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THE HOME FLORIST.

INTRODUCTION.

HE coltivetion of plants for the sake of their beautifol or fragrant fowers, and for other
pleasingr attmctions, has frorn the earliest ages meceived attention whersver civilization
Tas wade considerable progress.  Floricalture, however, is an art which s strikingly sus-
ceptible to influences of climare, saf), heat, cold and other condidons, and notwithstandimg
its aotiguty, uniform awl wniversl progressioe his Desn impeded by reason of this fact,
Any experience and knowledpe derived from the atamment of a certain degree of perfection
in (he art, during one age or in one country, when applied b0 ancther, is practically nscful
only to the extent in which it finds a state of adaptability in the other. Io our ows
coantry 1he caltivation of plants and flowers has only of Jate years reccived much attention,
while from the frst it Dhas Teen realized that a cowne of florcullare distingt from any
practiced in foreign countries, would be a neecssiy, and after years of practical schocling,
we may claim to have adopted a syatem which in the fullest seme is American. It has
been within the last dozgn ryears, that 3 groem]l maenifestation of iotecest in foricalture,
by the masscs of people has been apparcot, and from o pereeplible awakeniog carly in
this time, there has becn a continval and rapid increase, woti] the present time, which finds
nearly everybody devoling moré o less alléntion to ther cullire,

What is felt to be the greatest need of the day is the moere general dissomination of
practical, wseful knowledge, for acquainting people with the kinds of plants and fAlowers most
suitable for the American cultivator, and also their coltwre, ol adepled to the wants of
incxperienced amateurs, It is with a realisation of this need, that the awthor and publishers
of the present little work, take pleasure in presenting it to the public, as a hook of instroc-
lions, relative to the proper means of managing plants for the adormmant of Amerdcan homes.
It is designed to aid all classes of cultivators, but especially those who aspire to the rearing
of a higher and choicer onrler of plants and flowers than ave eommon in pethaps the
wajority of bomes where Aordcalture has been recelving sttention, aiming to camy those
who adopt “its teachings, over obstacles which teod to cause failure and discouragement,
and to promote an interest im every plant, balh, seed or tuber whose culture is attempied,

A good indication of progression in Armerian amateur foricullare is evinced in the fact
that people of floricultural taste are learning to act upon the knowltdge that more than seeds
alone, or bulbs, or plants, are required for henutifying pardens and homes with flpwers ; that
in the best kept gardens, ace used judiclons selections of some of each, with most gratifying
results.  No matter, scarcely, to how limited an extent the culture of plauts and fowers iy
mg::.g!.d in, it can be more advantageonsly done, and becomes more interesting, hy incloding
im the stock cultivated, perennial greenhouse and hanly plants, bulbs, and tubers, anoua) and bi-
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ennial seed-grown planis—than by limiting the stock o varieties of any one class, Where the
stock winst be purchased from the florist and seedsmen, this rule will hold geod, with most any
amount to be invested, no matter bow small. I have seen gandens where none bat annoals and
other seed-grown plants were employed, which were heavtiful and pleasing during the entire
summer season; and I always advise persons who expend but Little for fore]l decorations to
depend largely on these for theie fowers.  But where richness of color, exquisite fragvance, and
strong contrasts in foliage, are sought, some plants (hat are propagated and sold frewm green-
houses, and also bulbs, cte., are unepproachebly effective.  Planting even a wery few Scarlet
Guerahinng, Jantanas, (}Fadit;lus, Heliotropes, Hyacintha and other hardy bulhs, monthly
Roscs, and others, add to the grownds a brillinacy of coler, sod afford abandant daily bloom,
from early in the spring, !.mlii October, and with many, even in November, which find no equal
in seed-grown things., It s also next to inpossible o picely slock & hanging hashet, vase or
window bow without the use of greenhouse plants.

New ix:gi.un-&r* Al Mower grawing ave apt, soametimes, to have over-ambitions ideas in regard
to selecting stock for their first atiempts; they invest lamgely inoall hinds of slock found in the
eatalogues of their supplicrs, only to regoet the injudicions step when the time of planting and
caltivation comes. 1 ndvise those moking first selections Lo begin by selecting varieries that are
easily grown, gin all the information possible relative to the treatment they require, not owers
looking (he important matlees of 26il, thne of sowing, planting, ete., awl then give them
the very best altention, A dozen choice plants, besides the prodoction from half a dozen pack-
ets of flower seeds, well cared for will give wne pend enjnyment ta the celiivatar than a hun-
dred plants and other stock left in & neplected eoadition Lo take eare of themselves, The most
careful new besloner is likely to meet with little diffoulties and drawhacke, which, hy unpropi-
tious weather, or other canses, are o Le expecled will atterd Horlewltarn] operations, In
these the young florist who hes a love for the work and fts froits sheuld find no cause for being
discouraged. The most skilled fAorist has always something to learn ; and no mistahe will be
made hot you will Re wiser for it, snd the better prepored for {wlure smergencien.  Suoe-
Gess, pained at the expense of slight faileres and Inconvenicoees, will be enjoyed the more for
them afterwnrds.  After each succeeding scasen's expericnce yoo will sce the safety of stnking

" out more boldly in paurchases and plans, amt each year will place you higher up that scale to
perfection which every ewliivator of Nowers tapires to. K A L
Burraio, N. Y., Dcmbm,' 1874

DO FLANTS POISON TIIE AIR WE BREATHE,—There is a notion prevalent that the
entce of growing plants in the sleeping or living room is detrimental to a healthy atmosphers
y thelr giving out poisonons carbonic acid gaz in the ight time,  The investigations of chem-
ists demonstrale that growing plants do exlmle an almost imperceptible quantity of carbonic acid
g‘;!. wﬁlc!l, 0 VeTF SI'IISJ-'. pr'np-:'rtinna 15 necessary in the air we breathe. They alan show that
e qu.anut{ exhalod at night is hat the one-sixtesatl part of what the same plants eéreré from
the atmosphere during the day, and convert inio wearly its own weight of oxygen, thes render-
ingd poisonons gme, that derives its origin from varions souress, into one of the principal cle-
ments ul'd?ure air,

IT earbonle acid gas is emitted from plants in dangerous quantities, it certainly would eaist
Targely in the night atmosphere of a close greenhouse heated to a tropical temperaturs, and
crowded fram floor to rafter with rank v tiom. ¥et, in wmy experience, [ have never
known the slightest ill efects to be renlized from night work in gresnhouses, naither in cases that
have frequently oconeved of workmen making the warm greenhonses their slesping quarters of
a night, and even for an entire winter, which, to my satisfaction, affords practical proof that the
notion is » fallacy ; and the fact that perhaps oo healthier class of men can be found than green-
house operators, who work constantly in an atmosphere where plants are growing, would prove,
instead, that living plants exert a beneficial influence upon the atr we breathe.
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NOTES ON LANDSCAPE GARDENING ADAPTED
TO COMMON PRACTICE.

As being somewhat distinet from luying out omamental grounds, parks, ete., aof large extent,
the present anicle is devoted to that more limited branch of ruml adornment, in which the
majority of people outside of crowded districts in large ¢ities are interested, namely @ the
beautifying and improving of grounds of moderate extent, which lay adjacent to dwellings—the

lenning of which usually devolves uwpon the owner or occupants DE’II‘!E Mace, That o marked
E\:gr:: of incongmity and dulloess is obwervable in the surmoundings of the majority of Ameri-
cant homes, canbot be denied, but this atises far oflenee from lack of sound and useful informa-
tion, ignorance of ¢orrect principles, and thraugh not fully realizing the importance of tharoughly
executing work of this natore, than from want of appreciation of what is lasteful and clegant in
ornamental gardening, in the minds of the prople.

What is Desirable in @ Placs. —To be most delihtful, a plact of vesidence should
he surrotinded with gronod of sufficient arga to devole Lo ofmamentsl purposes of lawa, fower
beds, walks and drives, and for adwitting the plansing of shrublery, trees, etes, in s
or simgly. The area need oot be very autensive to allow of thix, amd be rend very
artractive and pleasant, pravided the varions parts are arranged in good twste, and all operations
which contribute to their improvemcnt and ‘after carc are thoroughly performed.  In ail cuses
of improving grounds the house shoald be consilered as the ehief featare with which we have

~to deal, and the chief point of vision in s place.  When the iwase is already standing, and the

grounds have heen mmproved in s mgaswre. perhaps, it wiy T desimble to intreduce some new

vements ar to remave ar alber any Featyras; which it iz shown ece oljectionalle 3 while

with bomes still in contemplation, we have the advantage of being gble o arcage the vancus

features at will, giving to each ample stody and forethought, end finally decidiog vpen such a
plan as combinzs the greatest mumber of excellencies, E

Firgeness of extent is-desicable in ornamentsl groends, bat the fact that evervthing
connected with constructivg and madntaining fhew reguires considemble labor and expense,
should never be Jost sight of,  In every instance it wouhl be better w ddegide upon & Tetraction
of ares, than ra attemapt work oo a large seale with too siall i ontlay,  Surroundings cotsist-
iz of a fourth of an acro of land, improved in the maat perfect manner, will be infinitely more
satistnctory and enjoyable to the owner than a half or whetle acve, with the same amoune of
Tahar and expense bestowed apon their improvement.  There i5 sech a thing, too, a5 = FIL
the &[!peamnpurmuf extent, in applacc. be itp{;};e or small, and ke would hcgw:ll for alll'l-ptrr:csluﬁg
the sahject who are interested in this matter, A panlen—no matter what its size may be. will
always look meapgre in breadth withont o good open buwn, and one broad plade of g 26 Jeast
should, therefore, stroteh from the best windows of the house 10 within a short distance of the
boundary, at the farthest point, if the place be small, with as little interruption from walks,
trews or vlher objects as passible.  ITarmoany of parts and simplicity of arrangement also main-
tain the ilea of size, for where everything is linked together to form s enited whole, there will
be nooe of that division of Wpterest which tends 1o make a place appear still smaller. A place
that is Iaid et s a4 Gernal manner—in the mmomefvical style  where all walks, Nower bheds and
plantings are arranped with ¢ degrec of yegularity, in which che varioos lines and paris bear a
grometric relation to cach other, will, unless very cxtonsive, alwaya lock amaller than it really
is, aod ¥ETy much less than one treated in a more rregular and nateral way.  Where the space
will at all justify it, the walks, shruhs, flower beds, ete., should be so disposed of as to afford as
mapy diferent views as possible,  Walks, in which graceful and easy curves sre introduced, wre
more plensing than i tade entirely stmight, especially in swndl places, as steuight walls or any
straight lines require length to show them to ardvantage,

Trees and shrubs should he Jocared maostly in groups at variows points ahout the grounds—
making the plantings heovier next the boandary fencos—in prefercnce to the style of planting
in steaight lines, parallel with the waltks. The projections, made by curves in the walks aml the
points formed by engles, are suitable o acoommodating groaps, and these may exteml back from
the walk sumewhat, but the inoet points should be Bmited to such s distance as will keep the center
of the grass plat open. It will Le atlowable, howeser, even in g smudl place, to plant here and
there a small jrregular group, or a single teee or shrub, which i notable for its fine form and
appearance, while in large plans, with extended areas in lawn, lalEe groups may be sel with
& view to breaking the distance aod opening new scenca or parts in the prounds,

Flower beds are most effective if luca.lrﬁ in outward bends, formed by walks, or in chaste,
well-lalanced dr&i}g! acruss the walk and opposite s bay or other window of the dwelling, ar
arranged, either ag borders or else as numernus small beds, of rouwnd or other forms, on each side
of ks, or at distank prints across the lawn, to be viewel feom the dwelling or street, and in
other similar places. Someétimes an excellent effect is created by making them in the line of
the walk, with the walk passing on each stde, as shown in Fig. |.1.

Where there is an opportunity of connecting a lawn with o closely fed meadow or pasture
Jot, which is almost on the samo level, separating the two by menns of o wire fence or 2 sunk



