OSTENTATION AND
LIBERALITY. A TALE. IN
TWO YOLUMES, VOL. I



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649205837

Ostentation and liberality. A tale. In two volumes, Vol. IT by Arabella Argus

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ARABELLA ARGUS

OSTENTATION AND
LIBERALITY. A TALE. IN
TWO YOLUMES, VOL. I

ﬁTrieste






OSTENTATION axp LIBERALITY.

A TALE.

IN TWO YVOLUMES.
e

By ALABELLA ARGUS,
Authur of W Thy Jurenile Sprefafer o 0 The Advenlurcd
= of @ Douiey,”™ §v,
S e el e

Theare I6 s Vinlie mae o Lldden e,
Tolpey asleemy, agd Egry to e,
Dipeliems of Diopmmatre Fa P

VOL. 1L

LONDON;:

WILLIAM DARTON, 35, HOLAODRES INLL.

C—

{0 B






OSTENTATION axp LIBERALITY.

A TALE.

[ —

Miss Cornvinne wasunfortunate ; Mrs,
Wilton received the proposal with mark-
ed coldness; was excessively displeased
that her daoghter should have appointed
a comparative stranger to interfere in
her arrangements ; and concluded by de-
claring the girl was the most altered
creatare 1o the world, or she never could
have exposed her to such a solicitation.
Wounded as Miss Colville was by the
language and hawlear of Mrs, Wilton,
she did not suffer herself to be influ-
enced by them to forget what she consi-
dered her duty. "1 agree with you,
ma'am,” said she ; * Miss Wilton's spi-
rits, and L might add her dispositions,
must have andergone a very considera-
Lle change before T could be called upon
ne
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to address you lo ber name. It is this
very chanoe that induces me to spiak
unreservedly, Sofaras fam enncorned,
it cannot be bebeced [ am auxious for
Aliss Wilton's I't:ulllinhlg i A Austen's
faouily ; but 1 am fully persuaded such
a request couwld never buve come from
your danghter, had she eajnyesd the health,
and expectations urue] at herage,  She
is Hl—very L Ii'j,nu, & am, are not
prepaved to hear this, you may condenn
my &.nl:'tnly, but T siand acquitted to
niysetl”

Leaving Mrs, Wilton, the governess
completed ber embassy h}r a»:.p::mmw to
Mr. Aupsten, She Jmpmted all that bad
passed botween has visitars and Lherself,

Mr. Austen, with the anxiety of a
parent, entercd into the views ot Caro-
line ; and, thovch really alarmed for tho
health of his young relation, he ghadly
teok comiort in that dawntog of humi-
livy, which had led her to confide in one
she had zo recemtly appeared to over-
lonk.

‘] sce a great aleal of promise in
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this,” said be; ! poor Caroline ! I wish
we had you to ourselves for a few
momths,”  Lle looked at Miss Colville
with some curiosity.

“ I almost wish such a thing could be,
sir,” sakd Mliss Colville : " anforia-
nately, Miss Wilton made her appeal
through an unaccredited channel. 1
cannot regret having complied with her
reqaest, though I may deplore the mis-
taken leelings of the parly to whom [
addressed mysell,”

“DMistaken feelings 1" echoed M,
Austen. Unhappy woman! she is, she
fas jony been at war with hersell,  Alas !
madat, no woman feels more acutely
than Mrs. Wilton all the inutility of
her plans as a mother.  Like all those
persons who mistake ostentation for /i .
berality, she blindly inugined that hav-
ing dented her davghters noue of the
advantages that money could procure,
she had done all that was necessary.
Her error pow stands confest! Bt
poor Carolive '—1 must talk with Mrs.
Willon.”  Mr. Auvsten proceeded to the

B3
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library, purposing to depote Marun as
his messenzer to her mother. ]fer&.,
however, he found Mrs, Wilton in a
state of mind pearly allied to madness.
Two or three notes, addressed 1o physi-
cians of eminence, only wanted scaling.
With eyes swoln, aud a manner 1hat
sufficiently lmlnwerl heranguish, she be-
sought Mr. Austen not to " confirm the
eruel doubis of that horrible Miss ( {:rl-
ville. ** Inever can forgive that woman, ™
she added ; *1 am convinved she has
alarmed the dear child, or she wounld not
bave !'ri[:,hIEnEil me as she did a few mi-
nites sinee,’

“OF whom are you speaking ? who
has alarmed you unnecessarily " in-
guired Mr. Austen.

“Then you have not heard,” said
Mrs, Wiltan, “that Caroline in one
of her low iy, begzed this 3liss Col-
ville to hint to me her dislike to our
intendesd excursions Not content with
doinz as she was required, this offi-
ciou: lady must suggest o me the very
great weakmess and debility of my daugh-
ter,  You know my susceptibility 1 ne
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sooner bad this harbinger of 1l retired,
than I hestened to Caroline, and im-
plored her to describe ull she felr. T am
afraid my feehings led me too far; the
dear cluld canght the infection ; and for
the first time declared berself unequal
to the proposed journey : but, with ber
ususl hiberaliéy, would pot hear of Ma-
rinn's being disappointed. OF course [
have not made up my mind upon this
paint; but I have written ta Dr P, Dr.
K. and D, W, 1 will not loze a mo-
ment ; so stm'll hove nothing to repronch
myself for #’

“If you except the alurm you may
give Caroline, by allowing her to see
your fears in the precautions you ars
adopting,™ observed Mr. Austen.

1 am the most unfortunate woman
i existence,” said Mrs, Wilton ; ** what
am I todo? will you direct me "

“I will assist you with my whole
heart,” replied Mr, Auvsten; ** for, be-
lieve me, I am deeply intercsted in the
health of your child, which I regret tn:r
peETCeive 12 5o dellcﬂte. These notes, "



