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PREFACE.

Tae subject of this manoal may seem to remove it
somewhat frown the ordinary text-books used in Sunday-
schocls. Lis sim is not, however, remete from the pur-
pose of the Sunday-school, if such purpose is to help form
troe and useful lives ; for the spirit and the ethicsl prinei-
ples of religion ought to be made to apply especially to the
golution of social and political yuestions. These questions
are among the groatest which onr age has to meet. Every
young person shomld, therefore, be trained to an earnest
consideration of their natnre and importance.

This manual ia not desighed merely for Sunday-schools.
The Author hopes that its nnaectarian character may make
it of nse also in secular schools, in which some instrue-
tion iz felt to be necessary to Ot our students for the
duoties of citizenship. '

The Questions are infended not ooly to ellcit snswers
to the text, bat also to suggest further stady of the sub-
jecta, which the text has necessarily to treat very briefly.
It will be cbserved that the only questions which admit
the answer Yes, or Mo, are framed to induce discussion

~ and to suggest forther questions,
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It is impossible to present a thorough set of references
to cover the important subjecte npon which this manual «
touches. The wuggestion of a few names will readily
serve &9 8 clew to guide one to the right shelves, as it
were, 1o the Hbrary of authoritics. The Intent of the
manual, it must not be forgotten, i not only to set
the young to reading, Lut, if possible, to thinking and
acting.

Besides books upon the genersl subject of Political Eeon-
omy, — a8, for example, Walker's ¢ Political Economy,”—
teachers and the wore mature scholars will find it for their
interest to read the ** Econemic Tracts * published in New
York by the “ Bociety for Politieal Education ;" Nord-
hof's ** Politice for Young Amcricans;™ and perhape
Lecky's * History of European Morals” A little book
by Richard T. Ely, entiiled * French and German Social-
ism in Modern Times,” will belp answer various questions
saggested in Chapter IX. of this manual. The * Journsals
of Bogial Scvience” published by the American Associa-
tion, and the ** Heporta of the Conference of Charities and
Correction,’ are full of interesting papers in regard fo the
vare of the poor and ihe treatment of eriime. Mre. Fleld's
* How to help the IPoor™ is brief, readable, and exeel-
lent. In the same gonnection, Professor Sumner’s littla
book, ** What Social Clagees owe each Other,” and ** How
the Foor live,” by George R. Bime, aro worth reading, to
supplement each other,

A+ History of Crime in England ™ is very interesting,
in case one wisbes to be essured of the progress already
madae in the repression of erime. Brand's little text-bool,
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¢ Lessonsz on the Human Body,” treats in brief and simple
form of the effect of aleoholic drinks upen the health and
character.

With reapect to the topies treated in Part IV, of the
manual, Wheaton's large work on ** Juternational Law™
is atill the authovity ; aod any one familiar with it will
be able to eorich the necessarily meagre sugpestions of
the manual with ample facts, illustrations, and furthex
queations.

The ** Cenena Reports,” ¢ Whittaker's Almanae,” and
the Encyclopedias, will uwaturally furnish mest of the
facts and stetistice tequired. Tha pupil's acquaintance
with the Bible will be in constant demand for the history
and fllustration of the sobjects discussed, and for the most
inepiring stetements of the prioeiplee whirh determine
them.

The Author wishes specially to ackpowledge the kind
and thovghiful assistance of the Rev. H. G. Spaclding
in the revision of the proof.
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