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PREFACE.

Tae following controversial Lectures, on the
Infallibility of the Church of Rome, were delivered
in the Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, by the late Rew.
B. W. Maruras, Chaplain, at a period when the
¢lergy of both Churches in Ireland began to come
forward in advocacy of their peculiar tenets. Dis-
cusgions were frequently held, and the public mind
was strongly exeited on the subject. The depu-
tations from the Hibernian Bible Society rarely
vigited the Auxiliary Societies thronghout the
sountry without their meetings terminating by a
dizeussion, commenced by the Homan Catholie
priest of the place, or else, by some one put for-
ward by him, the sdvocate of seriptaral truth on
guch occasion being most generally the clerical
member of the deputation. Both Protestants and
Romanists felt deeply interested in the results of
these controversial campaigns, Many of the latter
were led to a serious and seriptural examination of
the doctrines of their Church; and nmet a few
members of that communion regularly visited the
revered author of these discourses for his advice
and instruction ; and many, both priests and private
individuals, throngh his instramentality, were led
to forsake, from conviction, the soul-destroving
errors of Romanism, and embrace the pure religion
of the unadulterated gospel of Christ.

The Editor has taken no further liberties with
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these lectures than was shsolutely necessary, in
order to render them fit to meet the public eve,
As they were delivered at inforvals of a fortnight
or & month, recapitulations and repetitions una-
voidably occurred, these have been omitted ; and
some expressions, which might, perhaps, be used
with effect in the pulpit, have been changed for
others, similar in meaning, but more suitable for a
printed diseourse. A few notes have been added.

The essay, entitled “ Vindicie Laicss,” was origi-
nally published in the form of a pamphlet, in the
year 1827, and is reprinted, verbatim, from the
copy in the Editor's possession.

The immediate canse of the present publication
is the recent aggression of the Bishop of Rome,
which renders it necessary that Protestants should
have the arguments in favour of the truth placed
fully and fairly before them.

The Editor presents this volume to the publie
with respectful confidence, as being the production
of a late eminent servant of God, who has been
well styled the Father of the Church in Ireland.

The earnest prayer of the Editor is, that the
great Head of the Chureh may be plessed to accept
this Little work, and condescend to follow it with
His blessing, for the maintenance of truth, and the
exposure of error.

Livenroor, Janwary, 1881

N.B.—All passages of importance are given according
to the Douay version.



CONTENTS.

HBERMON I
Tatroduetery to the soarse—Objeet of Bermon L—Mesning of the
word © prove™—What is the test—1et decres of the Coaneil of
Trent—Fassages of Saripture to prove the written word the test
—1I. The 01d Testemeni—IL The New Testament—How the
test i3 to he redeived—In what manner and frame of mind to
be read—Admonition of the text important—Address of Christ
to the Church of Ephesns—3¢ Pater, 1 Ep. iii. 16-—~Why neces.
84Ty to. examira and believe the Scriptures—Importent and
slarming passages, Exckied iii. 17, Muatthew zv. 13, 14—

Conelosion,
AERMON IT.

Difficulty in sscertaining the dostrines of the Church of Bome—
Tofallibility has nover been dafined—Churel of Rome claims
it for herself exolusively—Btrong presumptions sgainst the
tlaim—Exact seat of infallibility ansertain—Viewsd an placed
i the Pope—No infallibility in the Jewish Chureh—Tmpecca-
bility required-—Neaning of the word Chureb—Ood has given
infaliibility—Where—~0Objsotion noticed—Conelasion. ’

BERMON IIL,

Claim of infallibility aonsidered in twa points of view—I. As s
quostion of right—-Secriptare proofs for that dostring exemined
—Method of interpreting thoee passeges by the advocstes of
infallibility—Deut. xvii, 8—18, proves too muoh— Table of
roforonces™—Ieaish lix. 20, 21, considered—Four principal
passages in New Testament relled on by advocates of infalli-
bility—1 Tim. i 16, Matt, xxviii. 20, xviid. 17, xvi. 18, ex-
amined—Two points for conaideration; I. Whether Chrisi
spoke of Peter's parson ; or, IL of Peter's confension—FHomish
tradition eonesrning St. Peter—Hud two lines of soccessors—
Which inherited his Infallibility '—Qmeations to be enswared
before the olajim can be scknowledged—Opinion of the fathers
respecting the words, * Thoun art Peter,” &o.-—Gildns,

A2



BEBMON IV,

Claim for infallibility considered in the sesond point of view, as
& question of fact—Primitive Church wosognainted with the
grant—FEastar controversy—~Aniostns snd Polyoarp—Victor end
ths Esstern Chorehes—Exient of excommunication—Contro-
vorey respecting the rebaptism of the Lapsed—Sigpben, Oy-
prian, and the Afrisan bishops—First general sonneil of Nice
—Differenos of opinion respecting the exact position of infal-
libility—As to whal it is, and as W0 where it ig—Unity the bosst
of Rome—Four opinions as to what infallibility is, and foor as
to where it is.

SERMON V.

Four opinions respeciing the seat of infallibility examined—
1at opinion. It s in the Pope—Fueta in opposition to this—
Couneil of Piss—Couneil of Conatance—Instances of Popes
eontradioting snd enrsing popes—tifle of universal bishop—
Fopes have been heretica— 34 opinicn. Infalliibility is seated
in & couneil—Difference of opinion as 0 when councits exert
theit infallibility—Two points nedsssary Lo conshitals o conned
infallible—Couneil of Trent—Remarks on the lnfallibility of
eoonelle—C0 omelneion.

SEEMON VI.

drd opinion. Infallibllity sealad in pope and goneral comnnedil—
Diffonlty respooting what ia mesnt by a genaral couneil—Pope
Gragory VIL-—B8scredosss of oaths in Seripture—Decree of
iii, Lateran souncil, eanon 18. respecting osths-—Jobn Haoss
and the sounedl of Conslance—Council of Consiance deeided
that & eounail is above & pope—Fifth Lateran gounsil decreed
the contrary—dth opinion. Infallibility existe when the
Church represanistive agrees with the Chareh diffosive—Roms
boasts that she is mnehanged and wnchangeable—Faots to
show the ocontrury—Church of Homs at one pericd rejested
the Eplsile to the Hebrews—Beason for so delag—Four an-
thautio decuments, all written within the fisi two centuries,
showing what were the dootrines of the Chorch of Bome at that

period—O0Conalusion.



SERMON I.

1 THEMALONIANE 7. 21.
“ Prove all things: held fast that which is good.”

Tre Apostle Paul wrote his epistles to the Theasalo-
nians under very peculiar and interesting circumstances.
He had planted a church in Thessalonica, where he met
with severe persscution, insomuch that he was compelled
to leave it after a very short stay; but his heart was
deeply impressed with affectionate interest for those
whom ho had left behind as the fruit of his ministry, end
to whom the word of the Lord had been blessed. * For,"
a8 the apostle writes in the firat chapter of this epistle,
* gur gospel hath not been unto you in word omly, but
in power also, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
fulness,"*

In the course of his progress, after Jeaving Thessalo-
nica, he sent there Timothy, his companion, and ** fallow-
labourer in the gospel of Christ,” in order * to establish
them, and comfort them concerning their faith.” It waa
on that oocasion that this epistlo was written,

1 have selected the passage, which constitutes my text,
for the purposs of making a few observations introdue-
tory to a series of discourses, which, if it please God, I
intend delivering on doctrines at issue between us and
our brethren of the Church of Rome. T feel the deepest

+ Donay version,
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affection for my brethren of that communion, and trust,
that in my addresses to any such, whom the providence
of God may bring within these sacred wells, T shell not
advance any thing which can give them just cause of
offsnce. I contend not with men, but with things. My
objection iz not to persons, but to principles; and I
attack those principles, because I sincerely believe that
they are subversive of the parity of religion, and also,
becanse I desire to deliver my countrymen from their
baneful influence,

‘We shall now moke a fow introductory remarks on
the words of our text: “Prove all things: hold fast that
which is good.” Nearly all the epistles written by St.
Paul ware general, directed not to the clergy exclusivaly,
but to the laity also. In fact, if T wanted to establish
the point, I could prove that they were written more
generally to the laity than to the clergy; but I shall
content mysalf with proving that they were written as
generally,

The apostle wrote three epistles fo clergymen, viz.
two to Timothy, and one to Titus. All the rest were
written to churches, end whatever was written to
churches, was written to all the laity composing those
churches, You may ecasily satisfy yourselves. on this
point, by examining the introduction to the epistles,
which were directed to all in that place. This is the
case with the epistle before us: * Paul, and Sylvanus,
and Timothy ; to the church of the Thessalonians.” In
fact, the grester part of it is written, or divected, to the
people, particularly the chapter farnishing our text.

In the }2th verse of this chapter, the apostle says:
w And we beseech you, brethren, to kmow them who



