Enropeans and Natives are no true friends of either,

Some persons assert that India is becoming poorer and poorer
under Britigh rule. That the reverse is the case, is proved in the
following pages. No one can deny that she is growing in know-
ledge; it iz equally troe that she is growing in wealth. At the
game time, 1t is admitted that millions, aa before, are on the verge
of starvation, and that the food supply must be inereased to meet
the wants of the country.

The interests of Natives and Europeans are identical. Both
should work heartily together to promote the prosperity of India,
and may the great * Governor among the pations” crown their
efforts with saocess !

Muoras, January 15th, 1856,
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INDIA'S NEEDS.

INTRODUCTION.

Tur Dirrcorry oF Goveewmys Inpia,

India contains one-sixth of the earth’s population—double the
number that ever acknowledged the sway c-F Imperial Bome, They
are bone of our bone ; flesh of cur flesh; toiling, struggling, faint-
ing like ourselves in the battle of life. Wave after wave of inva-
sion has swept over their country ; they have been crushed under
the heel of the oppressor ; sometimes the beaven that ia over them
ia aa brass, and the earth under them as iron, and millions lie
down to die. '

The diffionlties connected with the government of Indim are in
proportion to the needs of its people. Addressing an English
andience, Lord Churchill justly said i—

# Your rule in India is, us it were, & sheot of oil spread over the sar-
face, and keeping calm and quiet and znroffled by storms an immenss
and profound ocesn of humanity. Undernesth your rule are surging up
the moemories of good dynasties, all the fanaticiem of rival oreeds, nlfthn
baffled sepirations of many natiovalities, and it is your most difficult
task to give peace, individeal seourity, and general prosperity to 250
millions of people who are affecied by these powerfal forces, to bind
them and weld them by the inflnencs of your Imowledge, your laws, yonr
higher ”ﬂi?'i.li.ﬂ.ti.on. and iz the process of time into one great united
people. :

Lord Dufferin, in his Belfast spesch, thus pointed out the arduous
duties he was about to undertake :— '

" The Government of India ia nob urnlm&barious task ; it is one pre-
mﬁnqrgmblema of the very greatest t aod intricasy from dey to
day. & mosk complex gnestions ave submitted to the sttention of the
Execative, which, from their very nature, are incapable of an sltogether
satisfactory solation, and in regard to which the choloe lies, not botween
the mbeclulely good and the absolutely bad, but is dependent upon such
a delicate comparison of sdvautage and disadvantage zpon either #ide as
ta render it very difficnlt for even those who have every opportanity of
sequainting themselves with the elements of the cass to discriminate
between them. Oat of these circumstances must arise a vast amount of
intelligent and conscientions eriticiem, snd while on the one hand it can
scarcely bs expected that he who is ultimately responsible for what



2 INTRODUCTION.

happens will be invariably in the right, it is certain that he will fre-
quently sppear fo many intelligent observers to be altogether in the
wrong. Hence it muet inevitably follow that very conflicting estimates
will formed of the sugeess with whiph the Governor-General of the
day is conduoting the ardkons administration p¥er whioh he presides.”

He calls attention to & point whick is often forgotten :—

“ Above ali, let me remind that when desling with such vaat
subjecta as those which ou:mp{ the atatesman of Caleutts when h&nﬁliug
$he tremendons foroes which are evolved out pf the complicated an
multitadinons political sysbérne which exist within the borders of the
Indian peninsula, when endeavouring to mould by slow and cautious
efforts the most wnoient, tke mowd ovntimeons, abd ile most artificially
organised civilisation to be found on the face of the earth into forma
that shell eventoally barmenize more and more with those conceptions
which the progrews of deience and the resnlt of experiénce have shown
to be conidacive to human happinesy, the resalt of the ruler's exertiona
and the flower of his achievementa dre sekdom bible st the moment,
bat far more freguently bring forth sheir frujt after those that
illed tha Geld and so the aeed have restpd from their anreecgnized
and somstimes deprecisted Jabogrs.” ; : ' ;

While Governments have their faclts, they are often subjected
to much ignorant and wnjest-eritidiém. ™ In every alebouse in Eng-
Jand *“village politicisns,”’ muddled with beer, may be heard ab
times dencuncing the folly and wichedress. of Br statesmen,
Everywhers, sons are apt to consider themaselves wiser than their
fathers. The same self-ponceit leads young men, fresh from school,
“to auppose that they could govern a country better than its actusl
rulers. More than two thonsand yeara ago, (Haukon, a Greek, nob
twenty years of sge, thonght he could improve the sdministration
bf the Athenian chlic, Hig friends tried i vain, by means of
ridictle, to dissuade him from addressing the people. At last
Bocrates took him in hand. He acked Mim question after question
about things necessary to be known by all who wonld govern a
eountry, which the young man conld not answer, . The moral drawn
wad, * What & dsngerous t-hirri it is to meddle, 'either in word or
im act, with what one dees not know.” i :

To rale well even s single household reqtrires much wisdom, It
it ]pmrerh that things ocvselonally go wrong even in the besd
regulated families. To govern a single hation i3 no ensy task:
The difficulty is vastly incressed when, ss in India, an empire con-
tains many natious, epesking different languages, and professing
different religions. Every senzible man will make allowances for
the circomstances of the cese, instead of cavilling and attacking
Government for every imaginary error. .

It muet be admibted that there is much in British rale which the
peeple eannot nnderstand and must even dislike. The Hindu is
intensely consérvative; he wishes to follow the customs of his




