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PREFACE.

TrE following course of instroction in Eng-
lish was prepared solely for use in the school of
which the author is principal. The solicitation
of fellow-workers in Ohicago who have watched
ite Eugecess i the reason for publishing it in its
present form.

The plan has already many friends, and the
number i8 rapidly increasing as teachers eee its
practical working in the school-room.

There i3 no denying the fact that, when
judged by results, the usually adopted methods of
teaching the correct uvse of the English language
are g sad failore.

This arises partly from faulty methods and
partly from the lack of direct and asystemativ
instruction during the first years of school life.
Indeed, it is not too much 6o say that, in the
majority of our public schools, during the frst
three or four years’ attendance, children receive
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no instruclion whatever in the nse of English ex-
cepting that which iz incidenthl to other studies,

These, the most impressible years of life, are
especially adapted to this instruction, because of
the interest that may be aromsed and the per-
manence of the habits of speech then formed.

S0 far as the common use of langmge is
concerned, correct habits of speech will never be
formed by the study of English grammar.

One of the most common charges brought
against the public schools by the journals is that
pupils leave the prammar schools without being
able to write a respectable letter, and with no
knowledge of the most common business forms,
Unfortunately, na regards the great majority of
gchools, the charge is true, and it i3 just as true
that such results are unnecessary,

The tescher who attempte the fellowing plan
without understanding the whole scope and in-
tent of if, at lesst from the beginning of the
book to the end of her own grade, and who does
not make daily preparation for the lesson to be
presented, can have only partial success—or fail-
ure. The plan proposed iz meant to be sug-
gestive, but the teacher is expected to prepare
and arrange her own lessons,

What is wanted with little children is pracfice
'ud not reasons, This can not be too etrongly
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impressed, Henoe, in early langnage-lessons omit
the “why" altogether, The frequent repetition
of this thought in the succeeding pages, is due
to the strength of the author's belief in it, and
his wish to impress it upon young teachers,

A large majority of all ungrammatical ex-
pressions may be grouped under & limited num-
ber of topica. It i3 believed that these topics
may be successfully presented to children in pri-
mary grades. This is the "special object of this
course of study.

The arrangement of every topic presented and
every suggestion connected therewith has beem

thoroughly teeted in the school-room.
Dovgras Bomoor, CEIcago, Sepdember 1, 1832,
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INSTRUCTION IN ENGLISH.

GENERAL EEMAREKS.

In giving langnage-lessoms to little children,
the prime object should be to lead the'children to
talk frecly about the objects and incidents that
come within their observation, and through means
of this freedom to lead them to use correct forms
of speech. If a thonght is correctly expressed in
oral language, it will be in written, provided the
child can apell t:nrre-ct'lj'. Henee the prime im-
portance of what is g0 greatly neglected—{feaching
children fo falk correctly.,

To be sure, there are many ontside influences,

- especially the prac‘tic-a.u of the home, that will op-
erate against the success of the teacher. But it
must be remembered that, while in recitation, the
mind of the child is on the alert for impressions,
and that the word of the snccesaful teacher is “law
and gospel ¥ to the lemrmer. Hence an hour a day
spent on this subject by an earnest teacher will
largely, if not entirely, overcome the influences
rederred to.



