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PREFACE

1

MILE 1 was gathering together the
strange and abinost inconceivable ma-
terials which go to make this bool, 1
was conscious of so many and such diverse emo-
tions that the point of view [rom which it should
be written changed with every fresh turn in my
journey of discovery, and perplexed me increas-

ingly with the multitude of its aspects.
But now that I sit down actually to write what
I have learned, now that 1 set out to play show-
man, dramatist, or author to the little group of
human beings with whom I have been compan-
ioned for the past few weeles, there s in iy mind
one uppermost feeling, one central and dominat-
ing sensation of the emotions, and this is a feel-
ing of astonishment that all the terrible tragedy,
all the infinite pathos, all the amazing psychology,
all the agony and bitter suffering, all the depth
and profundity of spiritual experience with which
I have to deal, all of it, was discovered in a single

quarter of London,
Here in this little hook, which tells the story of
0



