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PREFACE.

= E find in ancient story wonders many told,”

sre the opening words of Germany’s national
epic poem of the days of chivalry, the Nibelungen
Lay: thus indicating from the ountset the somrces
whenee are derived the life-like characters, the joy-
ances and high-tides, the weeping and the woe, de-
picted in its charmed pages, the purport and sig-
nificance of which it is the ambition of the writer
of this volume to reveal to American Iovers of
romance and chivaley. The class of feadera which
have been reached by Eoglish translations of the ven-
erable lay has been small. The scholur prefers seek-
ing the original, where, having penetrated the oumter
crogting of the period when it was written, he can
hest hold communion with ita spirit, which, in every
true work of art, belongs to all periods. The general
reader is apt to be repelled by & literal translation
of stories of the oldem time, which, however admi-
rable, being but a forced transplanting of past modes
of expression, often renders the spirit diffienlt of access
while striving strictly to imitate the letier.
Longing to awsken with loving hand long rever-
berating echocs from the mystic land of mist, which

is the liferal significance of the Nibelungen land, fo
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1 FREFACE.

conjore up for popular ken the champions bold and
ladies fair of the old lay, with the motives prompting,
the influences surrounding and pervading them, we
have retold its tale in eimple English pross, in style,
g0 far a8 possible, adapted to the mode of thought and
expression of our day and country; and while holding
with strict seeuracy to the incidents, and, so far as
we oursclves have grasped it, to the spirit of the
original, we have simply attempied to follow its lan-
guage in conversstiops, and in these only so far as
modern prose wonld admit. The text used has been
mainly that of Earl Simrock, who has heen ocenpied
with the punblication of the Nibelungen Lay for up-
ward of half & gentury,

(treat care has been fakem to remder the explana-
tory and euggestive remarks correct and comprehen-
gible; but the subject ia too rich, varied and many-
gided to be exhansted here. The special object of this
volame is to intercst readers in eecking further ac-
quaintsnce with its materialz in the sources indicated ;
and if we smcceed in this our cherighed object, if we
become the means of guiding thonghiful minds to the
study of the Nibelungen Lay in the original, together
with all its relsted myths and sagas, in their various
presentations, our labor will not have been in vain.

September 23, 1877.
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