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INTRODUCTION.

Man has been formed for ectivity ; and if he
is renewed in his mind he will be an active
Christian. The whole of his religious activity
is commonly called holy HKeing; and he who
does not exert the faculties of his mind in con-
formity with the moral law, cannot be the pub-
ject of epiritoal life.

- Lord, what wilt thou lmrumhdﬁ'l'“nn
inquiry which arises from the heart of every con-
verted sinner ; to which the answer has beem .
given in numerous ways, that we should do good
unto all men as we have opportanity, and espe-
cially to the household of faith. No one should
regard himself as a Christian, or as a sincere fol-
lower of the Lord Jeaus, who is not actively en-
gpuged in doing his will. If a man loves Christ
he will keep his commandments ; and if any man
loves him noi he is accursed,

It is clearly shown, in the following work, that
the foregoing statements are troe; and that the
great businese of every Christian, while dwelling
upon earth, should be, to glorify God, by promo-
ting the conversion of sinners and the edification
of saints, The auvthor inculcates the important
doctrines, that in every case the mew birth re-
sults from the gracious influences of the Holy
Spirit of God ; who moves the persons employ-
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ing the appointed means of converting sinners,

no less than the minds pf sinners converted : that

the new birth is & great and necessary moral

ohangh, in whith the sbul commences a never

ending courde ‘of holy activity : and that those

who habeor, agreeably to the divine will, for the

converdsion:of ainners, mady confidently expecta

large shave of success. *“Seme exeriions will

fail .and eny exzertion may fuil; bot alf will not

fail.” * We shall have many failures, bat more

succeszes; we shall behold oo many spots of
huremm but we shull see a general fertility ;

much seed will perish, and many gresn care be
blighted, but those who sow shall resp; snd he
who hath gone forth weepiog, I:n-unn; precions
btod, shall doubtless relurn aguin repicing,

bringing his sheaves with him. On the whole,
therefore, the suocess attending laboors for Ged

will oot only be satisfactory, but abundant. k
12 too little hurthtitwﬂlhanmghlulm-
pense the expenditure ; s will bs sufficient to in-
spire a grateful and nfminlrhgr foyy like the joy
of harvest.” .

The writer of this ntmduﬁhnn would not be-
come answerabde for every expression which Mr.
Hinton bes used ; mop dots he profess agree.
ment with him io every shade of thonght ; yet
he cannot tefrain from recommending “ The
Aetive Chrmtian” to all who would welt consider
the talenis for usefulness which have been given



INTRODUCTION. £ ¥

them, unpn:mu: those talemts, and employ them
" effectually in saving their fellow man. The
style of the author ie simple; his thoughts are
clear, and every page of his LecTuvres may please
and profit the candid reader.

Bome will doubtless sccuse the author of at-
tributing too much to human mesns, and will re-
present him as ** a new light divine™ in the Bap-
tist Church in old England ; buot he onght to be
regarded as more Calvinistic and scgjgtaral in
his sentiments than most of the persons who will
accuse him. When Pauol apologizea for having
spoken of * saving some,” and of having ** be-
gotten” men " through the truth;"” and when
Paul and Peter are convicted of heresy for not
explicitly referring to the agency of the Spirit in
every instance in which they speak of one per-
son’'s converling and saving another, then we
shall be disposed to censure our anthor as an
Arminian. That he does not teach the efficiency
of God in doing those aclions for men which the
Suviour saye proceed out of their own hearts,
and beyond which we need not look for » cause,
we joyfolly proeluim. Of a physical regepera-
ticn, and of moral agency by machinery, he is
not an advocate.

EZRA BTILES ELY.

- Philadelphia, April 4th, 1833,
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