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PREFACE,

In giving to the world these desultory sketches
ol Southern life and Southern institutions, it has
been my object throughout 10 exhibit Trush dressed
it her native beauty, and to cxpose the false déesse
whenever any attempt haz been made to set her off
in attractive colours, A single glance at the 1able
of contents, however, will convince the reader that
delineation of character and the exhibition of man-
ners have not been my only object, It appeared
to me, that it might be advantageous to connect oe-
casional criticisms on art and iiterature with some
résearches caleulated to win & smile of approbation
even from those of a purely scholastic or sciemtifie
tirn of mind, The meteors that constantly danced
before me during my travels have naturally led me
on both rapidly and irrezolarly.  BSull, I am not
without hope that these very digressions from the
beaten course of narrative, and the erratie nature of
the work altogether, may prove its chief recommend-
ation and most lasting aveaction, That these vol-
umes might be conducive, not only to the amuse-
ment, but to the instruction of my readers, has been
my great ambition ; that I have not succeeded to
the [ull extent of my withes to keep myzelf out of
sight, is to me a matter of extreme regret. The
novelty of the plan of my work would have render-
ed any other course impracticable.



iv IPREFACE.

It is hardly necessary to vemark, that T elone am
responsible lor every opinion or sentiment that I
may have thought proper to express in the course
of my strictures on the social condition of different
sections of country, In one or two instances my
publishers have endeavoured to persuade me to
adopt certain modifications suggested by them-
selves, but, with all due deference to their judgment
and experience, | have deemed it expedient to re-
tain the original spirit of my remarke.  If the evils
I complain of in my paraliel between the social
system of the South and that of the North really ex-
ist, no term of denuncintion can be too bitter, no
shaft of ridicule too keenly pointed, for their expo-
gure ; if, on the coutrary, circumstances, or obli-
quity of ebservation, have betrayed me into mis-
takes, it would be a greet stretch of human perver.
sity to hold the publisher accountable for an author’s
eritical transgressions, If I have written without
fear, I have also written with eandour. No private
grievance nor accrbity of feeling could ever have
induced me to make statements which I did not
believe 10 be strictly correct. If I know myself
well, I think I have an eye and a heart for good-
ness and beauty wherever I can find them. Upon
this prineiple, it will frequently be found, that where
I have spoken disparagingly of men known to be
my personal friends, I have not hesitated to exalt
and bepraise individonals whom I knew to be my
bitterest encmies. The appearance of talent and
of virtee has invariably been grﬁﬂted by me with
enthusiastie recognition,



PREFACE. v

Those who regard the eareer of an setor as in-
compaltible with serious eontemplation—who deny
even to the nblest expounders of the dramatist’s
text everything that is elevated in feeling or enno-
bling in pursuit, will no doubt think it strange that
a man engaged in a theatrical tour should have
passed his leisure howrs i studies and investiga-
tions which are generally supposed to be foreign to
hiz calling, and wseless in s peenliar sphere of ac-
tion. I shall not attempt to combat prejudices so
ridiculously formed, O the vselulness of the dra-
matic profession [ have spolen elzewhere. The
rambling dissertations which ocenr thronghout these
volumes on subjeets so remote from a tourist’s nsaal
range of ohservation, are intended as a faithful trans
seript of the oceupations of o man to whom socicty
is nothing—ithe world of thought and the world of
books everything, With the exeeption of one or
two trilles which have before appeared in print,
the casual remark, as well ag the laboared eriti-
cism, arc set down in the exact order in which they
were conceived.  If I have been so fortunate as to
effect a breach in the strongheld of prejudice, 1
shall consider mysell nol allogether unrewarded for
my pains. I 1 have suceeeded in my well-inten-
tioned task of inducing more liberal opinions and
enlightened views, my labour will not have been in
Yaln.

et York, June 2004, 1842,
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