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THE FIFTH MORNING.
THE BTRAIT GATE.

[1 have revised the text of this edition with care ; kolding it
one of the mosi important minor letters T have written, in its
aphoriams of principle with reapect to education, Some valu-
able cheervations and corroctions, made for me by Mr, G
Collingwoed, ot Flovence, this year, are eubjoined in the notes
at the bottom of the pages.—J], RUeKIN. Luess, Ooteber 1208,
1882, |

AS you return this morning to Bt. Mary’s, you

may as weil observe—the matter before ua
being concerning gates,—that the westsrn fagade
of the church is of two periods. Yomr Murray
refera it all to the latest of these,—I forget when,
and do not care—in which the largest flanking
columns, and the entjre effective mass of the walls,
with their riband mosaics and high pediment, were
built in front of, and above, what the barbarian
renaissance designer chose to leave of the pure old
Dominican ehurch. You may see his ungainly
Jjointing at the pedestals of the great colummg,
running through the pretty, parti-coloured base,
which, with the ‘8trait’ Gothic doors, and the
entire lines of the fromting and Hanking tombs,
where not restored by the devil-begotten brood of
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122 MOBNINGS IN FLOREKCE.

modern Florence), is of pure, and exquisitely severa
and refined, fourteenth century Gothie, with su-
perbly earved bearings on ita shields. The small
detached line of tombe on the left, untouched in
its sweet colour and living weed ornament, I wonld
fain have painted, stone by stone : but one can never
draw in Iront of a church in these republican days ;
for all the blackguard children of the neighbour-
hood come to howl, and throw stones, on the steps,
and the ball or stone play against these sculpturad
tombs, a3 a dead wall adapted for that purpose
_ only, is ineessant in the fine days when I could
have worked.®

If you enter by the door most to the left, or
north, and turn immediately to the right, on the
interior of the wall of the facade is an Annuncia-
tion, visible encugh becange well preserved, though
in the dark; and extremely pretty in ite way,—of
the decorated and ornamental school foliowing
Gotto :—I can't guess by whom, nor does it much
matter; but it is well to look et it by way of contrast
with the delicate, intense, slightly decorated design
of Memmi,—in which, when you return into the
Bpanish chapel, you will feel the dependence for
its effect on broad masses of white and pale amber,
where the decorative school would have had
mosaic of red, blus, and gold.

* I have gince bonght for 8t, George's Museom a drawing of
these three mrches, carried oub with more patience than I
possassed, by Mr, Henry B. Newman.
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Ouar first bosiness this morning mest be to
read and understand the writing on the book held
open by 5t. Thomas Aquinas, for that informs us
of the meaning of the whola picture.

It is this text from the Book of Wisdom viL 6.

£ Optavi, et datus est mihi semaus. i
Invocavi, et venit in me Spiritus Sapiantime,
Et preposud illam regnis et sedibus. "'

1 willed, and Benss waa given me,
1 prayed, and the Spirit of Wisdom came open me
And I set her before, (preferred her to,) kingdoma
and thrones,"

The common translation in our English Apoery-
pha loses the entire meaning of this passage, which
—not only as the statement of the experience of
Florence in her own educetion, but as universally
deseriptive of the process of all poble education
whatever—we had better take pains to under-
stand,

First, says Florence, *“I willed, (in sense of

. resclutely desiring,) and Bense was given me.”
You must begin your education with the distinet
resplution to know what is troe, and cheies of the
strait and rough road to such knowledge. This
choice is offered to every youth and maid at
some moment of their life ; choice betwesn the
easy downward road, so broad that we can dance
down it in companies, and the steep narrow
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way, which we must enter alone,® Then, and for
many a day afterwards, they need that form of
persistent Option, and Will : but day by day, the
‘Bense’ of the rightness of what they have done,
deepens on them, not in consequence of the sffort,
but by gift granted in reward of it. And the
Bensa of difference betwesn right and wrong,
and between beautiful and uobeautiful things, is
confirmed in the hereic, and fulilled in the indus-
trious, goul.

That is the process of adneation in the earthly
sciences, and the morality connected with them,
Reward given to faithful Volition.

Next, when Mornl and Physical senses are per-
fact, comes the desire for education in the higher
world, where the senses are no more our Teachers ;
but the Maker of the senses. And that teaching,
we eannot get by labour, but only by petition.

# Invoeavi, et venit in me Bpiritus Sapientiz"—
#1 prayed, and the Spirit of Wisdom,” (not, you
observe, was given,t but,) * came upon me.”” The
Ppersonal power of Wisdom : the “oodia™ or Santa
Bophia, to whom the first great Christian temple
was dedicated, This higher wisdom, governing
by her presence, all sartbly conduct, and by her

* fAlone’ is too strong & word for what I meant, namely,
that however helped or guided by oer friends, masters, and
predecessors, each of us determines for himeelf, in the critical
moments, what his life 15 to be, when it ia right. To the

wrong, we may always fow with the stream.
t 1,in careleas erzor, wrote * was given ' in *Fors Clavigern.”
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teaching, all earthly art, Florence tells you, she
obtained only by prayer.

And these two Earthly and Idvine scionces are
expressed beneath, in the symbels of their divided
powers ;—Seven terresirinl, Seven Celestial, whose
names have been already indicated to you :—in
which figures I must point ont one or two technical
matlers before attempting their interpretation.
They are all by Bimon Memmi originally ; but
repainted, many of them all over, some handred
years later,—{certainly after the discovery of
America, 83 you will sesj—by an artist of con-
siderable power, and somp feeling for the general
action of the figures ; but of po refinement or
carefulness. He dashes paint in huge spaces over
the subtle old work ; putsin his own chisro-oseuro
where all had been shadeless, and his own violens
colour whera all had been pale ; and repaints the
faces, so a8 to make them, to his notion, prettier
and more haman : some of this opper work has,
however, come away since, and the original ont-
line, at lvase, is traceabls ; whils in the face of the
Logie, tha Musie, and, one or twe others, the
original work is very pure. Being moat interested
mysell in the earthly sciences, I had a scaffolding
put up, made on a level with them, and examined
them inch by inch, and the following report will
be found accurate nntil next repainting.

For interpretation of them, yoo must always
take the central figure of the Beiemcs, with the
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little medallion above it, and the figure below, all
together. Which I proceed to do, reading first from
léft to right for the sarthly aciances, and then from
right toleft the heavenly ones, to the eentre, where
their two highest powers sit, side by side,

We bagin, then, with the fiest in the list given
above, (Vaulted Book, page 118) : Grammer, in
the corner farthest from the windaw.

SECTION 1.

The Hewen Earthly Scienses ; resd from rght fo left,
from the corner opposite the window, {0 the contre of
the side well.

L Grammar: more properly Grammaticd,
* Grammatic Art,” the Ari of Letiers or © Litera-
ture,” or—nusing the word which to ssme English
earsg will carry most weight with it,—* Beripture,”
and its use, The Art of faithfully reading what has
been written for our learning; and of clearly writing
what we wounld make immortal of our thonghts.
Power which conaists first in recogmizing letters ;
secondly, in forming them ; thirdly, in the under-
standing and choice of words which, errorless, shall
express our thought. Bevere exercises all, reach-
ing—very few living persons know, how far;
beginning properly in childhood, snd then only to
be truly acquired, Itis wholly impossible—this I
say from too sorrowlul experience—to conquer hy
any effort or time, habits of the hand {much more
of bend, and soul,) with which the vase of fesh has



